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The author of these Lectures is aware that many valuable 
books have been written in defence of revealed truth by men emi- 
nent far piejy and profound biblical erudition; and that these 
books have answered, to a considerable extent, the end for which 
they were written, he is both free and happy to admit. He 
nevertheless thinks that the exhibition of christian principles in 
the lives of professors of religion is an argument so palpable and 
powerful, that few will be found who can altogether close their 
eyes against its light, or place themselves entirely beyond its in- 
fluence. 

Sfetobject, therefore, in the following pages, is to urge upon 
the pious of all denominations the necessity and importance of 
cultivating and exhibiting the graces of the Spirit; thereby fur- 
nishing the best proof of their own discipleship, and the most ef- 
fectual mode of silencing the tongue of infidelity. 

The writer makes no pretentions to high literary attainments, 
neither does he profess to be profoundly skilled in book-making— 
this being his first attempt ; yet he indulges the hope that, while 
he has endeavoured to speak plainly and pointedly to the many, 
his utterances may not be altogether unacceptable to the educated 
few. That he will escape the animadversions of the critic, is more 
than he can hope ; notwithstanding, he thinks that whatever ob- 
jections may be urged against the book as " a mere literary per- 
formance, its spirit and aim may tend, in some measure, to soften 
the asperity of severe criticism." 
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" Whateyer curious critics may commend, 
Sure that's done best that answers best the end : 
And preachers would be gainers on the whole, 
To mar a period, and to save a soul.'' 

However feeble this effort may appear, it is put forth under the 
conviction that every christian, according to the ability God has 
given him, and the circumstances in which Providence has placed 
him, should do something to benefit his fellowmen. 

i 

r 

" Seek to be useful more than to excel ; 
"Who does his work effectual, does it well. 1 * 

It has been remarked that one spark helps to light the world, that 
drops compose the ocean, and units constitute the aggregate of 
society* 

Should this small) unpretending volume shed a xay of light on 
some dark mind, or convey consolation to some troubled breast, or 
quicken some lukewarm professor, the writer will then be grati- 
fied to know that he has contributed in some degree to the sum of 
human happiness ; while, at the same time, he has mingled his 
testimony with other authors in favour of the religion of the 
cross. 

The work is enriched with brief quotations and anecdotes from 
several christian authors ; and the writer trusts that the-^Toung 
Disciple, the Sabbath School Teacher, the Aged Christian, and 
the Anxious Inquirer will derive profit from its pages. 

After much hesitation, and with considerable diffidence, he 
prayerfully commits his book to the public, craving the indulgence 
of his readers, and commending it to the Divine blessing, and the 
candid and enlightened judgment of his christian brethren. 

Lebdb, Afbil 7th, 1855. J. H. 
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LOVE. 



" Art thou a christian ? Is the moving cause, 
The spring of all thy actions, love ? Do its pure laws 
Constrain thy every power, thy heart, strength, mind ? 
Do its overflowings reach to all mankind, 
And sit upon thy lip, and in thy bosom tremble ? 
In burning love to souls, thy Christ resemble." 



The sacred scriptures fully and clearly demonstrate the 
truth of the christian religion. Every book, chapter and 
paragraph, supply indubitable evidence both as to their 
antiquity and divine inspiration. "All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness : 
that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works." 

The folly of some men has been apparent in their 
avowed opposition to Christianity, and much cunning and 
Sophistry have been employed for the purpose of sapping 
the foundation and burying in ruins the great temple of 
truth. But all their theorisings, scepticism, and denun- 
ciations against the religion of the Bible have only ex- 
posed the feebleness of their reasonings, the irration- 
ality of their arguments, and the fallacy of their con- 
clusions ; and may be regarded as fleeting memorials of 
their own infatuation. But Christianity \& oi QkA\ %s&s 
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therefore, men and demons cannot overthrow it. It has 
survived the storms of ages, and reared its immutable 
form above the waves of opposition, retaining its glory 
untarnished and undiminished while numbers of its foes 
have sunken into oblivion. 

" As some tall cliff that lifts its awful form 
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head." 

"Where Christianity is embraced the results are the most 
glorious and beneficial. Philosophic or ecclesiastical codes 
and human inventions, when compared with it, dwindle 
into insignificance. In point of magnitude, interest and 
durability, it stands unrivalled. Where its benign in- 
fluences have been felt, it has changed the moral aspect 
of society. It expels darkness from the mind, pene- 
trates and softens the heart of adamant, subdues the rebel- 
lious will, civilizes the barbarian, transforms the lion into 
a lamb, and converts the soul. It reaches man in the 
depths of his iniquity, compasses him in all the measures 
of his guilt ; it has stood by the penitent when imploring 
pardon, and freely bestowed the "oil of joy for mourning, 
and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." 
And, like an angel of light, it has shed a celestial radiance 
over the christian in his final struggle — pointed him to 
a world of light, and accompanied the triumphant spirit 
in its towerings to an immortality of blessedness. 

Christianity implies the knowledge, possession, and 
influence of the Holy Spirit, for we are " born again of 
the Spirit." The operation of the Spirit on the human 
mind is imperceptible and mysterious, but the results of 
that operation are intelligible and satisfactory ; inasmuch 
as it invariably imparts to every believer a " knowledge 
of salvation by the remission of sins ;" for this has been 
the distinguished privilege of Christians in every age and 
in every nation, 
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" The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God." " And hereby we know 
that he abideth inns, by the Spirit which he hath given 
us." " He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the 
witness in himself." There are practical manifestations 
of a heart renewed by divine grace. The quality of the 
fruit will correspond with the character of the tree ; for 
" a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit." 

The fruits of the Spirit are necessary to justify a pro- 
fession of religion. " Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain." 
"Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit." 

The apostle Paul has enumerated and placed in 
contrast the works of the flesh and the fruits of the 
Spirit. The works of the flesh are these : — " Adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witch- 
craft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, sedi- 
tions, heresies, envyings, murders, revellings, and such 
like." " But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance." Here is a magnificent cluster of virtues 
— a collection of the rarest gems, with which the jasper, the 
sapphire, the emerald, the sardonyx, the chrysolyte, the 
beryl, the topaz, the chrysoprasus, and the amethyst 
will not bear comparison. Here is the believer's golden 
chain — a full length portrait of the christian. 

We will examine and illustrate the fruit of the Spirit 
in the order laid down by the apostle. " But the fruit 
of the Spirit is love." Let us consider the nature— evi- 
dences — and means by which our love to God may be 
promoted. 

I. The natueb of christian love. 

One prominent feature of the christian religyaa. fcVn* 
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m 

to God. This strong and essential link is annexed to the 
throne of God, and on it hangs the whole of the believer's 
golden chain. "We observe, 

1. It is divine in its origin. In vain we look for this 
principle in an unrenewed heart, for " the carnal mind 
is enmity against God." It is not the production of 
earth, nor the result of a mathematical demonstration, 
neither is it generated by a classical education. It is 
not procured by any merits of our own, nor obtained by 
penance or bodily mortification ; but it is a divine prin- 
ciple implanted in the heart, and developed in the con- 
duct. "And hope maketh not ashamed; because the 
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto us." Rom. v. 5. Terms 
these which denote free and abundant communication, 
and prove that all the graces that adorn the christian, 
proceed from the Holy Spirit. There are frequent allu- 
sions in' the scriptures to the out-pouring and effects of 
the Holy Spirit on the hearts of men. While Peter was 
preaching, " the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard 
the word. And they of the circumcision which believed 
were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because 
that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the 
Holy Ghost." Acts x. 44, 45. 

Love is an emanation from Deity, a divine communi- 
cation to man ; it is God dwelling in man or man dwell- 
ing in God ; hence we read that " God is love ; and he 
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him." 
1 John iv. 16. Again, " Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you?" 1 Cor. iii. 16. "For ye are the temple of the 
living God ; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them ; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people," 2 Cor. vi. 16. 

The more we love God the more we shall reflect his 
moral image ; pure affection tends to assimilate to the 
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resemblance of the object which occupies our thoughts* 
and in which we feel the liveliest interest. " "We love* 
him because he first loved us." Love to God must be, 

2. Constant and increasing. Not casual as the winds* 
fluctuating as the tide, nor uncertain as the sunshine; but 
constant at all times, in all places, and under all circum- 
stances. Not in a flame to-day, and to-morrow cold as an 
iceburg ; it must not blaze in the crowd, and become ex- 
tinct when alone ; there must be no transition from the 
torrid to the frigid zone. It should burn on the altar 
of the heart night and day, fanned by' the breath of 
praise and prayer, by which alone the- heart can be kept 
in a proper temperature. 

Besides, it must not be stationary, but increasing in 
intensity, in degree. "We are not to pause at the com- 
mencement of our religious career, nor fancy our work 
is done when we are converted to God* "We must go 
forward in the divine life, make new discoveries, and 
gain fresh triumphs. There may be enemies to encounter* 
temptations to overcome, and obstacles to surmount, but 
" onward" must be the motto inscribed on our escutche- 
ons. " And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your 
faith, virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge ; and to know- 
ledge, temperance; and to temperance, patience; and 
to patience, godliness : and to godliness, brotherly kind- 
ness ; and to brotherly kindness, charity," 2 Pet. i. 5 — 2. 
Observe, 

3. It is supreme. Love implies an object. Esteem 
of the object we love, desire after it, complacency and 
delight in it, are characteristics of love. The object of 
christian love is God. He demands the primary and pro- 
foundest homage from all his creatures. "We are to love 
our parents, partners, children, relatives, neighbours, 
christians ; but our love to God must exceed all other 
love. It jpLUst not be a secondary consideration, nor 
manifested in an inferior degree; but supremabj,, wmSl 
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with all our hearts. Our love to God is defective, un- 
less we can say with Asaph, " "Whom have I in heaven 
but thee, and there is none upon earth that I desire be- 
side thee;" or with the psalmist, when he said, "O 
God, thou art my God ; early will I seek thee : my soul 
thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and 
thirsty land, where no water is ; to see thy power and 
thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. Be- 
cause thy loving-kindness is better than life, my lips 
shall praise thee. Thus will I bless thee while I live : 
I will lift up my hands in thy name. My soul shall be 
satisfied as with marrow and fatness ; and my mouth 
shall praise thee with joyful lips : when I remember 
thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night 
watches," Ps. lxiii. 1 — 6. 

Also, to love an object implies a knowledge of the 
existence of that object. "Through the defection of 
man from his uprightness of heart," says Dr. Wardlaw, 
" the knowledge of God himself, and consequently the 
knowledge of God's will, has been frequently impaired, 
and, although still discovering itself in the dictates of 
conscience, yet has necessarily been bereft of its certainty 
and its consistency as a standard of moral rectitude ; — and 
that this knowledge, lost in consequence of the sinful 
aversion of the human heart to retain it, has through the 
unmerited favour of God, been restored in divine revela- 
tion." Our happiness consists in knowing and loving 
God. " And this is life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent." John xvii. 3. 

With more ease might we guage the ocean, weigh the 
mountains, bend the pillars of the earth, control the free- 
dom of the air, or number the stars of the firmament, 
than " find out the Almighty unto perfection." Never- 
theless, by searching the inspired word, w%may attain 
a knowledge of his nature, character, will, and our duty. 
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" Search the scriptures for in them ye think ye have eter- 
nal life, and they are they which testify of me." 

To love God is a moral obligation. It was enjoined 
both under the mosaic and christian dispensations. When 
Moses received the law from God, he pressed its obser- 
vance upon the people. " Hear, Israel : the Lord our 
God is one Lord : and thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy might," Deut. vi. 4, 5. A certain lawyer asked the 
Saviour which was " the great commandment in the 
law :" "Jesus said unto him, thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. This is the first and great com- 
mandment. And the second is like unto it. Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two com- 
mandments hang all the law and the prophets," Matt, 
xxii. 36 — 40. To love God is not an irksome task to a 
christian, but his highest delight and most exalted exer- 
cise. "With David he says, " I will praise thee, Lord 
my God, with all my heart : and I will glorify thy name 
for evermore !" Notice, 

II. The evidences of love to God. 

Love to God produces hatred to sin in all its forms, 
to every system and principle which is at variance with 
truth, and causes the affections to gravitate to the earth. 
Love to God is manifest, 

1. In obedience to him. The Saviour saith, "If ye 
love me, keep my commandments. He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me." Nothing short of this can authenticate the exis- 
tence of this principle in the heart, for obedience is the 
proper test of love to Christ. We also read that his 
" commandments are not grievous." There is nothing 
in the keeping of them derogatory to our honour, nor de- 
trimental to our happiness ; but, on the contrary, " Him 
that honoureth me, I will honour;" and, " Qii^,^assfc 
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have they that love thy law, and nothing shall offend 
them." Our lives must be conformable to the sacred 
precepts, that we may " walk in love, as he also hath 
loved us, and given himself for us." 

Obedience implies a readiness to do the will of God, 
which must be our rule, and his honour and glory the 
end of all our actions and efforts. " I will run in the 
way of thy commandments when thou shaft enlarge my 
heart." 

Obedience includes active effort in the Saviour's cause. 
Love is not a dormant but an active principle ; and, to 
achieve any great amount of moral good, decisive action 
is the pre-requisite. It does not require a great stretch 
of intellect to conceive the necessity of personal effort to 
destroy the works of the devil, promote the prosperity 
of the church, and the regeneration of the human race. 

The path of enterprise the christian must pursue is 
marked out. Numerous and powerful impediments may- 
lie across the path ; therefore, to accomplish his object, 
faith and courage are absolutely necessary. When one 
of the six- winged seraphs took a live coal from off the 
altar, and laid it on the lips of Isaiah, and the voice of 
the Lord fell on his ear, saying, " Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?" he answered, "Here am I ; 
send me." He did not hesitate ; he made no inquiries ; 
he did not particularise ; nor object on the ground of 
difficulty, danger, or expediency. He did not say, send 
me if the work is easy ; send me if there is no cross to 
bear ; send me if there are no difficulties to encounter ; 
send me if there is no persecution to endure ; send me 
if there is ample compensation for the work. No ,• ho 
was willing to venture, ready to obey, prompt to comply. 

One writer remarks — " It is the nature of love to seek 
its highest gratification in the happiness of its object. 
Love lives in the enjoyments it bestows. This is the 
element of its existence. It delights in occasions of 
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manifesting its strength by the extent of its sacrifices in 
promoting the good of those that are loved. The eye 
can linger upon nothing more beautiful than the mani- 
festation of this affection. The heart can be subjected 
to no influence richer in the purest enjoyment." \ 

To be obedient is $o follow the Saviour, not only when 
the road is smooth and the elements are placid, but when 
the way is rough and the storm high ; not only when 
men speak well of you, but when your characters are 
branded with infamy ; not only when the sun of pros- 
perity shines upon you, but when the gloom of adver- 
sity gathers around you. " Then said Jesus unto his 
disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me," Matt, 
xvi. 24. 

2. Love to others indicates our love to Christ. Love is 
comprehensive in the objects it embraces, and diffusive 
in the principles it inculcates. There must be the out- 
goings of pure affection. " These things I command 
you," said the Saviour, "that ye love one another." 
It is the badge of our discipleship : "By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples if ye love one ano- 
ther." It is one of the evidences of our conversion 2 
" "We know that we have passed from death unto life, be- 
cause we love the brethren," 1 Johniii. 14. "Beloved, 
let us love another : for God is love ; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God." It is impos- 
sible to enjoy religion if we love not one another. " If 
a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a 
liar : for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen ? And 
this commandment have we from him, that he who loveth 
God love his brother also," 1 John iv. 20, 21. 

Love to others must be manifested in words and acts 
of kindness ; we are to be humane and generous in our 
dispositions and deeds. " For whosoever &bS1 ^$3* ^<s^ 

c 
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a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong 
to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his 
reward." Paul writes to the Galatians : "By love serve 
one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word/ 
even in this ; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." 
John writes : "Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever 
thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers ; which have 
borne witness of thy charity before the church." 

We have a touching exemplification of this principle 
in the conduct of Obadiah, " when he took an hundred 
prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them 
with bread and water," 1 Kings xviii. 4. The primi- 
tive christians sold their possessions and goods, and dis- 
tributed them to meet the wants of the needy. 

The apostle Paul urges the observance of christian 
sympathy. "Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 
weep with them that weep." Christians should sympa- 
thise with each other. "The members should have the 
same care one for another. And whether one member 
suffer, all the members suffer with it ; or one member 
be honoured, all the members rejoice with it," 1 Cor. 
xiL 25, 26. This sympathy must extend to the uncon- 
verted. " Remember them that are in bonds, as bound 
with them ; and them which suffer adversity, as being 
yourselves in the body," Heb. xiii. 3. 

" Sow softly the tear of sympathy falls on the heart 
bruised and broken by sorrow ! It assures the sad and 
weeping soul that it is not alone in a wilderness of cold 
hearts ; that there are those who can feel for the troubles 
of others ; and oh ! what is more cheering to an aching 
heart than such a thought ? The desire to be loved is 
QOmmon to human nature. It is the first impulse of the 
opening heart, and it lives and breathes in the bosom of 
all until the hour of death. A look of love, a word of 
kindness, a tear of sympathy costs us nothing ; why then 
withhold them from those who would prize them as bles- 
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sings winged with the fruitful dews of heaven ? The 
tear of sympathy never falls in vain. It waters and fer- 
tilizes the soil of the most sterile heart, and causes it to 
flourish with the beautiful flowers of gratitude and love. 
And as the summer clouds weep refreshment on the parched 
earth, and leave the skies more beautiful than be- 
fore, with the rainbow of promise arching in the ciru- 
lean dome ; so the tear of sympathy not only refreshes 
the heart on which it drops, but it elevates and beauti- 
fies the nature of him from whom it springs. A sympa- 
thising heart is like a spring of pure water, bursting 
forth from the mountain side. Ever pure and sweet in 
itself, it carries gladness and joy on every ripple of its 
sparkling current." 

Not only is this love manifested in relieving the des- 
titute and sympathising with the afflicted, but also in 
efforts to promote their spiritual welfare. The claims 
we have upon each other are obvious ; especially, when 
we consider that we are created by the same God, re- 
deemed by the same sacrifice, and must stand at the same 
tribunal in the final judgment. But to be regardless of 
those claims and socialities of life is criminal, and calcu- 
lated to disorganize society and negative our fraternity. 
Let our language be — 

" All that I am and all I have, 

Shall be for ever thine ; 
Whate'er my duty bids me give, 
My cheerful hands resign.' 1 

3. Gratitude is also an evidence of our love to God. 
The psalmist recorded his gratitude to God : " What 
shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits toward 
me?" And have we not equal cause for gratitude? 
Think of the blessings he hath bestowed upon us ; are 
they not innumerable and unmerited ? There are bene- 
fits bestowed upon us in creation, in the exercises of hi* 
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providential administrations, in the provision for our 
sustenance, in our redemption, and in the plenary effu- 
sions of the Holy Spirit on our hearts and the labour 
of our hands. Besides, we have our sabbaths, the min- 
istry of the word, the ordinances of religion, and, if 
faithful, the assurance of a home in the skies. Every 
blessing we receive from God should inspire us with 
gratitude and praise. David invokes the celestial, terres- 
trial and all rational creatures to praise God; and 
concludes his incomparable psalms with a general ex- 
hortation : — " Let every thing that hath breath praise 
the Lord." And it appears as though John heard them 
in the delightful exercise, for saith he, " Every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, 
heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever," Kev. v. 13. Notice, 
III. The means by which our love to God may 

BE PROMOTED. 

1. By contemplating the Divine character. 

"My meditation of him" saith the psalmist, "shall be 
sweet : I will be glad in the Lord." He was anxious 
to act and think according to the will of God ; hence he 
prayed, — " Let the words of my mouth, and the medi- 
tation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, Lord, 
my strength, and my redeemer," Psalm xix. 14. 

To contemplate the Divine character affords peculiar 
interest and spiritual profit to every christian. The 
more we know of God and the excellencies of his char- 
acter, the more we shall be constrained to love him. 
Do we contemplate His power ? It is illimitable and 
eternal. He not only flashes the lightnings out of His 
quiver, and rides upon the wings of the storm, but He 
can bind the elements and hold the winds in His fist. 
The prophet Isaiah describes the omnipotence of God. 
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"Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of hi* 
hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and compre- 
hended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed 
the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance ? It 
is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, % and the 
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers ; that stretch- 
eth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them 
out as a tent to dwell in." Bo we contemplate His 
wisdom ? The sun, moon, and stars declare it; spring, 
summer, autumn, winter, day and night evince it: 
"Bay unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
sheweth knowledge." 

" The heavens declare thy glory, Lord, 
In every star thy wisdom shines." 

Bo we reflect on his works and munificence"? The 
granite mountains, the green clad hills, the verdant 
valleys, the calm lake, the heaving ocean, 'the cooling 
breeze, the mild breath of spring, the silent dew, the 
refreshing shower, the ripe fruit, the golden grain, all 
manifest the works and munificence of God. £ Bo we 
contemplate His love ? How charming is the theme ! 
"Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his son to be the propitiation for our sins. " 
1 John iv. 10. Here is love immeasurable and unsur- 
passed. 

" Could we with ink the ocean fill, 
And were the skies of parchment made ; 
Were every blade of grass a quill, 
And every man a scribe by trade ; 
To write the love of God above 
Would drain the ocean dry ; 
Nor would the scroll contain the whole 
Though stretch' d from sky to sky." 

Our love to God will be further promoted 

2. By an intimate acquaintance with the tcrvptwre* 
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" Search the scriptures," diligently, seriously, and fre- 
quently ; they are the rule of our faith and practice, 
our directory and guide to the heavenly world. None 
ever followed their instructions and were lost, foundered, 
or struck on the rocks of error. The scriptures are a 
mirror in which the divine attributes are exhibited, and 
the divine purposes revealed. Scriptural knowledge, re- 
duced to practical purposes, is the most important 
knowledge, the results of which are the most glorious 
and beneficial : it strengthens the principle of love, and 
gives us clearer views of God. 

" The rolling sun, the changing light, 
And nights, and days, thy power confess ; 
But the blest volume thou hast writ, 
Reveals thy justice and thy grace." 

3. By frequent intercourse with God. We cannot 
urge too earnestly the necessity and importance of 
prayer. It should be personal, fervent, importunate, 
and confidential ; this will give exercise to all our chris- 
tian graces, and bring us into communion with the Most 
High. The advantages of private prayer are great. 
" But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret ; and thy Father which seeth in secret 
shall reward thee openly," Matt. vi. 6. Public, pri- 
vate, and family prayer fans the flame of love, secures 
the Divine favour, and increases our happiness. Having 
noticed the nature, manifestations, and means by which 
our love to God may be promoted, we will conclude this 
address with an inquiry, a caution, and a warning. 

1. Are we cultivating this fruit of the Spirit? Let 
the importance of the subject lead us to self-examination 
and humility. We might have been the subjects of Je- 
hovah^ displeasure, in consequence of our rebellion 
against him; but He hath loved us, and procured eternal 
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redemption for us; "We were enemies ; but now are we 
reconciled to God through the death of his Son. When 
reviewing our past conduct as professing christians, we 
discover many imperfections and omissions of duty. Is 
there not sufficient cause for humiliation before God? 
And should we not individually pray, " Create in me a 
clean heart, God ; and renew a right spirit within me?" 
Let the love of God stimulate us to renewed exertion in 
His cause. Let it be observed, at all times, that the 
principle by which we are actuated is that of love ; and 
that all our words, works, and dealings are pervaded 
by a spirit of love. Let us breathe the atmosphere of 
love, aim at high attainments in religion, and a diligent 
cultivation of the celestial principle explained and en- 
forced in this address. Let our time, talents, and in- 
fluence be enlisted in the prosecution of our heavenly 
vocation. "Let brotherly love continue." How glo- 
rious will be the result when love shall universally tri- 
umph ! Hail happy day ! " And this I pray, that your 
loye may abound yet more and more in knowledge and 
in all judgment ; that ye may approve things that are 
excellent ; that ye may be sincere and without offence 
till the day of Christ; being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory 
and praise of God," Phil. i. 8, 9. 

2. A caution. This may be necessary to check delusion. 

The Pharisees were proverbial in their professions of 
love to God, but in -works denied him. They wore 
broader phylacteries and longer fringes to their garments 
than other people. They aspired to the chief seats in 
the synagogue ; were highly gratified when greeted in 
the markets with Rabbi, Rabbi, or Master, Master. 
They repeated long prayers in public places ; compassed 
sea and land to make proselytes; were remarkably strict 
in the payment of tithes ; cleaned the outside of the 
cup out of which they drank, and the dish, thafc QQ^tas&s& 
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their food ; built tombs, and ornamented the sepulchres 
of the prophets, as a memorial of veneration to their 
memories j but they were influenced by no higher mo- 
tives than to be seen of men. Well might the Saviour 
compare them to' "whited sepulchres, which indeed 
appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead 
men's bones, and of all uncleanness." 

But love to God does not consist in ostentation, empty 
expressions, feigned compliments, brilliant fancy, pol- 
ished language, nor refined appearances ; but in humil- 
ity of heart, and obedience of life. "Let love be 
without dissimulation. " " Tor he is not a Jew, which 
is one outwardly ; neither is that circumcision, which is 
outward in the flesh. But he is a Jew, which is one 
inwardly ; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 
spirit, and not in the letter ; whose praise is not of men, 
but of God," Rom. ii. 28, 29. 

Sincerity is one characteristic of the christian, and is 
requisite to the performance of every duty both to God 
and man. Every dissembler and hypocrite will be de- 
tected ; — " I the Lord search the heart and try the reins 
of the children of men." They will be excluded from 
the kingdom of heaven ; for the Saviour hath said, 
" Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven," Matt. vii. 21. 

The apostle Paul shows that, without love, gifts, 
knowledge, faith, and benevolence, are unavailing, in a 
spiritual point of view. "Though I speak with the 
[gifts of] tongues of men and of angels," — though I 
could rival the eloquence of Massillon, or vie with the 
oratory of Demosthenes, and utter my sentiments in 
strains as distinct and harmonious as angels around the 
throne of God, — " and have not love, I am as sounding 
brass or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the 
.gift of prophecy," — and could describe future events 
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with the copiousness and sublimity of Isaiah ; ox pour* 
tray scenes looming in the distance with the vividness 
and accuracy of Nahum ; " And though I understand 
all mysteries/ ' — am competent to grapple with every 
chronological difficulty, could trace the genealogy of 
every person and tribe from Cain, the murderer, to John, 
the Evangelist ; could give a lucid exposition on every 
abstruse subject ; explain every figure, type, metaphor, 
parable, and allegory ; and could enumerate every catas- 
trophe that has occured from the expulsion of Satan from 
heaven to the present hour. "And have all know- 
ledge," — and with ease could travel the whole circle of 
the sciences : had I the poetical genius of Homer, 
the historic information of Herodotus ; could figure on 
the canvass with the artistical correctness of Zeuxis ; 
examine cause and effect, describe the position of the 
earth, and tour through the sideral heavens with the 
ability of Thales; could approximate to the critical ex- 
actness of Zoilus; were as conversant with the elements 
of geometry as Euclid ; or had the inventive powers of 
Archimedes ; were versed in law like Blackstone, or 
in politics like Pitt ; in fact, had I the wisdom of Solo- 
mon, and could speak of trees from the cedar in 
Lebanon to the hyssop that springeth out of the wall; 
yet, without love, all would be unavailing. "And though 
I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and 
have not love, I am nothing." " And though I bestow 
all my goods to feed the poor," — though my name be At 
the head of every subscription list ; though I contribute 
liberally to the funds of every charitable institution of 
the land, relieve the destitute, and give all my goods 
away to feed and clothe the naked, even until I am re- 
duced to a state of penury and utter destitution myself; 
" And though I give my body to be burned," — am wil- 
ling to lay down my life, and agreeable that my body be 
consumed to ashes, for the sake of any \v\v\\^\\vt<s^s 
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cause, or the general interest of society, and hare not 
love, " it profiteth me nothing." 

The same apostle has not only pointed out the import- 
ance of love, but also drawn an admirable portrait of it. 
" Love suffereth long, and is kind," — is neither impatient 
nor cruel ; " love envieth not," — repudiates a spirit of 
hatred and bitter feelings ; " love vaunteth not itself," is 
not ostentatious but humble ; " is not puffed up," but is 
free from pride or presumption ; "doth not behave itself 
unseemly," — but is always respectful and consistent ; 
" seeketh not her own," — is neither selfish nor craves 
monopoly; "is not easily provoked," — doth not take 
offence at any frivilous thing; "thinketh no evil," — doth 
not look upon others with jealousy and distrust; "re- 
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth," — ab- 
hors the former, but indulges and exults in the enjoy- 
ment and diffusion of the latter ; " beareth all things," 
—sinks not under the weight of persecution or inhuman 
treatment ; " believeth all things," so far as they are cor- 
rect and scriptural ; "hopeth all things," — puts the best 
construction on every thing; "endureth all things," 
with fortitude and submission. "And now abideth 
faith, hope, love, these three ; but the greatest of these 
is love," 1 Cor. xiii. 13. 

3. A warning. To you who are strangers to the lov9 
of God, the Saviour on one occasion, when addressing 
the unconverted, said, " But I know you, that ye have 
not the love of God in you," John v. 42 ; which declara- 
tion is applicable to you. What ! no love to God, who 
hath created, preserved, and redeemed you ? No love 
to Christ, who hath suffered, wept, and died for you ? 
How ungrateful ! how reckless ! how criminal ! and 
how ruinous ! You are haters of God, rejectors of 
Christ, and are cherishing principles which will involve 
you in interminable ruin. You are on the road to an 
awful doom; and every step you take brings you nearer 



LECTTJBE I. 27 

hell, where there is "weeping, wailiiig, and gnashing of 
teeth." " If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, 
let him be anathema maranatha," 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

Did you once love God, hut are now enemies to him? 
Let me in treat you .once more to listen to His voice : 
" Nevertheless I havs somewhat against thee, because 
thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first 
works ; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will 
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou re- 
pent," Eev. ii. 4, 5. Renounce your hostility to God 
this hour, this moment; and earnestly and penitently 
seek by faith an interest in the atonement of Christ; for 
he is ready now to heal your backslidings, and love you 
freely. 

" 'Tis yet too soon, the Tempter cries; 
But, Oh ! make no delay ; 
The fountain's open,— now arise, 
And wash your sins away." 



LECTURE II. 



JOY. 



" How great the christian's portion is ! 
What heaps of joy, what worlds of bliss, 

The Lord for them prepares ! 
Their boundless treasure who can know ? 
For all above, and all below, 
And God, and Christ, are theirs." 

Mistaken notions have been entertained and expressed 
by many people respecting religion. They have viewed 
it as a gloomy, melancholy thing, and incapable of im- 
parting to its possessors any real enjoyment or lasting 
pleasures. But we need not wonder at such views and 
opinions being formed and asserted, when we consider 
the character of those who venture to define religion. 
We might as soon expect a blind man to sketch a correct 
landscape of some nobleman's estate, paint an exact 
likeness of the person sitting before him, or pretend to 
teach a language he had never learned, as for the ungodly 
to judge correctly of the religion of the Bible, which 
they have never experienced. 

But Christianity is joy inspiring, as the testimony of 
every true christian fully demonstrates. Instead of 
creating gloom, and producing sadness and dejection, 
it inspires the believer with an inward satisfaction and 
external cheerfulness ; a solid joy which nothing but 
itself can bestow, and of which all are totally destitute 
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who are strangers to vital godliness. " Light is sown 
for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart. 9 
In speaking of the christian's joy as a fruit of the 
spirit, let us notice, — 

I. IlS SOTJBCE AND CHIEF PROPERTIES. 

Joy arises from the possession of present, and the 
anticipation of future, good. Its origin and rise are on 
high. Jehovah is the highest object of the christian's 
joy, as well as the infinite and inexhaustible source from 
which it proceeds. " And he shewed me a pure river 
of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb," Rev. xxii 1. 

There are many passages of scripture which explain 
its nature, and reveal its source ; better evidences and 
proofs than those furnished in the word of God cannot 
possibly be adduced. It may not be unnecessary nor 
unseasonable to remind christians occasionally of the 
source of their happiness and joy, in order to increase 
their courage, and inspire confidence in Him who is the 
fountain of all hope and blessedness. 

When Ezra read the law of Moses, as he stood upon a 
pulpit of wood, and opened the book in the sight of all 
the people, all the people stood up. " And Ezra blessed 
the Lord, and all the people answered, Amen, Amen, 
and lifted up their hands ; and bowed their heads, and 
worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground :" 
and all the people wept when they heard the words of 
the law. " Then he said unto them, go your way, eat 
the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto 
them for whom nothing is prepared ; for this day is holy 
unto our Lord: neither ye be sorry; for the joy of the 
Lord is your strength," Meh. viii. 10. 

David said — "All my springs are in thee." "Be 
glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous : and shout 
for joy, all ye that are upright in heart." Again, 
"Bejoicein the Lord, ye righteous; iox ^ \* 
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comely for the upright." " I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lord," saith Isaiah, " my soul shall be joyful in my 
God ; for he hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteous- 
ness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, 
and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels." ' ' And 
Mary said, my soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour." 

All are dependent upon God both for temporal and 
spiritual blessings. He is the source from which they are 
derived, and Christ is the medium through which they 
are communicated, having procured them by his death 
on the cross. How cheering is the promise ; ' ' My God 
shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus." In Him there is a fulness sufficientfor 
the world, a never-failing spring of the purest joy, a foun- 
tain of richest consolation, an ocean of perennial bliss. 
This source is always accessible, free, and inexhaustible. 

" Its streams the whole creation reach, 

So plenteous is the store ; 
Enough for all, enough for each, 
Enough for evermore." 

Having noticed the source of the christian's joy, we 
will now glance at a few of its chief properties. It is, 

1 . Elevating and satisfying. Worldly joy is often asso- 
ciated with sensuality and disappointment. Hear what 
Solomon says — " I sought in mine heart to give myself 
unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom, and 
to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that good 
for the sons of men which they should do under the 
heaven, all the days of their life. I made me 
great works; I builded me houses; I planted me 
vineyards; I made me gardens and orchards; and 
I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits: I 
gathered me also silver and gold, and the pecu- 
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liar treasure, of kings, and of the provinces. I gat me 
men-singers and women-singers, and the delights of the 
sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. 
And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, 
I withheld not my heart from any joy ; for my heart 
rejoiced in all my labour : and this was my portion of 
all my labour. Then I looked on all the works that my 
hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured 
to do : and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, 
and there was no profit under the sun," Eccles.ii. 3 — 11. 

The testimony of one so distinguished for his compre- 
hensive views of men and things, his profound wisdom, 
and long experience, is important, and clearly proves the 
incapability of earthly pleasures, and worldly magnifi- 
cence to satisfy the soul. The joy of religion, is real. 
By the term real you might infer that there is a feigned 
or counterfeit joy, and if so, your inference is correct, 
All is not gold that glitters. The real and the artificial 
are alike only in appearance, but the semblance and the 
reality are distinct things. 

"Worldlings and hypocrites may make an ostentatious 
parade of their happiness and buoyancy of spirit, indulge 
in bursts of laughter, and emotions of delight, but it is 
only superficial and momentary. " The triumphing of 
the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but 
for a moment." That people are generally in pursuit of 
happiness, is a truth which will be readily admitted ; 
but in many instances that search for bliss is in the wrong 
direction ; a fact which accounts for the consequent dis- 
appointments and blighted hopes of numbers who are 
engaged in such a pursuit. 

The miser is apparently elated with joy as he heaps 
up the coin of the realm ; brass, silver, and gold con- 
stitute the trinity he adores; but when the thought 
strikes him that the precious ore will shortly elude his 
tenacious grasp, and fall into other hands, \&& iss&/t& 
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sorely grieved, and he becomes feverish and agitated at 
the idea of such a deprivation. ' ' How hardly shall they 
that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!" 
Luke xviii. 24. 

The man of pleasure and fashion revels in all the gay 
scenes and worldly amusements his circumstances will 
allow, but frequently sadness of countenance and heav- 
iness of spirit succeed. The profane sceptic, and un- 
blushing infidel, while ridiculing the pious, and 
indulging a spirit of unbelief, may boast of their enjoy- 
ments, but inwardly they have no sacred and permanent 
joy. " Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful ; and the 
end of that mirth is heaviness," Prov. adv. 13. 

Jonah was highly delighted with the gourd which 
shed a refreshing shade over him, but it was of short 
duration. " For God prepared a worm in the morning, 
and it smote the gourd, and it withered." 

Earthly joy is carnal, unsatisfying, and fleeting. But 
how different is the joy of the christian. It is spiri- 
tual, satisfying, and perpetual. It elevates, refines, and 
satiates. It emanates from a spiritual source, proceeds 
from a pure fountain, comes down to a believing heart 
unadulterated, and is associated with an experimental 
knowledge of our interest in Christ. " Every good gift, 
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning," Jam. i. 17. 

The christian has no taste for carnal joy, nor is he 
attracted by the siren notes of sensual pleasure : these 
things are beneath his notice. His joy is spiritual in 
its nature, and is of instrinsic value. " Eor the king- 
dom of God is not meat and drink ; but righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost," Bom. xiv. 17. 
It is, 

2. Perpetual. Not like the sunshine on the mountain 
tops, or the colours of the rainbow, which soon disap- 
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pear. It does not pass away as a morning cloud, or like 
the early dew. " Blessed is the people that know the 
joyful sound : they shall walk, Lord, in the light of 
thy countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice all the 
day : and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted." 
" Eejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice." 
" Eejoice evermore." 

From this you must not infer that the christian is re- 
quired to remain indifferent and insensible to every re- 
verse emotion, as though he wei£ destitute of affection 
and sympathy ; for he must " rejoice with them that do 
rejoice, and weep with them that weep." Listen to the 
language of the apostle Paul, amidst severe tribulations : 
" As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet mak- 
ing many rich : as having nothing, and yet possessing 
all things." True, there are seasons of sadness and 
weeping, which the most joyful saint may experience 
during his sojourn on earth, and which state of mind is 
more consistent and uniform with his profession than to 
be otherwise ; but that does not destroy or diminish the 
joy of his soul. 

The sun may be obscured by a passing cloud, and its 
splendour eclipsed by the intervention of other bodies ; 
but it retains its glory unchanged, its lustre undimin- 
ished. So with the christian : there may be an occa- 
sional obscuration of his joy, but still it exists in the 
depths of his heart. It no more demolishes it than 
weeping over impenitent sinners, mourning over the loss 
of the first-born, or an affectionate parent, annihilates 
religion, or obliterates the recollection of the past. There 
is a deeply fixed joy in the bosom which no outward 
occurrences or touching circumstances can remove, so 
long as the heart is right with God. Deep waters can- 
not drown it, fires of persecution cannot consume it, the 
blast of adversity cannot wither it, age cannot enfeeble 
it, a stranger cannot intermeddle -with, ft, fomssaa ra&r 
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not deprive us of it, nor death destroy it. Sadness was 
observed on the countenance of the pious Nehemiah, and 
Artaxerxes enquired the cause thereof : " Why is thy 
countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick ? this is no- 
thing else but sorrow of heart.* * He answered, "Let 
the king live for ever : why should not my countenance 
be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' sepul- 
chres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed 
with fire," Neh. ii. 2, 3. 

The pious Jews, when carried captive into Babylon, 
wept on the banks of the rivers, and hung their harps 
on the willows, when they remembered Jerusalem. 
Jeremiah sighed over the wickedness and peril of his 
countrymen, and in plaintive accents exclaimed, " Oh 
that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of 
the daughter of my people !" So did the Saviour weep 
over Jerusalem, and at the grave of his Mend Lazarus. 

Such emotions, however, do not supplant religious 
joy, nor are we at all times to dismiss them from our 
bosoms. 

While earthly joy is inconstant, and incapable of sup- 
porting its advocates in declining health, in the day of 
trouble, and in the hour of death, the christian can say 
with the prophet Habakkuk, "Although the fig-tree 
shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines ; 
the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield 
no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and 
there shall be no herd in the stalls : yet I will rejoice in 
the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." Joy 
in all seasons — summer, winter, health, sickness, pros- 
perity, and adversity ; joy in all places — at home, when 
abroad, on the sea and in the desert, in the closet and in 
the sanctuary, in solitude and in company, in the dun- 
geon and at the fagot, in life and in death. We cannot 
but admire the intrepidity of the apostle Paul, when 
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he said, "None of these things move me, neither count 
I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
^course with joy," Acts xx. 24. 



" Should fate command me to the farthest verge 
Of the green earth, to distant barb'rous climes, 
Rivers unknown to song ; where first the sun 
Gilds Indian mountains, or his setting beam 
Flames on the Atlantic isles, 'tis nought to me, 
Since God is ever present, ever felt, 
In the void waste as in the ofty full; 
And where he vital breathes there must be joy. 



*» 



It is, 

3. Unspeakable and fall of glory, "Whom haying 
not seen, ye love ; in whom, though now ye see him not, 
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full 
of glory/ ' 1 Pet. i. 8. It cannot he fully expressed. 
Thought cannot conceive it ; language fails to explain 
it; the terms of speech are too feeble for the subject. 
It is unspeakably precious, and unspeakably full. "And 
these things write we unto you, that your joy may be 
full," 1 John i. 4. Religion imparts to its recipients 
the most refined/ pure, and unaffected joy. " Her ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace." 

It is "full of glory." "Its blessedness reaches beyond 
the present world, — it reaches the world\of glory: and 
this can never be described . Paul was caught up thither ; 
but what he saw and heard was unspeakable. However 
vast the capabilities of the human mind, or high its soar- 
ings, or lofty its flights, or towering its imaginative pow- 
ers, it is still ' in wandering mazes lost.' It is full of all 
that is exquisitely beautiful, and blissfully glorious." 

It is "exceeding joy." The apostle Peter, when 
comforting believers in their persecutions, addresses 
them thus : " Beloved, think it not strange concerning 
the fiery trial which is to try you, ra \2mn^i *bcb& 
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strange thing happened unto yon: but rejoice, inasmuch 
as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings ; that when his 
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceed- 
ing joy." It exceeds every definition, however profound 
and philosophic,— every description, however elaborate, 
— and every earthly gratification that can be realized. 
It exceeds the flimsy Laughter, bursts of mirth, and 
worldly charms of the ungodly, as far as the sun exceeds 
the twinkling of the remotest star in the heavens, or 
the moon exceeds the (ale glimmer of the rush light. 
It is the antepast of the fulness of joy in heaven. All 
may possess this joy, from the monarch who rules the 
destinies of an empire, to the meanest subject in his 
dominions ; the learned and illiterate ; the refined and 
the rustic ; the rich and the poor ; the young and the 
aged. "Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through 
the power of the Holy Ghost," Bom. xv. 13. Observe, 

II. The gkounds op chkistiax jot. 

" For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And not only 
so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement," 
Bom. v. 10, 11. 

The joy of the christian arises — 

1 . From what God has done for him. " Be glad then, 
ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God : 
for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he 
will cause to come down for you the rain, the former 
rain, and the latter rain in the first month. And the 
floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall overflow 
with wine and oil," Joel ii. 23, 24. 

The privileges which christians enjoy are great and 
many. 

They are delivered from the accusations of a guilty 
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conscience. " Cursed is every one that continueth not in 
all things written in the book of the law to do them." 
None but christians are free from this curse. The ungodly 
are frequently filled with remorse, gloomy forebodings, 
and bitter accusations ; they have resorted to various 
means, have given themselves some trouble in order to 
soothe conscience, and evade all reflection of death and 
a judgment to come. But unless conscience be seared, 
it is difficult to still its voice, it will speak out in accents 
of terror or in notes of alarm. • 

But the christian, in whose heart exists evangelical 
principles, and who is. distinguished by an exemplary 
firmness and constant love to Christ, is delivered from 
the guilt, pollution, and condemnation of sin. " We 
are justified freely by his grace, through the redemption 
that is in Jesus Christ. ,, And, " There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit. ,, 

They are members of the family of God, sons of God, 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ. As such they 
share in the paternal regard of their heavenly Parent, 
who isever mindful of His children — in His wise council, 
in His safe protection, and in His promised help. 
David said, "Because thou hast been my help, there- 
fore in the' shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. My soul 
followeth hard after thee : thy right handupholdethme," 
Ps. lxiii. 7, 8. 

The Lord having been his helper in the past, inspired 
him with confidence of seasonable and necessary assis- 
tance in the future. They have access to God ; in prayer 
the soul is brought into unison with the Almighty. "We 
have boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath conse- 
crated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh," 
Heb. x. 19, 20. The ordinances of religion are wells 
of salvation, out of which they draw ^atoet Vtf&i V>i 
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By waiting on the Lord they renew their strength, and 
are enabled to go forward in the path of the just. ' ' They 
go from strength to strength/ every one of them in Zion 
appeareth before God." 

The promises also belong to them. They are exceed- 
ing great and precious ; suitable to every occasion and 
all circumstances in this scene of probation. How rich 
with encouragement, how indicative of divine love, how 
glorious in design, and how replete with hope and com- 
fort ! " All things are. yours ; whether life, or death, or 
things present, or things to come ; all are yours ; and ye 
are Christ's ; and Christ is God's." 

They have j oy ous prospects. They have ' ' respect unto 
the recompense of the reward." The fear of death is re- 
moved, and crowns glitter through the skies. Many re- 
coil and tremble at the thought of dying ; no wonder, 
when they are without God and without hope of hea- 
ven. But christians rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
They meet the last enemy with great fortitude and com- 
posure of mind ; and when they are removed from this 
transitory state, they will be introduced into the high- 
est scenes of existence and inconceivable happiness re- 
served for the faithful. How animating are the pros- 
pects of victory over every enemy, the certainty of hea- 
ven and the full assurance of endless joy at the right 
hand of God ! Well may the children of Zion sing — 

" I'd part with all the joys of sense, 
To gaze upon thy throne ; 
Pleasure springs fresh for ever thence, 
Unspeakable, unknown." 

Christians rejoice — 

2. Because it is a duty they owe to God. God design- 
ed man to be happy. His primeval state was one of 
happiness. The account of his creation, and the distin- 
guished position in which he was placed, are on record. 



LECTUBB n. 39 

How pure the air, how rich the soil, how congenial the 
exercise, how interesting every object above, beneath, 
and around him ! There stood the tree of life, blooming 
in the centre of the garden ; a river went out of Eden, 
to water the garden ; all was " pleasant to the sight, 
and good for food." He was happy until the fatal day 
of his transgression, which was entirely voluntary. 
Much was forfeited and lost by the fall ; but man may 
be restored, through the sacrifice and mediation of Christ, 
to the favour of God. It is the will of our Creator that 
man should be happy. This spacious earth is fitted up 
for the accommodation of man ; the fruits of the earth 
are produced in abundance for his sustenance ; the sun 
flames by day, the moon shines, and the stars track the 
heavens, by night ; the rain descends, the wind blows, 
and the air is filled with melody by the feathered song- 
sters. How, amidst such scenery, can the christian be 
gloomy and sad ? Should not his language be — 

" For me kind nature wakes her genial power, 
Suckles each herb, and spreads out every flower ; 
Annual for me, the grape, the rose, renew 
The juice nectareous, and the balmy dew." 

" The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice ; let the mul- 
titude of the isles be glad thereof." We have various 
instances of rejoicing on record. "When the fathers, 
princes, and tribes of Israel offered gold, silver, brass, 
iron, and precious stones to the house of the Lord, " The 
people' rejoiced, for that they offered willingly to the 
Lord : and David the king also rejoiced with great joy." 
The wise men who went to Bethlehem, in search of the 
Saviour, when they saw the star which had been their 
guide hover over the place where the young child was, 
"they rejoiced with exceeding great joy." The father 
rejoiced over the return of his profligate son. " Let u& 
eat, and be merry : for this my boh "wra d&*&, «sA S& 
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alive again; he was lost, and is found." After Philip 
had preached Jesus unto the eunuch, he confessed his 
helief in the divinity of Christ ; then Philip performed 
the rite of christian baptism on the eunuch, after which 
he went on his way rejoicing. 

When a penitent sinner is saved, he invariably re- 
joices. This will occasion no surprise, when we con- 
sider the nature of his deliverance, the imminent danger 
from which he is rescued, the safety and happiness he 
secures. What a contrast ! An heir of hell, made an 
heir of heaven ; a child of wrath, become a child of God; 
a brand plucked from the burning ; the dead alive again; 
the lost found. His sorrow is turned into joy. It is the 
joy of salvation, — a salvation from all sin, present, full, 
and free. "And in that day thou shalt say, Lord, I 
will praise thee : though thou wast angry with me, thine 
«nger is turned away, and thou comfortest me. Behold, 
God is my salvation ; I will trust, and not be afraid: for 
the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song ; he also 
is become my salvation," Isa. xii. 1, 2. 

Not only is there joy on earth when sinners are saved, 
but also in heaven ; the conversion of one soul causes an 
additional burst of delight, and swells the tide of joy 
that rolls through heaven. This is clear from the declara- 
tion of the Saviour. " Likewise, I say unto you, there 
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sin- 
ner that repenteth," Luke xv. 10 ; a fact which proves 
that " the redemption of the soul is precious." 

When the seventy disciples, sent out to work miracles, 
and preach the gospel, " returned again with joy, say- 
ing, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through 
thy name," although he had given them power over 
evil spirits, to tread on serpents and scorpions, and as- 
sured them that nothing should harm them, " Notwith- 
standing in this," said the Saviour, "rejoice not, that 
the spirits are subject unto you ; but rather rejoice 
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because your names are written in heaven/' Luke x. 20. 

To be employed in promoting the prosperity of a na- 
tion, breaking the fetters of the oppressed, and befriend- 
ing the destitute, is honourable ; but the christians chief 
joy arises from the assurance of his name being on high, 
written in heaven, written in the "Lamb's book of life." 
This thought encourages in difficulty, supports the mind 
in trouble, and brightens future prospects. 

If the slave is obligated to the person who procures his 
freedom, the needy to his benefactor, and the drowning 
man to the individual who rescues him from a watery 
grave ; how much more is the christian obligated to his 
Maker, who has delivered him from the bondage of sin, 
supplied all his wants, and saved him from perdition 1 
Having experienced the blessedness of that man whose 
sins are forgiven, and received the evidence of his adop- 
tion into the favour and family of God, it stirs the joy of 
his heart, and awakens emotions of gratitude and praise. 
"He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, and out 
of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and esta- 
blished my goings. And he hath put a new song in my 
mouth, even praise unto God : many shall see it, and 
fear, and shall trust in the Lord," Ps. xL 2, 3. Chris- 
tians rejoice, 

-3. Because it is a duty they owe to religion. A gloomy, 
desponding, fretful, sullen, and discontented mind is in- 
consistent and incompatible with true religion ; there- 
lore, to profess religion, and manifest such conduct, is a 
libel on Christianity. 

To be always sighing, repining, end fault finding, is 
derogatory to religion, and argues, we think, an imper- 
fect knowledge of the system they professedly avow. 
What defects some discover, and what imperfections 
they can point out in the conduct of others. They see 
a mote in another's eye, but forget the beam in their 
own eye. They are like a gate off thfc YmugB^ %. iwk 
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out of joint, 'or a ship^without ballast. And how is thife 
to be accounted for? Is there not a cause ? Certainly, 
for there is a cause for every effect : it arises from a lack 
of religion, a deeper work of grace in the heart. They 
are in the shallows, too near the shore. We must not 
skim along the surface of religion, but launch out into 
the depths we have not sounded. 

A ship sailing near the shore is in greater danger of 
being wrecked than when out at sea, in deep waters. 
So is the christian more liable to make " shipwreck of 
faith and a good conscience," by inclining too much to 
the world, — steering] too near the sand banks of pride, 
the rocks of unbelief, and the whirlpools of presumption, 
than he otherwise would be, by rising to higher attain- 
ments in holiness, and pressing into entire sanctifi- 

oation. 

When there is not much depth of religion in the heart, 
it is not surprising to find the thermometer of enjoy- 
ments very low. 

Cheerfulness becomes us in the service of the Lord. 
" clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with 
the voice of triumph." "Make a joyful noise unto God, 
all ye lands : sing forth the honour of his name : make 
his praise glorious. bless our God, ye people, and 
make the voice of his praise to be heard." Christians 
rejoice, 

4. Because tits a duty they owe to the world. Pure 
religion is not merely to be enjoyed, nor pent up in 
monkish cloisters, but must be exhibited and recom* 
mended. But who are to do this ? Not the men of the 
world, for they cannot consistently recommend in theory 
what they disapprove in practice. The duty therefore 
devolves upon professors of religion, upon those who 
assume the christian character, and enjoy experimen- 
tal religion. They must, as sooial beings, hold inter- 
course with their fellow-creatures, and endeavour by a 
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cheerful and happy state of mind to represent religion 
as not to occasion suspicion, but so as to make favoura- 
ble impressions, and produce conviction of the truthful- 
ness of its representations. For there are some people 
who entertain sceptical notions of religion, and to change 
the views of such characters, a uniform and consistent 
deportment is essential in those who profess godliness. 
To promote religion efficiently, we must throw into it 
the weight and influence of our own example. " Then 
ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace : 
the mountains and ,the hills shall break forth before you 
into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands." 

Having observed the source, chief properties, and 
grounds of christian joy, I shall close this address with 
a few remarks. 

1 . To those who neither possess nor desire the joy I have 
been describing. Tou are probably seeking happiness 
in gambling, rioting, and scenes of dissipation. On the 
race course, in the haunts of the debauchee, at the thea- 
tre, the card table, the billiard room, or in the circles of 
fashion. Tour search for real bliss in such objects and 
pursuits will be vain. Such amusements, Buch phan- 
toms of enchantment, are not only illusive, but incapable 
of yielding permanent joy and inward satisfaction ; for 
when the cup of pleasure is drained, the dregs are bitter, 
and the sediment is pernicious. " As one who labours 
' to carry water in a sieve, and to catch the wind in a net, 
so is he who attempts to gain satisfaction by seeking it 
in the things of this world." 

" In vain we seek a heaven below the sky. 
The world has false but flattering charms : 
Its distant joys look big in our esteem, 
But lessen still as they draw near the eye ; 
In our embrace the visions die ; 
And when we grasp the airy forma, 
We lose ike pleasing dream." 
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You have no cause for rejoicing in reference to future 
prospects and destiny, no firm ground for mirth while 
you are at enmity with God. Dreadful denunciations, 
and awful woes are out against you. " Woe unto you 
that laugh now, for ye shall mourn and weep." Can a 
person be joyful who is gliding rapidly down the stream 
to a deep, fatal precipice, over which he is shortly to be 
precipitated ? Can a condemned criminal rejoice on his 
way to the scaffold on which he must shortly expire ? 
Can a man rejoice as he sets his foot on the threshold of 
a volcano, and soon may be covered with a shower of 
fire? Docs the mariner see cause for rejoicing while 
clinging to the wreck of his stranded vessel, expecting 
every moment to be dashed against the rocks, or sink 
beneath the roaring breakers, to rise no more ? To these 
questions common sense answers, No. Equally perilous 
is your state, and that of all who are unconverted. The 
stream of time is bearing you on its bosom with an irre- 
sistible impetuosity ; and, if you repent not, you will 
eventually be precipitated over the precipice of time into 
the bottomless pit, where there is "weeping, wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth." You are condemned already ; and 
when the sentence is executed, you will be "bound 
hand and foot/ 7 and consigned to daik despair. You are 
on the verge of a burning vortex, and soon may be en- 
veloped in its devouring flames. You are on the ocean 
of time ; but, although the elements are now calm, and 
the skies clear, in a moment the heavens may be dark- 
ened, a storm may arise, aud hurl your frail bark on the 
rocks of ruin, where, overwhelmed with anguish, the 
frantic soul shall shriek, as it sinks amidst the storms of 
eternal indignation. " The wicked are driven away in 
their wickedness." 

2. / shall address a few words to those who earnestly 
desire the possession of that joy which is a fruit of the 
Spirit. " Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence 
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to make your calling and election sure." Perhaps you 
have met with some discouragements,, have stumbled at 
some difficulty, and have said, " Our bones are dried, 
and our hope is lost." Despair not! "Be of good 
courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that 
hope in the Lord." You need mercy : it is provided 
for you : and is attainable now. Hear the promises and 
invitations contained in the scriptures. "Him that 
cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out." " The 
Spirit and the bride say, come. And let him that 
heareth say, come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take of the water of life 
freely," Rev. xxii. 1 7. You must accede to the Divine 
requirements. " Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out." " Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." There is 
no joy that can equal the joy of the christian, — none so 
refined — none so pure — none so satisfying; and this joy 
you may realize. 

3. Let believers adore the Author of their joy. " Thou 
hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time 
that their corn and their wine increased," Ps. iv. 7. 
None have greater cause to laud and magnify His holy 
name than they have. You may have to endure painful 
bereavements, and pass through great tribulations ; but 
these things cannot diminish the lustre of the crown that 
awaits you in the skies. The sorrows, sufferings, and 
fatigues incident to the present life, will make th.9 plea- 
sures and joys of heaven more ineffable and refreshing. 
Exquisite and endless are the joys above. "In thy 
presence is fulness of joy ; at thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore." With such a glorious pros- 
pect before you, be cheerful, courageous, and faithful. 
Grieve not the Holy Spirit, by neglecting your duty to 
your Creator. live in the element of prayer; pitch 
your tent on " the mountains of frankinaen&fe, «xA ^&& 
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hills of myrrh ;" lahour in the Lord's vineyard ; strive to 
be ufeful. In proportion as you are active in the cause 
of God will your own joy be increased, and your best in- 
terests promoted. " They that sow in tears shall 
reap in joy." There is joy associated with ministerial 
success. Jlence said the apostle Paul, " That I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in 
vain, neither laboured in vain." To the Thessalonians 
he said, " For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of re- 
joicing ? Are not even ye, in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at his coming ? For ye are our glory and 
joy." When your work is done, the exhilerating plaudit 
will break on your ears — " Well done, good and faithful 
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." What 
sights will then burst on your enraptured vision ! 

" For beneath 
A soul immortal, is a mortal joy, 
Nor are our powers to perish immature ; 
But after feeble efforts here, beneath 
A brighter sun, and in a nobler soil, 
Transplanted from this sublunary bed, 
Shall flourish fair, and put forth all their bloom." 
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" With aspect mild, and elevated eye, 
The christian seated on a mount serene, 
Above the joys of sense, and passions storm : 
All the black cares and tumults of this life, 
Like harmless thunder breaking at his feet, 
Excite his pity, not impair his peace." 

In whatever relation we contemplate the subject of 
peace, whether it be in relation to God, to nations, to 
families, or to individuals, it always affords great plea- 
sure and peculiar interest to a pious mind. It is one of 
the greatest national blessings that can be enjoyed. War 
is a system of barbarity, wretchedness, devastation, and 
death. " Every battle of the warrior is with confused 
noise, and garments rolled in blood.' 7 It is a violation 
of the laws of Heaven for nation to lift up sword against 
nation. Such adventures are at variance with the prin- 
ciples of the New Testament; in which such iron-hearted 
encounters and bloody contests are sternly prohibited. 

War is not of recent origin ; it is not the offspring of 
yesterday ; it is coeval with the infancy of the world. 
We see the system in miniature in the murder of right- 
eous Abel; but the principle which influenced that 
tragic deed was not coffined with the ashes of that 
early martyr, but it has been strengthened and cherished 
in every subsequent age. This li&-destxopxv% ^teox 
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has been established on a broader basis, and carried out 
on a more extended scale ; and even yet the hands of 
some nations are crimsoned with the blood of the slain. 
The long train of evils which are the effects of such con- 
tentions cannot be fully enumerated or depicted. It has 
snapped the link which united nations, and they 
have tumbled into confusion ; it has depopulated cities, 
dethroned monarchs, dissolved dynasties, robbed man 
of his rights, embarrassed governments, overthrown em- 
pires, shed a withering blast over kingdoms, retarded 
the progress of # commerce, and sent millions hurried and 
unprepared to the tribunal of God. But we hope the 
day is not far distant when the thirst for war shall be 
slaked, and when the last spark of military ambition 
shall be extinguished in the bosom of every fierce and 
fiendlike warrior ; and when, as Dr. Cumming observes, 
" across the calm brows of men shall be flung the sha- 
dows of deep tranquillity. Names that are now memo- 
rials of glory shall be expunged from our recollection — 
battle-fields and victories, and slaughtered battalions 
shall be forgotten — the red eye of battle shall shut, and 
the lightnings of war that have blazed across the world, 
and made cities volcanoes, and nations ashes, shall be 
quenched for ever :" and when the religion of Christ 
shall unite all people in the bond of universal brother- 
hood. "We can easily trace the evils of war to their 
source — namely, to the heart. "Prom whence come 
wars and fightings among you ? come they not hence, 
even of your lusts that war in your members ?" The 
cause must be removed, then the effects will cease. 
Begenerate the human race — let the message of the her- 
alds of truth be universally accepted, then wars will 
cease to the ends of the earth. " How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace ; that bringeth good tid- 
ings of good, that publisheth salvation ; that saith unto 
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Zion thy God reigneth," Isa. lii. 7. The gospel enjoins 
peace. "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, 
without which no man shall see the Lord." We have 
to consider spiritual peace as a fruit of the spirit, and which 
is the foundation of all personal, relative, and national 
tranquillity. Let us contemplate, 

I. The christian's peace. 

That the christian possesses spiritual peace, history, 
observation, and experience fully demonstrate. Notice, 

1. His peace with God. "We read that "the Lord will 
bless his people with peace." This implies reconcilia- 
tion to God. 

This is not the state of man by nature ,• {t Because the 
carnal mind is enmity against God : for it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then 
they that are in the flesh cannot please God," Bom. viii. 
7, 8. Man in his unrenewed state is a rebel against God, 
he refuses to render allegiance to the divine government. 
" Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God ? "Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the 
world is the enemy of God," James, iv. 4. This is the 
state the Colossians were originally in ; they were alien- 
ated and enemies in their minds by wicked works. 

God has given to man laws by which his conduct and 
temper must be regulated, but these laws have been 
repeatedly broken, and the attached penalties have been 
justly merited. The solemn mandates of the eternal 
God have been fearfully disregarded, and, therefore, alie- 
nation and rebellion have been prominent traits in the 
moral history of mankind. For nations to be involved 
in savage war, and to see regiments of athletic men 
mown down like grass, is truly awful ; or to see two per- 
sons engage in a duel indicates not only an impious oppo- 
sition against God, but also the absence of self-respect. 
But to rebel against God is without cause; such hostility 
is unprovoked. " Because sentence against an &rii ^<s&l 
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is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons 
of men is fully set in them to do evil," Eccl. viii. 11. 

Jehovah hath in his infinite wisdom and disinterested 
benevolence, devised a scheme of mercy in which man's 
reconciliation to his Maker is possible. ' ' Therefore being 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ," Rom. v. 1. "But now in Christ 
Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made 
both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us ; haying abolished in his flesh the 
enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances ; for to make in himself of twain one new 
man, so making peace ; and that he might reconcile 
both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the 
enmity thereby : and came and preached peace to you' 
which were afar off, and to them that were nigh," Eph. 
ii. 13 — 17. " And all things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given 
to us the ministry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them." " And having 
made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to 
reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whe- 
ther they be things in earth, or things in heaven. And 
you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in 
the body of his flesh through death to present you holy 
and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight," Col. 
i. 20—22. 

The grand object of the Saviour in his mission to our 
world was to reconcile man to God, which could only be 
effected through the blood of his cross ; hence arises the 
necessity of the atonement, for without the shedding of 
blood there could be no remission. But " Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 
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curse for us." At his incarnation the angels sung, 
" Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will towards men." This is the object contemplated by 
the gospel ministry ; it is the " ministry of reconcilia- 
tion," " the word of reconciliation." God is solicitous 
for man's reconciliation, as is evident from the means 
he employs to effect it. He has not come in person, 
nor delegated angels to beseech men to be reconciled ; 
but he has entrusted the embassy with his servants, who, 
in Christ's stead, are endeavouring to carry out the 
Divine purposes, in reconciling the world to God. "Kow 
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us : we pray you in Christ's stead be ye 
reconciled to God," 2 Cor. v. 20. The conditions of our 
reconciliation are taught in his word, explained, and 
pressed upon our acceptance by the ministers of the gos- 
pel, and applied to our hearts by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. The christian not only enjoys peace with God, 
but also, 

2. Peace in his conscience. This is the result of hav- 
ing obtained peace with God. The works of the flesh, 
such as hatred, variance, pride, prejudice, wrath, envy, 
strife, and all uncharitableness must be destroyed before 
peace of conscience can be realized. The peace of God 
is a purchased boon, a distinguished gift, a choice bles- 
sing, a valuable treasure ; its full estimate cannot be 
fixed, nor can the acutest discrimination fully discover 
its significance. 

Obstacles may lie in the way of its attainment, and 
lengthy struggles and deep sorrow of mind may 
precede its enjoyment; but when the requisitions 
of the Saviour are complied with, and the offers of the 
Divine forgiveness are accepted, "the peace which, 
passeth all understanding" is imparted, and the turbulent 
spirit becomes tranquillized. It is a peace which the 
world can neither give nor take away ; it &II&3* 4&& 
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alarms of conscience, composes the mind, supplies the 
wants of the soul in all times of need, and sheds an ad- 
mirable serenity over all the transactions of life. There 
is frequently much external discord and public agitation 
raging around us ; controversies, clashing of sentiment, 
riots and jar rings, and communities convulsed in hurri- 
canes of strife ; but the soul of the christian delights to 
live in the circle of tranquillity, calm and collected, 
amidst the upheavings and commotions around it. The 
peace of God sweetens experience, smooths the rugged 
path to the house appointed for all living, softens the 
dying pillow, extracts the sting of death, and inspires a 
blooming hope of a blissful immortality. 

3. Peace with men. This is recommended in scrip- 
ture. " If it be possible, as much as lieth in you live 
peaceably with all men." There are some persons 
whose object is to tease, annoy, and destroy the repose 
of others. They study and devise mischief; they forge 
and circulate falsehoods, and appear to glory in the som- 
bre art of creating quarrels amongst their neighbours. 
Such conduct is peevish and sinful ; and clearly proves 
that they are of their " father the devil, for his works 
they do." The christian, however, is wishful to be at 
peace with all men ; he feels no disposition to sacrifice 
his religion on the altar of agitation, or relinquish his 
principles at the shrine of contention. He enjoys, re- 
commends, and promotes peace. "Great peace have 
they which love thy law, : and nothing shall offend 
them," Ps. cxix. 165. 

" How great the peace, how blest the joy, 
Each true believer inly feels ! 
Satan can ne'er the bliss destroy, 
"Which faith in Jesus sweetly yields." 

Where genuine religion exists, there will be peace in 
the family. Peace shall dwell in the tabernacle of the 
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righteous ; and what can contribute more to order and 
personal comfort than peace in the family circle ? No- 
thing can be more desirable than spiritual peace, inas- 
much as it not only assuages the perturbation of the 
mind, but also promotes harmony and conjugal affection 
towards each other. 

There is harmony in the revolutions of the planets, 
whether kindred or remote to each other be the orbits in 
which they revolve ; the law of order prevents collision, 
and controls them in their respective spheres. So are 
the members of a family regulated by the " law of the 
Lord," and influenced by the principles of religion, pre- 
served from contention, discord, and janglings, which 
often sever the ties of friendship, and alienate the social 
affections. Isaiah, when describing the sins of the Jews, 
says : " The way of peace they know not; and there is 
no judgment in their goings : they have made them 
crooked paths : whosoever goeth therein shall not know 
peace, ,, chap. lix. viii.; — a declaration applicable to 
thousands in this kingdom and throughout the world, 
" To be carnally minded is death ; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace," Rom. viii. 6. 

Peace in the church is important and desirable. " Be- 
hold," says the psalmist, " how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity," Ps. 
exxxiii. 1. If there is not uniformity, there ought to 
be unity in the church : this is indispensable to her pro- 
gress and triumphs. If the seeds of strife exist, they 
must be immediately uprooted, and the elements of con- 
tention destroyed ; fervent charity should characterize 
every inhabitant of Zion. "We are instructed to " pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem." Our language should be, 
" Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy 
palaces. For my brethren and companions' sakes, I 
will now say, Peace be within thee." A spirit of holy 
peace must be cherished, that we may " keep th&\xs&3 
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of the Spirit in the bond of peace." The apostle Paul 
was awake to the importance of christian unity when 
he exhorted the Corinthians to be "perfect, to be of 
good comfort, to be of one mind, to live in peace ;" then 
said he, " the God of love and peace shall be with you." 
This fruit of the Spirit was, 

1. A legacy the Saviour bequeathed to his sorrowing 
disciples. Their sorrow arose from what he had said 
about leaving them : " Because I have said these things 
unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart." Either by 
their looks or their expressions, the Saviour discovered 
indications of grief, but which lie endeavoured to re- 
move by informing them that " He was going to prepare 
a place for them, and would come again, and receive 
them unto himself; that where he was there they might 
be also." How soothing his language on the eve of his 
departure ! how dignified and amiable his conduct ! and 
how affectionately he addresses them, that he might re- 
compose their minds and alleviate their distress ! " Peace 
I leave with you, my peace I give unto you : not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, nether let it be afraid," John xiv. 27. "And 
I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever." But 
this invaluable blessing, this incomparable legacy, was 
not designed exclusively for the disciples of Christ, but 
was intended for his followers in every age and in every 

nation. That peace which is the fruit of the Spirit is 
also, 

2. The christian's solace amidst toil and sufferings. 
"These things have I spoken unto you," saith the 
Saviour, "that in me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye shall have tribulation : but be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world," John xvi. 33. Many in 
former times were unwavering in their adherence to re- 
ligion, with prospects the most gloomy, and in the face 
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of sufferings the most appalling. Supported by Divine 
peace, they have patiently endured the severest priva- 
tions, and met death in divers forms, with remarkable 
composure of mind. It has sustained and cheered them 
when wandering in deserts, when climbing mountains, 
reclining in dens, cowering in caves, arrayed in sheep- 
skins, afflicted, destitute, and homeless. When the 
stream of persecution has risen high and overflowed its 
ordinary channels, and swept with mighty force over the 
country, many devoted saints have stood like rocks in 
the rushing torrent. 

What was the testimony of Job when deprived of his 
possessions, and while enduring heavy bodily afflictions? 
It appears to be this : Although the Sabeans may drive 
away my five hundred yoke of oxen, and slay my ser- 
vants with the sword ; fire may fall from heaven and 
consume my seven thousand sheep ; the Chaldeans may 
take possession of my three thousand camels ; the winds 
of the wilderness may smite the house and bury my 
children in the ruins thereof; the hand of God may 
afflict my frail body, and death shake his quiver in my 
face ; my possessions taken from me, my children dead, 
my health gone, and my Mends have deserted me ; yet, 
supported by the peace of God, my language shall be, 
"The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed 
be the name of the Lord." Peace, like an anchor holds 
the spirit in delightful tranquillity while the vessel in 
which it is enshrined is rocked on the bosom of the storm. 
" The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." 



" The troubled conscience knows thy voice, 
Thy cheerful words awake our joys :. 
Thy words allay the stormy wind. 
And calm the surges of the mind." 

* 

3. It is the christian's pledge of future Aappm%**~ 
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" Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright : for 
the end of that man is peace/' Psa. xxxvii. 37. He 
does not build his hopes of heaven on airy speculations, 
imaginary dreamings, or poetic fancies ; but on firm and 
solid rock — on scriptural principles — on peace with God 
through faith in Jesus Christ ; this is his consolation in 
death, and his passport to the skies. There is "a time 
to be born, and a time to die." None are exempt from 
death, none can evade his stroke. There is something 
awful in the death of the wicked ; their remorse and repre- 
hensions of conscience are often indescribable and over- 
whelming ; they die in the armour of rebellion, and ex- 
pire at enmity with God. 

But the christifh's death is tranquil and happy ; his 
title is clear, his evidence satisfactory, his hope of eter- 
nal life sure and certain. Like Simeon, when he em- 
braced the Saviour in his arms in the temple, he can say 
" Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word : for mine eyes have seen thy sal- 
vation," Luke ii. 29, 30. 

Its perfection is in heaven ; there the inhabitants 
enjoy perfect and eternal peace. How bright the hope 
and inspiring the thought of a participation of the efful- 
gent glories in the kingdom of heaven, and the assurance 
the christian feels of being divinely aided in his transi- 
tion " from glory to glory." 

II. The effects which this peace produces. 

They are great and glorious even in a temporal point 
of view. 

1. It lays the foundation of national prosperity and 
concord. Peace and prosperity are two of the brightest 
gems that can sparkle on the brow of a nation, and re- 
flect honour on the men who turn the helm of her des- 
tinies. It is said, that " righteousness exalte th a na- 
tion ;" a truth which we readily acknowledge. Let the 
principles of righteousness be universally adopted, and 
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peace wave her mild banner oyer all nations, and lift 
her ensign in every wind of the sky, then how sublime 
and glorious would be the .consummation ! 

How impressive and elegant are the figures, and how 
appropriate the representations, given in the word of 
God. "In his days shall the righteous flourish, and 
abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth." Let 
the pure light of the gospel shine, and its transforming 
influence be felt, then " the wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and 
the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; 
and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the 
bear shall feed ; their young ones shall lie down to- 
gether : and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And 
the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and 
the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain : for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea," Isa. xi. 6 — 9. 

2. It invests character with surpassing excellence. 
"We have a stereotyped encomium passed upon the chris- 
tian : " The righteous is more excellent than his neigh- 
bour." He may not exceed his neighbour in external 
grandeur or worldly superiority ; neither may he be re- 
garded by men of the world as a man of surpassing 
worth; but many are blind to the excellency of his 
character, and therefore their views and judgment are 
exceedingly defective. True dignity of character does 
not depend on outward splendour, nor consist in name, 
rank, or office. There may be mitred heads, powdered 
wigs, sacerdotal garments, chaplets, strings of beads, 
and diamond-set crowns worn by persons who are des- 
titute of moral principle, and strangers to the dignity of 
the children of God. The circumstances of the ungodly, 
temporally considered, are, in many instances, more 
higlily advantageous than those of the christian.*, \sv& 

T3L 
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there is a spiritual view of the subject to be taken. In 
this respect, the latter assumes a position, privileges, and 
prospects to which the former can have no claim. They 
have passed from death unto life — are received into the 
favour and family of God — and made heirs to an incor- 
ruptible inheritance. These are considerations which 
render the character of the christian attracting, and in- 
vest it with dignity and importance. Hence states the 
apostle John, " Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be : but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is." 

3. It gives a commanding influence to their example. 
" Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven," Matt. v. 16. Beligious example is influen- 
tial, and often associated with, or productive of, results 
the most beneficial. Christians are not dead letters, but 
" living epistles, read and known of all men." Their 
conduct is not inexplicable and dark, but legible and 
luminous. They are known by the name they bear, by 
the principles they imbibe, by the obligations they ac- 
knowledge, by the characters they imitate, by the uni- 
form they wear, by the laws and precepts they observe, 
by the evils they avoid, by the zeal, humility, love, and 
temper they manifest. 

Religion in the heart will unfold its excellency in the 
oonduct of its possessor. A christian carries an influence 
calculated to make favourable impressions on the minds 
of those with whom he associates, with respect to the 
divinity and advantages of religion. What is greatly 
needed at the present day is, the exhibition of christian 
principles in the lives of professors of religion. If pa- 
rents are wishful to make serious impressions on the 
minds of their children, they must furnish them with a 
Corresponding model. Does the teacher desire the spiri- 
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tual welfare of his pupils ? He must remember that 
much depends on the conduct he manifests before them. 
Is the master concerned for the salvation of his servents? 
Let him wield a moral influence, and convince them by 
indisputable evidence that he enjoys the same great and 
glorious blessing. Does the minister of the gospel feel 
deeply solicitous for the conversion of his hearers ? Let 
him "take heed unto himself, and unto the doctrine; 
continue in them : for in doing this he shall save him-, 
self, and them that hear him." " Be not like rowers 
in a barge," says an old divine, " that look one way, 
and row another ; do not look heavenward by your pro- • 
fession, and row hellward by your conversation : do not 
pretend to love God, and yet love sin." It gives, 

4. An additional force and sublimity to active efforts, 
" Be ye steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your la- 
bour is not in vain in the Lord," 1 Cor. xv. 58. ISTo 
arguments are necessary to convince you that active and 
united efforts are greatly needed. This is obvious to all 
who believe the doctrine of universal depravity. The 
state of the world viewed geographically, statistically, 
and morally, supplies motives, and furnishes reasons, for 
gigantic efforts to ameliorate its condition. Our efforts 
to promote the Divine glory must be vigorous, sincere, 
and constant. " He that winneth souls is wise." None 
are so successful in improving the physical, intellectual, 
and moral condition of mankind, and none are so efficient 
in advancing the interests of religion, and extending the 
kingdom of the Eedeemer, as those who can speak ex- 
perimentally of the peace, joy, and happiness of religion. 

The deeds of the warrior may be applauded and chroni- 
cled, his martial fame may spread through the nations 
of the earth, and his achievements may be the favourite 
theme of the poet's song ; the historian may string to- 
gether battles fought and victories won, and m^M 
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and elegant terms of speech depict the glory of such 
contests ; but it is ideal, it is false glory ; for when he has 
wreathed the conqueror's brow with the withering gar- 
land of worldly honour, he cannot expunge the crimson 
stains that are upon it, nor offer an equivalent for the 
lives he has destroyed, 

" For only the actions of the just 
Shall sweat and blossom in the dust/' 

We admire the disposition, wisdom, and eloquence of 
the statesman, who advocates measures calculated to 
benefit the masses of society temporally ; and not less 
worthy of our admiration and praise are the exertions 
made by the servants of God to effectuate the spiritual 
and eternal welfare of the human race. There is a force 
and sublimity in such efforts that cannot be found in 
any other pursuit or enterprise on the face of the earth ; 
and we cannot too highly estimate such performances 
and perseverance in doing good. Piety gives practical 
force, throws an alluring charm and vital influence over 
such operations. Purity and peace indicate our interest 
in Christ, are pledges of our obedience to him, a stand- 
ing proof of our spiritual attainments, and are character- 
istic of efforts evangelical in their nature, operative and 

efficacious in their tendency. 

"We are bound by the duties of religion, by the princi- 
ples and obligations of Christianity, and the example of 
Christ, to put forth our physical and moral energies, in 
a spirit of meekness and christian charity, to extend the 
kingdom of the Prince of peace. Our prayer should be 
— " Establish thou the work of our hands, yea, the 
work of our hands establish thou it." Spiritual peace 
tends, 

5. To moderate our attachment to earthly things* 
" "While we look not at the things which are seen, but 
at the things which are not seen : for the things which 
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are seen are temporal ; but the things which are not seen 
are eternal," 1 Cor. iv. 18. Earthly things are perish- 
able in their nature, and fleeting in their continuance. 
Vanity is stamped on every object under the sun. All 
things are crumbling into desolation. Men of the world 
have their portion in this life. They are as much 
wedded, and as strongly attached, to earthly objects'and 
pursuits as if this world comprehended the whole of their 
existence. But the christian's treasure is in heaven; 
his affections are set on things above. He estimates . 
this world according to its value ; draws a line between 
things temporal and things eternal. Here he has no 
continuing city ; his stay on earth is uncertain ; he is 
liable to an ejectment any day, any hour; he is only a 
tenant-at-will, as are others, and may quit this scene of 
probation without the formality of a discharge. Im- 
pressed with these considerations, he sits loose from the 
world ; his affections are detached from earthly things* 
and transferred to spiritual and more durable realities. 
He is aspiring to a higher mode of existence, advancing 
in piety, allured by Divine promises, attracted by celes- 
tial objects, absorbed in heavenly contemplations. With 
his loins girded, and his lamp burning, he looks " for 
that blessed hope, and glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ," Titus ii. 13. 

" Thrice blessed, bliss-inspiring hope ! 
It lifts the fainting spirits up ; 

It brings to life the dead : 
Our conflicts here will soon be past, 
And you and I ascend at last, 

Triumphant with our head !" 

Notice, 

IH. The duty of those who enjoy spieittjal 

PEACE. 

We must retain it in our hearts, 

1. By firmly resisting every thing that would m\>a&e 
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our peace. " For it is not a vain thing for you, because it 
is your life/' Deut. xxxii. 47. Peace commenced, must 
be maintained and matured. There are enemies to 
guard against who assail our internal quiet, and would 
rejoice at the destruction of our spiritual comfort. The 
world would fain infuse its spirit into our minds, and 
Satan frequently attempts an ingress into our hearts ; 
but there must be no yielding, no surrender to the foe. 
We must neither be decoyed by the world's daggling 
pleasures, nor taken captive by the enemy. We must 
guard every avenue to the heart, strengthen, and defend 
the citadel of the soul with walls of faith and prayer. 
David said, *' Let my prayer be set forth before thee as 
incense : and the lifting up of my hands as the evening 
sacrifice. Set a watch, Lord, before my mouth ; keep 
the door of my lips," Ps.'cxli. 2, 3. 

A spirit of anger and revenge must be avoided. 
" Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give 
place unto wrath : for it is written, vengeance is mine ; 
I will repay, saith the Lord," Rom. xii, 19. 

This signifies, that we are " to avoid a spirit and pur- 
pose of revenge ; that we must not attempt to avenge 
ourselves, but to leave it with God." 

That we are not to cherish a vindictive disposition is 
evident from the doctrine taught by Christ. " But I 
say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute you," Matt. 
v. 44. He did not teach one thing, and do another ; or 
urge the observance of a doctrine upon others, he did not 
exemplify in his own conduct. There was no discre- 
pancy in his teaching and tenor of his life : the one 
harmonized with the other. His enemies tried to provoke 
him to anger; they smote him on the cheek; they 
wounded and bruised him, spit upon him, impugned 
his character, and wreathed his brow with thorns ; yet 
he reviled not again. 
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Being partakers of Divine grace, we must invariably 
manifest a forgiving disposition towards our bitterest 
enemies ; not merely because it is our duty, but because 
it will conduce to our peace and comfort. " Thou wilt 
keep him* in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee: 
because he trusteth in thee/' Isa. xxvi. 3. 

2. By abiding in Christ " Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 
it abide in the vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide 
in me," John X v. 4. "As ye have therefore received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him," Col. ii. 6. 
It is necessary to our spiritual safety ; Christ is our re- 
fuge in the storm, our shelter, hiding-place, and muni- 
tion of rocks. 

" Here is firm footing ; here is solid rock ; 
This can support us ; all is sea besides ; 
Sinks under us ; bestorms, and then devours. 
His hand the good man fastens on the skies, 
And bids earth roll, nor feels her idle whirl." 



It is necessary to preserve us from error and delusion. 
" Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doc- 
trine of Christ, hath not God; he that abideth in 
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the 
Son." It is indispensable to our access to the Father. 
" For through Christ we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father," Eph. ii. 18. " JSTo man cometh unto 
the Father but by me." " Wherefore," states the apos- 
tle Paul, when writing to the Hebrews, " he is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that oome unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession, for 
them." It is essential to produce the fruits of holiness. 
The branch cannot bear fruit except it abide in the vine, 
neither can we have our " fruits unto holiness," unless 
we are united to Christ. The union which subsists be- 
twixt Christ and his people, described under the «^\. 
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tride of the vine and branches, is manifest by the fruits 
they produce. " Let us " walk worthy of the Lord un- 
to all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and 
increasing in the knowledge of God," Col. i. 10. 

" And let me through thy Spirit know 
To glorify my God below, 
And find my way to heaven." 

In closing this address, I will add a warning and an 
exhortation. 

1. A teaming to you who are destitute of the love, joy, 
and peace of true religion. Axe you crying, " Peace, 
peace^ when there is no peace ?" If so, your cry is a 
false one ! your assertions are not true, but sheer delu- 
sion. There is authentic evidence against you; for 
" there is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked," Isa. 
lvii. 21. Yours is a peace associated with the stillness 
of death and the corruption of the grave. It is like the 
silence that precedes the rumble of the earthquake — 
the tranquillity that precedes the crash of a falling for- 
est — the calm that precedes the pestilential and suffo- 
cating simoom— or terrific tornado of the desert, the 
mild ripple of the ocean, before the storm, shipwreck, 
and the death- wail of a sinking crew. Tou may try 
to lull your consciences to sleep, and dream of security; 
but while that is no evidence of your safety, it renders 
your condition more perilous. 

"A Sicilian might as well build his mansion on 
Mount Etna, and found his edifice on one of its flaming 
craters ; or a Neapolitan select one of the burning sum- 
mits of Vesuvius as a site for a secure dwelling-place," 
as for you to fancy that you are safe while quietly re- 
posing in sin. You are on the very apex of utter and 
irretrievable ruin. Another day, another hour, and the 
icy hand of death may grasp you, and your souls may 
writhe under the withering frowns of the Almighty, 
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deafened by the thunders of Divine justice, where the 
fire is kindled, but cannot burn out your immortality. 
Are you crying, " Peace, peace," when perhaps this 
may be the last offer of mercy to which you may listen? 
" Peace, peace," when death may have marked you as 
his victim ! " Peace, peace," whilst peradventure the 
Judge is at the door, the judgment-seat in sight, and 
eternity at hand. If such be your peace, and if under 
such circumstances you can be tranquil, I envy not your 
composure. If you repent not, your false peace will 
soon be disturbed and broken by the noise of eternity, 
the tumult, the sufferings of perdition, and the shrieks 
of the damned. " The harvest is past, the summer is 
ended, and we are not saved," will echo through the 
dungeon of the lost. 

2. You who are anxiously enquiring the way of peace, 
suffer the word of exhortation. Convinced of your dan- 
ger, and desirous to effect your escape, haste like Lot from 
the conflagration of Sodom ; flee to the mountain — to 
Christ, for safety. " To-day, if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts." I urge you with vehemence, 
I press the matter with all seriousness, and entreat you 
with affection, to make a total surrender of yourselves 
to Christ, by repentance and faith in Him who died for 
you. "Acquaint now thyself with God, and be at 
peace ; thereby good shall come unto thee." Hearken 
unto his commandments, and keep them, then your peace 
shall flow as a river, and your righteousness abound as 
the waves of the sea." " Hear what God the Lord will 
speak, for he will speak peace to his people, and to his 
saints." Hear his language : " Fury is not in me : who 
would set the briars and thorns against me in a battle i 
I would go through them, I would burn them together. 
Or let him take hold of my strength, that he may make 
peace with me ; and he shall make peace with me," Isa. 
xxvii. 4, 5. Do not say, like Felix, "Go thy way for 
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this time ;" but be willing to consecrate your service 
this day, this moment, unto the Lord, for you know not 
what may be on the morrow. 

" In death's uncertainty thy danger lies. 
Is death uncertain ? therefore be thou fixed ; 
Fix* d as a sentinel, all eye, all ear, 
All expectation of the coming foe. 
Bouse, stand in arms, nor lean against thy spear, 
Lest slumber steal one moment o'er thy soul, 
And death surprise thee nodding." 
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"Now see the man immortal; him I mean 
Who lives as such ; whose heart, full bent on heaven, 
Leans all that way ; his bias to the stars. 
The world's dark shade in contrast set shall raise 
His lustre more ; though bright, without a foil. 
Observe his awful portrait, and admire : 
Nor stop at wonder — imitate and live." 

The longsufFering of God has been marvellously ex- 
tended towards mankind in all ages. This is a truth not 
only recorded in the Bible, and discovered in the history 
of all nations, but is also incorporated with our own ex- 
perience. 

The testimony of inspiration, the dictates of reason and 
experience combine to ratify this truth. It was mani- 
fest in the preservation of our first parents after their 
transgression. "When Moses, in obedience to the Divine 
command, stood, early in the morning, on the top of 
Mount Sinai, with the tables of stone in his hand, the 
Lord descended in a cloud, and as he passed by before 
him, He proclaimed, " The Lord, the Lord God, mer- 
ciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in good- 
ness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin." The apostle Peter evi- 
dently alludes to the exercise of the Divine forbearance ante- 
rior to the deluge, when he says, " Which sometime -sRsstfc 
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disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited 
in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, 
wherein few, that is eight souls, were saved by water." 
The same apostle farther states, " The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promises, as some men count slackness ; 
but is longsuffering to usward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance." 

It is manifest in sparing us, and in deferring the exe- 
cution of his threatenings. Such exhibitions of good- 
ness, mercy, and longsuffering, are powerful induce- 
ments to adoring gratitude for this part of the Divine 
conduct. But in many instances, the patience and com- 
passion of God are inconsiderately abused, and made the 
occasion of „ rebellion against him. Because sentence 
against evil deeds is not executed speedily, the children 
of men become more daring in their opposition to God, 
and reckless of their salvation. 

But we have to consider longsuffering in relation to 
the christian character. It is a fruit of the spirit, ano- 
ther essential link in the believer's golden chain, or 
interesting feature in the portrait of the christian. "We 
will notice — 

I. What it implies. 

According to the definitions of acknowledged authori- 
ties, longsuffering and patience are synonomous terms ; 
the one implies the other, the one involves the other. 
It implies resignation and forbearance. Resignation to 
the will of God, and a disposition to bear insults, inju- 
ries, and provocations, without seeking revenge, or mani- 
festing resentment. An individual who imbibes this 
spirit, and contributes to promote it in the minds of 
others, not only furnishes evidence of self-government, 
but exemplifies conduct worthy of general emulation. 
It is commended in scripture : "In your patience pos- 
sess ye your souls." It implies, 

1 . Submission and resignation to the Divine will. God 
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is a Sovereign, and requires universal obedience to his 
laws, and constant submission to his authority and gov- 
ernment. His laws are holy, wise, and just ; they pro- 
hibit nothing but what is injurious to our temporal and 
spiritual interests, and enjoin nothing but what is rea- 
sonable and advantageous. If a child be required to 
submit to his parent, a pupil to his teacher, a servant to 
his master, a soldier to his general, a subject to his sove- 
reign, we must acknowledge the equity of the Divine 
claims upon us. We are under his immediate and con- 
stant protection. He directs and controls all events for 
our good ; and to his rightful and universal sovereignty 
we must submit. 

"When Nadab and Abihu were consumed for offering 
strange fire before the Lord, Aaron held his peace, and 
he, Eleazer, and Ithamar were forbidden to mourn for 
them. When Samuel informed Eli of the destruction of 
his house, however painful the intelligence, Eli exclaimed, 
" It is the Lord : let him do what seemeth him good," 

1 Sam. iii. 18. This disposition produced acquiescence 
in the will of God in the case of the Shunamite, when 
deprived of her child. Elisha, seeing her afar off, sent 
his servant to meet her ; and Gehazi said unto her, " Is 
it well with thee ? Is it well with thy husband ? Is 
it well with the child ? And she answered, It is well," 

2 Kings iv. 26. 

There are many persons who imbibe a repining and 
murmuring spirit, especially if their purposes are frus- 
trated, their hopes blighted, and their schemes prove in- 
effectual. But every real and intelligent christian sees 
the wisdom and propriety of submitting patiently to the 
unerring administrations of Him who ' ' doeth whatever he 
will in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants 
of men ;" and who also " worketh all things according 
to the council of his own will." 

Some are highly dissatisfied with the order a&sL vs.- 
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rangements of Divine Providence in reference to their 
position and connexions in life. They observe others 
who, in regard to their worldly circumstances, and the 
circles in which they move, are considerably superior to 
themselves. This, to them, is a source of uneasiness, 
or an event at which they bitterly complain. They de- 
sire at least to be equal to them in point of influence, 
wealth, and respectability. They argue for equality, 
and not a few are aspirants for pre-eminence. It is to 
them a mortifying thought, that they are of low and 
undistinguished origin, and that their position in life is 
far from being affluent. They complain that some are 
high, and they are low ; that some are rich, and they 
are poor ; that some are illustrious, and they are obscure ; 
that some are gentlemen, and they have to labour for a 
livelihood. 

Others repine at the seasons ; and have presumption 
enough to conclude, that if they had the reins of gov- 
ernment in their own hands, they could regulate affairs 
and control events to better advantage. For them, days 
are either too long or too short — too hot or too cold — too 
wet or too dry. But the christian, in taking a view of 
the past, in relation to the Divine procedure, can bear 
his grateful testimony that the Lord "hath done all 
things well." 

Many pious people cannot boast of high parentage, 
extensive possessions, or distinguished abilities; but 
higher objects attract their attention, and themes of 
richer interest occupy their thoughts. Their state of 
mind is similar to that of the apostle Paul, when he said, 
" I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to 
be content," Phil. iv. 11. Whether it be a state of 
prosperity or adversity,— of sickness or health, they are 
confident that " all things shall work together for good 
to them that love God." Christian patience does not 
arise from the abundance of wealth possessed, but from 



LECTTJEE IV. 71 

the degree of holiness attained, A good man is often 
more content in his humble cottage* garret, or cellar, 
than those who reside in stately mansions, and are attired 
in the most elegant costume ; for true piety sheds a ray 
of light and comfort on the domestic hearth. " Godli- 
ness is profitable unto all things, having promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come/' I 
Tim. iv. 8. 

Many are dissatisfied with the term and trials of their 
probation. This probationary state is one of unspeakable 
importance. Here we form our character for eternity ; 
on this life hang eventful issues of weal or woe. Life 
is sweet, it is precious. " All that a man hath will he 
give for his life." To some however, life seems to be a 
burden ; they appear weary of it ; not in consequence of 
any affliction or calamity which has befallen them, but 
simply because they cannot accomplish some object they 
desire to realize, and frequently in a fit of displeasure, 
they terminate their earthly career — occurrences very 
common in our day. And there are not a few whose 
affections are so fully fixed on earthly things, that even 
in advanced life they are reluctant to let go their eager 
grasp of this sublunary state. 

But the christian duly appreciates life, with all its 
joys and sorrows, its difficulties and blessings,* and in 
seasons of severe trial, conflict, and bodily afflctions, his 
language is : " All the days of my appointed time will 
I wait, till my change come." He is not weary of life, 
neither is he unwilling to leave this world at his Maker's 
bidding. He is ready to glorify God either by his life 
or by his death. The apostle Paul, during his imprison- 
ment, said : " So now also Christ shall be magnified in 
my body, whether it be by life or by death. For to me 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live in the 
flesh, this is the fruit of my labour : yet what I shall 
choose I wot not. Tor I am in a strait betwixt W*» 
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having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ ; wliich 
is far better : nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more 
needful for you," Phil. i. 20 — 24. The apostle was 
willing to remain out of heaven for a time, if by contin- 
uing on earth he could be instrumental in bringing souls 
to heaven. 

The christian does not murmur at the length of the 
journey, nor repine at the ruggedness of the way, nor 
complain at the difficulties he has to surmount, nor the 
duties he has to perform, nor the sacrifices he has to 
make, nor the enemies he has to encounter, nor the toils 
and inconveniences he has to endure. Our chief concern, 
our principal business here is to do the will of our hea- 
venly Father ; to be content with such things as we have, 
for " godliness with contentment is great gain." " Let 
your conversation be without covetousness ; and be con- 
tent with such things as ye have : for he hath said, I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee," Heb. xviii. 5. 
It implies, 

2. Forbearance. " When ye do well, and suffer for 
it, ye take it patiently ; this is acceptable with God/' 1 
Pet. ii. 20. Life is a chequered scene ; and there are 
circumstances in our history which summon all the pa- 
tient longsuffering we possess to bear up under them. 
Religion does not destroy our sensitiveness, nor dim our 
vision, that we cannot perceive when we are injured and 
insulted ; yet it teaches us to exercise forbearance to- 
wards all men. Christians are ofben insulted by those 
whose aversion to religion is visible, such as infidels, 
atheists, and scoffers. Insults sometimes arise from 
members of the same family. " A man is at variance 
against his father, and the daughter against her mother, 
and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 1 ' 
Injuries, too, are often inflicted on them; they have 
suffered both in body and mind. But in what light 
should these things be viewed, or the estimate we should 
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form of them ? May we not regard them as trials of our 
faith, and tests of our patience, buttyas harmless to our 
moral character ? " Marvel not if the world hate you." 
And how should they be endured ? I answer, unwaver- 
ingly, this is requisite to our safety ; forgivingly, this is 
manly and honourable; patiently, without retaliation, 
for this is praiseworthy and Christlike. If this spirit 
was cultivated to a greater extent by professing chris- 
tians, the cause of God would sustain less injury, and 
many misunderstandings and much, controversy might be 
avoided*. Although the shade of imperfection may be 
seen at times even in the most exemplary christians, yet 
the altitude of their station renders them conspicious ; 
and their conduct and virtues cannot fail to exert an in- 
fluence on the minds of those around them. As there is 
a diversity of gifts, and degrees of holiness, so there are 
degrees of patience. All christians possess it in kind, 
but differ in extent of attainment. It is, however, the 
duty of all to cultivate a submissive, contented, and for- 
bearing spirit. The apostle prayed that the Colossians 
might be strengthened with all might, according to his 
glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with 
j oyfulness. ' ' Observe, 

H. The ctbctjmstances iw which this tempbb is^ 

MANIFESTED. 

It should be exercised at all times; but there are 
special occasions when this christian virtue is tested ; 
and when it is apparent under such circumstances, it 
greatly redounds to the honour of its recipients. To re- 
main calm and unmoved when there is nothing to afflict 
the body, nor to lacerate and perplex the mind, is no 
very arduous task ; but to be patient under persecutions, 
chastisements, and difficulties, renders the character 
doubly illustrious. It is manliest, 

1. When persecuted for righteousness sake. It is not 
unusual for the people of God to suffer neKa^&ob* 
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" Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try yo% as though some strange thing hap- 
pened unto you : but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are par- 
takers of Christ's sufferings ; that when his glory shall 
be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. If 
ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye ; 
for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you. * 
* * * If any man suffer as a christian, let him not 
be~ashamed ; but let him glorify God on this behalf." 
The Saviour, in his inimitable sermon on the mount, 
said, " Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and 
persecute'you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad : for great is your reward in heaven : for so perse- 
cuted they the prophets which were before you," Matt. 
v. 11, 12. 

All christians are subject to persecution and reproach 
while in this evil world. The strength of their faith, 
the firmness of their attachment to religion, their courage 
and temper, are often tried. Some try them designedly, 
by inflicting injury upon their persons, and slandering 
their character ; they frequently spread nets to entangle 
them, and gins to entrap them. Their motives are mis- 
represented; and, in many instances, they are the subjects 
oi calumny and contempt. But Christianity teaches its 
possessors to bear all this unmerited treatment with pa- 
tient longsuffering, and suppress every inclination which 
would lead to irritation and resentment. " Be not over- 
come of evil, but overcome evil with good." Let no 
provocations irritate you ; let no signs of impatience be 
observed in your conduct* 

Longsuffering was strikingly manifested in the con- 
duct of the Saviour towards his bitterest enemies ; for, 
" "When he was reviled, he reviled not again ; when he 
suffered, he threatened not ; but committed himself to 
him that judgeth righteously/ 1 1 Pet. ii. 23. The same 
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spirit was evinced towards the men who crimsoned their 
hands in his blood, when they nailed him to the cross ; 
when the sun withdrew his light, and the earth trem- 
bled, and the rocks over which the storms of ages had 
swept impressiveless were torn asunder ; and while the 
purple stream flowed from his mangled body, and the 
pains of death were upon him, his prayer was, " Fa- 
ther forgive them !" 

Look also at the conduot of Stephen, the first chris- 
tian martyr. He was falsely accused of blaspheming 
against the law and the temple, against Moses and 
against God ; he was condemned, dragged out of the city, 
and then stoned to death. But observe the triumph of 
longsuffering exemplified on the solemn occasion. They 
stoned Stephen while in the attitude and act of prayer ; 
but his dying accents were, " Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep/' 
Acts vii. 60. " Now the God of patience and consolation 
grant you to be likeminded one toward another accord- 
ing to Jesus Christ," Rom. xv. 5. It is manifest under, 

2. Divine chastisements. " Despise not thou the 
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 
of him ; for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure 
chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons ; for what 
son is he whom the father chasteneth not ?" Heb. xii. 
5 — 7. This passage clearly proves that christians are 
not exempt from afflictions. They are undoubtedly de- 
signed for their benefit ; hence David said : " Before I 
was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep thy word." 
" Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joy- 
ous, but grievous : nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby," Heb. xii. 11. 

This life is composed, so to speak, of joys and sorrows, 
struggles and triumphs, tears and smiles, storma «s& 
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calms, prosperity and adversity, of health and sickness. 
Job had his afflictions, but he endured them with extra- 
ordinary resignation. Hear his language : " When he 
hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." Again we 
read : " And I will bring the third part through the 
fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will 
try them as gold is tried : they shall call on my name, 
and I will hear them : I will say, It is my people : and 
they shall say, the Lord is my God." The apostle 
James remarks — " Knowing this, that the trying of your 
faith worketh patience. But let patience have her per- 
fect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing." 

Affliction is a school in which many have learned im- 
portant lessons : such as their own unworthiness, their 
frailty, and the necessity of a preparation for death and 
eternity. Affliction is a furnace, through which the chil- 
dren of God are sometimes conducted, that they may be 
purged from all impurity of heart, attain to a higher 
state of grace, and a more perfect likeness to Him who 
is the " brightness of the Father's glory, and the express 
image of his person." We have frequently too many 
drossy particles,— dregs and tin about us ; too much im- 
perfection and worldly mindedness. "Thy silver is 
mixed with dross, I will turn my hand upon thee, and 
purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy 
tin." 

The furnace may at times be heated to an unusually 
high temperature ; but the Eefiner sits to inspect the pro- 
cess, and knows when we are sufficiently purified. He 
will not allow the heat to rise one degree higher than 
we are able to endure ; he will lay no more upon his 
people than they can bear. Eelative and bodily afflic- 
tions are circumstances which afford ample scope for the 
development of christian patience. We must receive the 
corrections of our heavenly Father with cheerfulness and 
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docility ; His singular chastisements without murmur- 
ing; submit to His dispensations without complaint; 
yield to His appointments with willing resignation; 
receive His blessings with thankfulness ; and in seasons 
of severe trial exclaim, " Not my will, but thy will be 
done." 

" When I can trust my all with God, 
In trial's fearful hour, — 
Bow, all resigned, beneath His rod, 

And bless His sparing power ; 
A joy springs up amid distress, — 
A fountain in the wilderness." 

Then there are, 

3. Difficulties which often perplex the mind. We can- 
not find out the Almighty unto perfection. His ways 
are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts. 
" Behold, I go forward, but he is not there ; and back- 
ward, but I cannot perceive him: on the left hand, 
when he doth work, but I cannot behold him : he hideth 
himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him : but 
he knoweth the way that I take," Job xxiii. 8 — 10. 
" He holdeth back the face of his throne, and spreadeth 
his cloud upon it." 

Much is concealed from our view, and many of his 
ways are past finding out Partial, however, as is the 
revelation given to man, it is sufficient to answer all the 
purposes with reference to his salvation. In conse- 
quence of our limited knowledge, we are unable to com- 
prehend the designs of his unerring administration. The 
dealings of God with his people are often mysterious, 
their privations and sufferings are sometimes complex and 
protracted. The affectionate mother weeps over her 
expiring child; the afflicted widow, with symbols of 
bereavement fresh upon her, laments the loss of him 
who was the partner of her joys, and the lightener of 
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her sorrows ; but why this sudden and unexpected be- 
reavement, this shattered, reed of humanity is at a loss 
to know. The church frequently mourns over the loss 
of a useful and devoted pastor, who ministered at her 
altar, cut off in the midst of his zeal and vigour ; but 
she cannot comprehend the designs of the Almighty 
Sovereign of the universe. 

" God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform ; 
He plants his footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm." 

" He made darkness his secret place ; his pavilion round 
about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the 
skies," Ps. xviii. 11. 

But religion teaches its possessors to acquiesce in the 
inscrutable mysteries of Divine Providence. David said, 
" I was dumb ; I opened not my mouth, because thou 
didst it." Paul said, " For now we see through a glass, 
darkly ; but then face to face : now I know in part ; but 
then shall I know even as also I am known," 1 Cor. 
xiii. 12. He has not thought proper to furnish us with 
the reasons for his conduct ; but we may comfort our- 
selves with the assurance that "What we know not 
now we shall know hereafter." The period is coming 
when there will be a full solution of all that is now in- 
volved in impenetrable mystery ; when all the faithful 
will simultaneously acknowledge — " Great and marvel- 
lous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; just and true 
are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear 
thee, Lord, and glorify thy name ? for thou only art 
holy : for all nations shall come and worship before thee: 
for thy judgments are made manifest," Kev. xv. 3, 4. 
Observe, 

III. The advantages derivable feom the posses- 
sion AND EXEBCISE OF THIS FBDTT OF THE SpIBIT. 
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Though, this temper of mind is somewhat difficult to 
be acquired, yet the advantages are incalculable. 

1. It smooths the path of life. To escape opposition, 
trials, and unabridged enjoyments, is, perhaps, too much 
to expect in this world. Nevertheless, if we cultivate 
christian patience, it will afford solace to the mind, and 
enable us to bear up under all the vicissitudes of life, 
and render our conduct more estimable in the world. 

Pure religion does not plant thorns in the path of life, 
torture the body, nor nil the mind with sorrow and 
gloomy forebodings. This may be the Romish way, as 
their convents, nunneries, and inquisitions testify. The 
deluded inmates of these places have known, to their 
sorrow, while performing penance, kneeling on peas, and 
perforating their cheeks with pins, that it was a rugged 
road to heaven for them. Their mouths have been 
gagged, their bodies brutally tortured by the " pulley" 
and the "rack," and damp and filthy dungeons have 
been their miserable abodes ; and they were taught by 
their corrupted and fiendish priests and other function- 
aries of such diabolical dens of infamy and dungeons of 
death, to believe that that was the only way to secure 
everlasting happiness in heaven. 

On this subject, you need only read " The awful Dis- 
closures of Maria Monk, as exhibited in a Narrative of 
her Sufferings during a Residence of Five Years as a 
Novice, and Two Tears as a Black Nun, in the Hotel 
Dieu Nunnery at Montreal." Published, 1836, by 
Horner and Bates, New York; and reprinted by J. 
Howitt, Nottingham. Also, the Narrative of a Singu- 
lar Escape from a Portuguese Convent, with an Intro- 
ductory Address by the Rev. "W. Carus Wilson, Rector 
of Whittington. And also, the ably written " History 
of the Inquisition," by Charles H. Davie. 

Such inquisitorial proceedings, such extorted confes- 
sions and imposed penances, under the garb of religion > 
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is absolute mockery, — a system which savours more of 
Satan than of Christ. The religion of the Bible is a re- 
ligion of light, liberty, love, and enjoyment. It sweet- 
ens the cup of life, assuages grief, and moderates the de- 
sires of the heart. It has reduced many a mountain to 
a plain, made many a rough path smooth, many a crooked 
thing straight, many miserable souls happy, and given 
an essential feature to the character. 

If the mind is torn and distracted by impatience and 
fretfulness, there cannot exist in the soul that deep re- 
pose and settled calm which is the result of longsuffer- 
ing ; a virtue we should possess, a grace we should cul- 
tivate, and a spirit we should always manifest. We 
must " be followers of them who through faith and pa- 
tience inherit the promises." 

2. It gives sobriety to the judgment. Cause and effect, 
actions and results, are closely connected. Where pa- 
tience and fretfulness exist, there is corresponding evi- 
dence in the conduct. Patience is very requisite in 
seasons of trial and affliction, or we are liable to forget 
that they are designed for our profit. When Jonah's 
gourd withered by his side, and he minted beneath the 
scorching rays of the orb of day, he became fretful and 
querulous, when he said, "It is better for me to die than 
to live." " I do well to be angry even unto death." 
But the resigned and submissive patriarch could say, 
and, perhaps, under far more trying circumstances than 
those of Jonah : " Though thou slay me, yet will I trust 
in thee." Fretfulness would soon conclude, "All these 
things are against me ;" but patience does not jump 
to a hasty conclusion, but examines, calculates, reasons, 
weighs, and then conducts you into a rational and in- 
spired opinion. "The Lord is good unto them that 
wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. It is good 
that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the 
salvation of the Lord," Lam. iii. 25, 26. 
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3. It enables its possessors to overcome difficulties. Diffi- 
culties at which the impatient man would start aside. 
Every acquisition worthy of man's pursuit is beset by 
difficulties, or surrounded by obstacles of some kind. 
Learning is not attained all at once ; arts and sciences, 
trades and professions, are not comprehended without 
close application and diligence. The student and the 
apprentice must grapple with difficulties until they are 
surmounted, and the mountain becomes a plain. Patience, 
therefore, is necessary to secure the end contemplated in 
such pursuits. 

And it is equally essential to a progress in religion. 
The path to heaven is often difficult ; strait is the gate 
and narrow is the way which leadeth thither. Here are 
formidable barriers to our advancement in the Divine life, 
which arise from the world, the flesh, and Satan ; we 
must contend for the faith, and endure hardness as good 
soldiers of Christ. It will be well with us, if by our 
continuance in the path of duty, and incessant labours 
in the vineyard of the Lord, it can be said of us as the 
Saviour said of the church at Ephesus — " I know thy 
works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou 
hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake 
hast laboured, and hast not fainted," Rev. ii. 2, 3. Some 
have laboured long in the service of Christ, have borne 
the heat and burden of the day; no difficulties, however 
great, no opposition, however powerful, no trials, however 
fiery, could ever move them from their purpose. Let 
us, my brethren, "run with patience the race that is set 
before us." " For consider him that endured such con- 
tradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied 
and faint in your minds," Heb. xii. 3. 



" Loose me from earth's enclosure, from the sun's 
Contracted circle, set my heart at large ; 
Eliminate my spirit, give it range 
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Through provinces of thought yet unexplored ; 
Teach me, by this stupendous scaffolding, 
Creation's golden steps to climb to thee." 



4. It tend* to preserve union in the church. It is gene* 
rally admitted that an evil prevented is better than an 
evil removed. Hasty conclusions, rash judgment, un- 
charitable suspicions, unguarded expressions, invidious 
remarks, an impatient spirit, engendered in the church 
is calculated to destroy the unity of its members and 
diminish their spirituality of mind. Discord and agita- 
tion are sore evils wherever they exist, and frequently 
terminate or issue in the destruction of piety. 

It is especially desirable that longsuffering should be 
cultivated in order to prevent disruption, and promote 
harmony and love in the church and in the world. "We 
must carefully avoid every thing that would impede the 
progress of religion, and the growth of grace in our 
hearts. It is not an obscure virtue belonging only to 
those who exist in the catacombs or prisons of the earth, 
but must be exhibited in our intercourse with each 
other, that men may have no occasion to suspect the 
sincerity of our profession, and the integrity of our 
hearts. This fruit of the spirit must be possessed, for 
it is indispensable to the harmony of our character, and 
the perfection of our attainments. We must restrain 
every inclination to resentment and impatience by che- 
rishing a submissive spirit, and willing resignation to 
the Divine will in all things. " Put on bowels of mer- 
cies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsui&r- 
iag." 

There are sufficient reasons for the cultivation of the 
christian grace of longsufFering. 

1. Because our afflictions are light and momentary. 
" For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
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of glory," 2 Cor. iv. 1 7. They are light in degree, and 
light in comparison, with what we have deserved; they 
are momentary, "but for a moment," in reality brief, 
when compared with eternity. Sufferings, conflicts, 
temptations, persecutions, and bereavement, are only 
endured for a while ; they are fleeting in their duration. 
Our life is but a day that is waning fast ; it is dwindling 
fast; it will shortly close ; the shadows of night will soon 
be on the sky. At times the horizon may be wrapt in 
thick darkness, but there is a pure, tranquil, and bright 
region beyond the sorrows and commotions of the pre- 
sent life. 

" With Christ in my heart, and a staff in my hand, 
I travel in haste through an enemy's land. 
The road may be rough, but it cannot be long, 
Bo I'll smooth it with hope, and cheer it with song." 

The race will soon be run, the battle will soon be over, 
the storm will soon be past, the voyage will soon be 
ended. " But the God of all grace, who hath called us 
unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have suffered awhile, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen*, settle you," 1 Peter v. 10. 

2. Because Divine help is promised. " When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with thee ; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee : when 
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned ; 
neither shall the name kindle upon thee. For I am the 
Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour." 
" Tear thou not ; for I am with thee : be not dismayed; 
for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I 
will uphold thee with) the right hand of my righteous* 
ness." 

His presence, help, and protection promised to His 
people are powerful incentives to patience. His help is 
sufficient to sustain you in the most trying circumstances, 
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and to enable you to vanquish your enemies, to repel 
temptation, and His grace can preserve you from repin- 
ing and fretfulness. " My presence shall go with thee, 
and I will give thee rest/' Ex. xxxiii. 14. 

3. Because the provision of the gospel is adapted to our 
necessities. In the economy of grace suitable provision 
is made for man. The gospel supplies every blessing 
requisite to our state, however diversified our wants and 
numerous our desires. Every thing is provided which 
is essential to our happiness and conducive to our enjoy- 
ments. Man in his natural state is guilty, but the gos- 
pel reveals pardon ; he is polluted, but the gospel offers 
purity ; he is dead in trespasses and sin, but the gospel 
imparts life ; he is in danger, but the gospel points him 
to a city of refuge ; he is in captivity, but the gospel 
proclaims liberty ; he is in darkness, but the gospel is a 
lamp to his feet and a light to his path ; he is perishing 
with hunger, but the gospel supplies him with the 
bread of life ; he is diseased, but the gospel contains a 
sure remedy. 

Here we discover the wisdom and goodness of God, 
in providing a catholican for the world, and instituting 
means by which we may secure permanent peace and 
everlasting happiness. While many reject the provision 
of the gospel, and despise the means of its attainment, 
let us be grateful to the Author of our being for the 
unmerited favours he hath bestowed upon us. If the 
gifts of providence are unequally distributed, let us not 
demur on that account, for the Almighty knows what is 
best for us ; but rejoice that we may be equal partakers 
of divine grace — an ample compensation for any temporal 
privation we may have sustained. 

The apostle Paul has recorded his testimony in favour 
of the gospel : " For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ : for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that belie veth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek," Horn. i. 16. 



LECTURE IV. 85 

Every believer in Christ can bear testimony as to the 
incomparable blessings it confers. The universality of 
this provision is worthy of remark. It is for all classes, 
tongues, and people, without restriction. " Jesus Christ 
by the grace of God tasted death for every man." 4 What 
encouragement and hope are here to the true penitent ! 
Te wandering prodigals, ye weeping mourners, ye tremb- 
ling penitents, look up ; there is mercy for you, — provi- 
sion suitable for you. " Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money ; 
come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price," Isa. lv. 1. 

From these considerations, let christians exercise the 
grace of longsuffering, cherish feelings of brotherly kind- 
ness, put off their gloom, and lay aside their sackcloth ; 
banish their irascible passions and murmurings ; wipe the 
tears from their eyes, and look at the iris in the clouds, 
and think of the inheritance beyond the starry heights. 
Let the pledges of Divine love, the assurances of the 
Divine favour, and the experience of former deliver- 
ances, encourage and strengthen your attachment to 
Him who hath said " My grace is sufficient for thee." 

" Patient the appointed race to run, 
This weary -world we cast behind ; 

From strength to strength we travel on, 
The New Jerusalem to find : 

Our labour this, our only aim, 

To find the New Jerusalem." 
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u Some minds are temper' d happily r and mix'd 
With such ingredients of good sense and taste 
Of what is excellent in man, they thirst 
With such a zeal to be what they approve, 
That no restraints can circumscribe them more 
Than they themselves by choice, for wisdom's sake ; 
$ or can example hurt them/ 



»» 



That gentleness is a link in the golden chain, or ano- 
ther important element in the christian character, is 
clear from the declarations of scripture. There are many 
passages in the New Testament which not only point 
out, but commend and inculcate this disposition. 

Paul when writing to the Ephesians says, " Let all 
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice : and 
be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven 
you." The apostle Peter urges the cultivation of the . 
temper of mind now under consideration : " Be ye all of 
one mind, having compassion one of another, love as 
brethren, be pitiful, be courteous." The spirit of reli- 
gion and the spirit of the world are in wide contrast. 
The former breathes kindness, sincerity, affability, and 
gentleness; but the latter frequently evinces hatred, 
duplicity, irritation, and acrimony. 



LECTtTfiE Y. 87 

Gentleness, like every other fruit of the Spirit, is a 
heavenly principle implanted in the heart, and sheds a 
hlandness and tranquillity over the whole conduct. Self- 
possession, and a vigilant culture of this amiable virtue, 
are necessary to maintain an unimpeachable reputation. 
Inspiration enforces it. " Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence ; for out of it are the issues of life," Frov. iv. 23. 

Gentleness is not only an important characteristic of 
a christian, but is also one of the properties by which 
the wisdom from above is distinguished. The apostle 
James, in his admirable description of heavenly wisdom, 
says, it " is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy." In explaining and 
illustrating gentleness as a fruit of the Spirit, we will 
notice, 

I. Is WHAT IT CONSISTS. 

It consists, 

1. Of affixed principle in the heatt It is not dictated 
by nature, nor found in the researches of philosophy, 
nor gleaned from historical records ; it springs not from 
the attainment of worldly wisdom, nor a studied polite- 
ness ; fox many who have been favoured with a refined 
and liberal education, are .very coarse, stingy, morose, 
and nncourteous in their manners. Others, in order to 
appear to advantage on certain occasions, assume an af- 
fected gentleness; they dress in a garb which is not 
their own, and therefore they act the hypocrite. A per- 
son may pass through the schools of literature, philoso- 
phy, and science ; he may-graduate in the university, 
possess a fund of classic lore, and be dignified with aca- 
demical honours, and yet be destitute of this fruit of the 
Spirit. 

But christian gentleness is not a shadowy, superficial 
thing, floating only on the surface of the conduct, but is 
the result of a heart renewed by grace, the evidence of a 
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divine principle; the development of a moral virtue; 
and the fulfilment of adelightful promise. "A new heart 
also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you : and I will take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will 
put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes," Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27. 

We cannot lay to much stress on, or exaggerate the 
importance of a proper government and regulation of the 
heart, for it is the pivot on which the conduct turns. 
"Out of the abundance of the heart the month speaketh." 
The conduct is a comment on the state of the heart, an 
infallible sign of our moral and spiritual condition. " For 
as he thinketh in his heart, so is he." 

The Saviour taught the same doctrine. " But those 
things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from 
the heart." "We might as soon expect the branch to 
flourish when riven from the vine, the sun-flower to un- 
fold its beauty on the snow of " Greenland's icy moun- 
tains;" otherwise, look for the lily and the rose on the 
Arabian Bands, try to find a rain drop on the bosom of 
the ocean, or a glow-worm on the disk of the sun, as 
expect pure and holy deeds from a corrupt heart ; the 
one is contrary to nature, the other inimical to religion. 
" Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ?" 
" Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet 
water and bitter ? Can the figtree, my brethren, bear 
olive berries? either a vine figs?" "A corrupt tree 
cannot bring forth good fruit," Matt. vii. 18. 

2. Mildness is include^ in christian gentleness. "Not a 
sullen stupidity, or malicious silence ; but a tenderness 
and caution which involves the sacrifice of no principle 
of religion. That there are many bold and profane at- 
tacks made on the profession and principles of religion, 
must be obvious to all who are capable of discernment ; 
the rude sons of Belial make repeated attempts to pro- 
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yoke the followers of Christ, and excite them to anger 
■and retaliation, and when they succeed in their malig- 
nant work it affords them cause for rejoicing. Neither 
is Satan backward in efforts to stir up resentment, and 
to disturb the tranquillity and courtesy by which the 
children of God are distinguished. 

But christians must be mild, circumspect, and con- 
scientious ; for such conduct comports with their creed, 
and is compatible with the religion they profess. The 
mildness which they are to cultivate is not a passive 
tameness, nor a stoical insensibility which submits and 
surrenders to every invader, but it retains its consistency 
in every trial ; it is a rational and intelligent gentleness. 
It shrinks not in danger, it yields to no evil insinuation, 
concedes to no flattery. Some subjects are more easily 
comprehended when viewed in contrast, such for instance 
as storm and calm, rudeness and gentleness. 

"What a contrast is often observed at sea ! How inter- 
esting to stand on the shore, gazing at the ships, gliding 
on its expansive and unruffled surface ! But how altered 
is the scene when the tempest rises ! The heavens are 
darkened, the lightnings flash, the thunders roll ; huge 
vessels are borne high on the ascending waves, then go 
down again to the depths, engulphed between fluctuat- 
ing hills or foaming mountains ; the sails are riven into 
shreds, the masts give way, and plunge into the agitated 
element ; sailors, seized with the utmost consternation, 
stagger, and are at their wits end ; hope is fled ; anon 
they are struck with the frowning billows ; they shriek, 
and disappear. 

And how great is the contrast between the mild chris- 
tian and the wild barbarian ! How amiable the former! 
how pitiable the latter ! The religion of Christ exerts 
a transforming influence on the minds of its possessors. 
It has turned the savage into a saint ; changed the In- 
dian's wigwam into a peaceable habitation ; the sable 
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African's kraal into a bethel ; and the ferocious cannibal 
of New Zealand into a gentle and submissive subject 
Numerous instances of individual conversions, which 
have taken place in Africa, and in the Islands of the 
Great Pacific, are illustrative of the power and efficacy 
of the gospel. Take, for instance, the following cases, 
which may be found in " Moffat's Missionary Labours 
and Scenes in Southern Africa;" and in " Pritchard's 
Success of the Gospel in the Pacific." 

Africaner was a great persecutor of the christian cause, 
a man of great prowess, a notable robber, a murderer. 
He was denounced as an irreclaimable savage, a fire- 
brand, one of the accursed sons of Ham. He was re- 
garded as a dangerous neighbour, and the common 
enemy. He was a terror, and an outlaw. One thousand 
rix-dollars had been offered for his head. His name car- 
ried dismay into the solitary wastes. "Look," said 
a wondering Namaqua chief, pointing to Africaner, 
" there is the man, once the lion, at whose roar even the 
inhabitants of distant hamlets fled from their homes! 
Yes, and I" (patting his chest with his hand) "have, 
for fear of his approach, fled with my people, our wives 
and our babes, to the mountain-glen or to the wilderness, 
and spent nights among beasts of prey, rather than gaze 
on the eyes of this lion, or hear his roar." 

But when he became a convert to the faith, he was 
meek, docile, sympathetic, charitable, and pious ; and 
would have laid down his life, if necessary, for his mis- 
sionary. He accompanied Mr. Moffat to Cape Town. 
On their way thither, Mr. M. informed a certain far- 
mer, to whom the name of Africaner was familiar, that 
he was "a truly good man;" to which the farmer re- 
plied, "I can believe almost anything you say, but 
that I cannot credit. There are seven wonders in the 
world; that would be the' eighth." But being assured 
of the fact, and seeing Africaner standing before him 
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with a smile on his countenance, he lifted up his eyes 
and exclaimed, " God, what a miracle of thy power ! 
"What cannot thy grace accomplish !" When he arrived 
at Cape Town, many who had long heard of his dark 
and cruel deeds, were struck with the gentleness of his 
demeanour Before he died, " My former life," said he, 
" is stained with blood ; but Jesus Christ has pardoned 
me, and I am going to heaven." 

Mahine; a heathen chief, and a distinguished warrior, 
was not only a terror to all on the island where he lived, 
but also to those on the neighbouring islands. After his 
conversion to God, he took great interest in instructing 
the rising generation, was stedfast, diligent, meek, and 
humble as a little child ; and died happy in God. 

Makea, of Barotonga, was an idolator, a cruel tyrant, 
and a great cannibal. But he became a convert to the 
faith, assisted Mr. Williams when building his mission- 
ary vessel, was useful in the church of Christ, mani- 
fested a christian spirit in his deportment, and fell asleep 
in Jesus. 

Maoffi, whose office it was to rally dispirited warriors, 
spent whole nights in going from house to house stimu- 
lating the people, and giving them assurances from the 
gods of success in approaching war, embraced the gos- 
pel, and held fast his confidence to the end. On being 
questioned respecting the foundation of his hopes of fu- 
ture happiness, he answered, " The blood of Jesus is my 
foundation ; Jesus is the best Xing ; He gives a pillow 
without thorns." When asked whether he was afraid 
to die, he replied, " No, no : the ship is in the sea ; the 
sails are spread ; she is ready. I have a good pilot, and 
a good landing-place before me. My outside man and 
my inside man differ. Let the one rot till the trumpet 
shall be blown ; but let my soul go to the throne of Je- 
sus." 

Such conversions are worthy of record andreitatt&s&. 
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They are the result of missionary toil ; and a proof of 
the transforming influence of the religion of Christ. " If 
any man he in Christ, he is a new creature." Another 
requisite part of christian gentleness is, 

3. Inoffensiveness. " He that is slow to anger is hot- 
ter than the mighty ; and he that ruleth his spirit than 
he that taketh a city/' Prov. xvi. 32. The possessors 
of this heavenly virtue are wishful to avoid every thing 
that would wound the feelings, or inflict injury on their 
fellow men, provided it involves not the omission of any 
duty affecting their moral responsibility. When the 
Bev. W. Clowes, one of the most successful home mis- 
sionaries England ever produced, was once preaching in 
Lincoln, some one threw a stone, which brought blood 
from his face. The manner in which he bore the insult, 
and prayed for the insulter, led to the conversion of a 
respectable tradesman. 

One great and prevailing evil of the present day, is 
backbiting ; and we fear there are many who even make 
a profession of religion who are guilty of this abomina- 
ble practice. Such instigators and retailers of slander 
injure the character of others, and often the innocent. 
" Whose lips are spears and arrows, and whose tongue 
is a sharp sword." " If any man among you seem to be 
religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his 
own heart, this man's religion is vain." 

But a true christian will not stoop to low and cunning 
deeds, nor try to disguise his intentions. He answers 
to the psalmist's description of a sincere citizen of Zion : 
" He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteous- 
jiess, and speaketh the truth in his heart. He that 
backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to hitf 
neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neigh- 
bour." It also comprehends, 

4. Affability. And what is more desirable in the 
intercourse with oar fellow-creatures than the mani- 
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festation of brotherly kindness and civil behaviour? 
A harsh, blustering man always seems in a tur- 
bulent atmosphere, in a state of confusion. Others 
are so reserved, distant, and sullen, that it requires a con- 
siderable pressure to unclasp their minds and reach the 
thoughts of their hearts ; and not a few are so pompous,, 
and have so much affectation or assumption, that they 
are disagreeable associates, and lack common civility. 

On the other hand, there are many persons who make 
no profession of religion who are nevertheless remarkably 
kind and obliging; their actions, frankness, and urbanity, 
are truly characteristic of an affable disposition ; in this 
respect, some uncouth professors and boisterous officials 
in the church would do well to follow their example. 

" Oh ! if they knew, who walk the earth, 
'Mid sorrow, grief, and pain, 
The power that christian kindness hath, 
'Twere paradise again." 

As christians, we are not to be influenced by the cus- 
toms and manners of the world, nor by those who pro- 
fess religion unless their conduct is in accordance with 
the word of God. "We must be courteous and concilia- 
tory, and in our conversation endeavour to promote per- 
sonal, social, and domestic happiness. Gentleness ren- 
ders the character attractive, wins the admiration of the 
wise, and widens the circle of friendship. 

This principle was exemplified in the conduct of Paul, 
when Festus charged him with insanity ; but he modestly 
.replied, "lam not mad, most noble Festus ; but speak 
forth the words of truth and soberness." King Agrippa, 
attracted with his manner, and perhaps his theme too, 
said unto Paul, "Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
christian. And Paul said, I would to God, that not only 
thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both al- 
most and altogether such as I am, except these bonds," 
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Acts xxvi. 28, 29. Furthermore, to be gentle lb to be, 
5. Unassuming. "Pride goeth before destruction, 
and an haughty spirit before a fall." An unrenewed 
heart is the fountain of impurity and the seat of pride. 
It was pride which occasioned the expulsion of Lucifer 
from heaven, — Adam and Eve from paradise. Look 
at the cases of Hainan, Nebuchadnezzar, and Herod. 
Pride leads to haughtiness, self-will, and undue assump- 
tion. Some estimate character according to the number 
of talents possessed, the degree of learning acquired, the 
amount of influence exerted, and the titles and offices 
sustained. But we call only make a prudent and correct 
estimate from that which constitutes our moral charac- 
ter and christian attainments. "We must not think 
too highly of ourselves, but be meek and lowly in heart, 
and profit by the advice of the apostle : "I say, through 
the grace given unto me, to every man that is among 
you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought 
to think ; but to think soberly, according as God hath 
dealt to every man the measure of faith," Bom. xii. 3. 
"We are not to glory in wisdom, might, or riches ; but 
in our knowledge of, and interest in, the one living and 
true God. " Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory 
in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches : 
but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which 
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in 
the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the 
Lord," Jer. ix. 23, 24. Notice, 

II. By whom, and on what occasions, the exer- 
cise OP GENTLENESS IS NECESSARY. 

The manifestation of this virtue is desirable in gene- 
ral; but it is looked for especially in the conduct of 
christians. It was a prominent trait in the character of 
Christ, conformable with ancient prophecy. " He shall 
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feed his flock like a shepherd : he shall gather the lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that are with young," Isa. xl. 11. 
The same prophet also remarks, " He shall not cry, nor 
lift np, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. A 
bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax 
shall he not quench." Again, we read, "Bejoice 
greatly, daughter of Zion ; shout, daughter of Jeru- 
salem : behold, thy King cometh unto thee : he is just, 
and having salvation ; lowly, and riding upon an ass, 
and upon a colt the foal of an ass," Zech. ix. 9. 

It was not only a subject of prophecy, but was also 
manifest in the life of Christ. " I Paul beseech you by 
the meekness and gentleness of Christ," 2 Cor. x. 1. It 
shone in the doctrines he taught, in the miracles he 
wrought, and in the invitations he uttered. We must 
imbibe his spirit, and emulate his example. 

1. It must be exercised by ministers and officials in the 
administration of church discipline. Every legally con- 
stituted society has its rules or laws by which its mem- 
bers are governed, and which require strict obedience. The 
necessity and utility of national laws must be admitted ; 
without them a nation would be in a perpetual ferment 
and confusion. Equally necessary is the discipline of the 
church ; its laws and discipline should be in accordance 
with the New Testament, and uniform with the law of 
Christ. It is a violation of the principles and spirit of 
the gospel that the priesthood has assumed so much au- 
thority, and arrogated to itself the prerogative of impos- 
ing fines, penalties, and bodily mortifications. The 
members of the church are of course amenable to the 
laws by which the whole body is governed ; but neither 
priestly tyranny nor lay despotism ought to be tolerated. 
A scriptural course should be adopted before censures 
are inflicted, or excommunication takes place. The steps- 
to be taken are clearly pointed out for our guidance. 
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" Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone : 
if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But 
if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two 
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established. And if he shall neglect to 
hear ihem, tell it unto the church : but if he neglect to 
hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man 
and a publican." Matt, xviii. 15 — 17. Also, the spirit 
or frame of mind in which this business is to be con- 
ducted must be observed. il If a man be overtaken in a 
fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness." "And the servant of the Lord must 
not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 
patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose them- 
selves ; if God peradventure will give them repentance 
to the acknowledging of the truth ; and that they may 
recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are 
taken captive by him at his will," 2 Tim. ii. 24 — 26. 
It must be exercised by heads of families, 

2. In the parental capacity. It was said of Abraham, 
" For I know him, that he will command his children 
and his household after him, and they shall keep the 
way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment," Gen. 
xviii. 19. Every parent holds a responsible office ; 
placed at the head of a family, his conduct may either 
prove a curse or blessing to his children. The former, 
we fear, is too often the case. Are you parents ? remem- 
ber your example may exert an influence over the eter- 
nal destinies of your offspring. Lay no barrier in their 
way to heaven, give them no cause to curse you in eter- 
nity, but train them in the way they should go. 

Christian parents, impressed with a consciousness of 
their responsibility to God for the manner in which they 
have discharged their parental duties, feel deeply anxious 
" that their sons may be as plants grown up in their 
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youth; that their daughters may be as corner stones, 
polished after the similitude of a palace/' Ps. czliv. 
12. 

Let all correction be done in love and gentleness. 
Avoid the appearance of anger and passion, or you will 
counteract by example what you desire to accomplish 
by correction. What a ridiculous figure some make in 
what they call correcting their children ! What a dis- 
torted performance they make of it ! What extravagant 
language ! What austerity and burning passion I And 
what a violation of good manners ! But the wise are 
self-collected. They reprove tenderly, admonish dis- 
creetly, correct cautiously, and council affectionately. 
" Let all things be done decently and in order." This 
disposition should be manifest by teachers, 

3. In communicating instruction to the young, Much 
depends upon the manner in which instructions are given 
to the young, not only to make them scholars, but to 
lead them to the Saviour ; for that we regard as the most 
important part of education. A mere secular education, 
without the influence of holy example, is sadly defective. 
Hence the necessity of pious instructors. There are 
many thousands of children in. this' kingdom receiving 
instruction in the Sabbath-schools connected with the 
different sections of the church of Christ ; and if all who 
are engaged in teaching the young were the subjects of 
saving grace, what a mighty moral influence would be 
brought to bear upon this mass of immortal mind ! and 
how that influence would be extended, if all who are 
employed in daily tuition were converted to God ! 

Lack of success, the carelessness and stupidity of the 
children, are instances which test the patience and gen- 
tleness of the teachers. " Be patient, therefore, breth- 
ren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the hus- 
bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and 
hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and 

1L 
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the latter rain." Wisdom, perseverance, sympathy, 
and affection, are necessary to secure success ; for, al- 
though children are imitative beings, some are slow to 
apprehend ; but they must be convinced that you love 
them. In communicating instruction, every symptom 
of an ungovernable temper should be avoided, %nd a 
sweetness of disposition, graceful conduct, and earnest 
solicitude for the children's welfare should be manifested. 
It should be maintained, 

4. By those who engage in discussion and controversy. 
What dashing of sentiment, and what different opinions 
are held at the present day on almost every subject, 
whether religious, political, scientific, or social. Persons 
professing godliness hold very opposite views, not only 
in reference to ecclesiastical polity, but also on the fun- 
damental doctrines of Christianity. Differences of 
opinion on church government, on the mode of conduct- 
ing religious service, or the form and dimensions of the 
buildings where those services are conducted, and the 
talents and garb of those who are appointed to officiate, 
— whether ministers should preach in lawn sleeves or a 
cloth coat ; whether sermons should be read or delivered 
extempore ; whether one person should be paid to say 
Amen, or whether such responses should be general and 
gratuitous; whether they should sing hymns, chant 
anthems, or have no singing at all, are minor matters, 
and scarcely worth notice. But when those points of 
doctrine and duty essential to our happiness and eternal 
safety are denied, and our fellowmen are in danger of 
being seduced from the simplicity and faith of the gos- 
pel, it is high time to arise and defend the truth. 

Popery, Infidelity, and Latter-Day Saintism, forsooth, 
have sent forth their champions to attack the Bible, and 
prove that Christianity is false, # and its adherents in 
error. The former extols the decrees of councils and 
traditions of the fathers; the second points you to the 
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book of nature; and the latter comes forward with a new 
revelation, as singular as it is modern. On matters the 
most important, and on subjects the most weighty, we are 
not to rely on mere human authority. The Bible must 
be the standard of appeal. The antiquity of popish tra- 
ditions, and perversions of truth; secularism, a new 
name for old infidelity ; nor the delusions of Mormon- 
ism, must be our guide in matters of religion. " To the 
law and to the testimony ; if any man speak not accord- 
ing to this word it is because there is no light in him." 

Although public debates and platform controversies 
are not at all desirable, yet there are times when such 
discussions appear necessary, to expose the fallacy, and 
refute the arguments, of the enemies of the Bible. In- 
stance the contests of Campbell and Owen, Camming 
and French, Cooke and Barker, Grant and Holyoake. 
Some controversialists have damaged the cause they 
have defended by the spirit they have manifested. In- 
stead of dispassionately proceeding, and exercising that 
gentleness which the importance of the occasion re- 
quired, they have raved and stormed, and hurled abusive 
epithets at their antagonists, in tones of thunder and 
bursts of indignation. To such, the remarks of Solomon 
are appropriate : "He that hath no rule over his own 
spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without 
walls," Prov. xxv. 28. Christians must, at all times, 
manifest conduct worthy of the cause they espouse ; and 
while " ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ" ; we are exhorted to " earnestly con- 
tend for the faith which was once delivered to the 
saints ;" and " be ready always to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is 
in you with meekness and with fear," 1 Pet. iii. 15. 

5. Gentleness is desirable in all who exercise authority. 
Whether kings, emperors, presidents, governors, rulece* 
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magistrates, officers, or masters. However distinguished 
or elevated the position of men, whatever may be the 
extent of their wealth, influence, and power, a spirit of 
gentleness and respectful behaviour ought to character- 
ise their intercourse with others. Their authority, when 
properly exercised, is to be regarded by those who oc- 
cupy inferior stations in life. Paul, in his directions to 
Titus, points out the duty of servants and christians in 
general. " Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own 
masters, and to please them well in all things; not answer- 
ing again ; not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity ; 
that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in 
all things." " Put them in mind to be subject to prin- 
cipalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready 
to every good work, to speak evil of no man, to be no 
brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men." 
The apostle Peter takes a similar view of the subject : 
" Subject yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's sake : whether it be to the king, as supreme ; or 
unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for 
the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them 
that do well. For so is the will of God, that with well 
doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men." " Servants, be subject to your masters with all 
fear ; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
froward." But while we render civil obedience to the 
powers that be, we must not fail to render the homage 
of the heart which is due to God alone. If then chris- 
tian gentleness be necessary to ministers and office- 
bearers in administering church discipline, to heads of 
families in their parental capacity, to teachers in com- 
municating instruction to the young, to those who en- 
gage in religious controversies, to all who occupy seats 
of power, and christian professors in general, let us, 

III. UEGE ITS EECOMMENBATION AND OEKBB A FEW 
DIRECTIONS 70S IIS ATTAINMENT. 
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This may be done on the ground of its worth and 
beneficial results. We urge the cultivation of this fruit 
of the Spirit on the ground 

1. Of its worth. By what rule, in our moral arith- 
metic, can we calculate, or what method of investiga- 
tion will conduct us to a correct estimate of its value ? 
Its price is above rubies. We argue its importance from 
the fact, that it is a fruit of the Spirit of God, which 
is a sufficient guarantee of its price ; for every thing 
connected with the existence, operation, and effects of 
that Spirit is sublime and precious. Every unit or 
part of religion is momentous and indispensable. Many 
there are, it is true, who discover no beauty in it that 
they should desire it. And why ? Because they are in 
darkness, gross darkness, — they have eyes but they see 
not. If a blind man treads on jewels, or stumbles on 
diamonds, they no more attract his notice than the peb- 
bles by the way side ; he sees not, he knows not their 
worth. So with the morally blind, until the irradia- 
tions of the gospel come in contact with their spiritual 
vision; they see no excellency in the graces of the 
Spirit, or in the religion of Christ. 

But an intelligent christian views religion in a differ- 
ent light, and from another stand-point from the men. of 
the world ; and is therefore more competent to estimate 
its value. " Words fitly spoken are like apples of gold 
in pictures of silver." Those who suppose they can be 
religious without a properly regulated temper and con- 
duct in every point, are mistaken. "For whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, 
he is guilty of all," Jam. ii. 10. We also urgently com- 
mend the cultivation of this virtue on the ground, 

2. Of its beneficial results. We derive great spiritual 
benefit from the possession of christian gentleness, and 
others are more or less favourably impressed by its exer- 
cise. " Many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in 
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the Lorcl." It enables us more' efficiently to fulfil the 
requirements of the gospel, to exercise a proper control 
over the passions and affections, and maintain propriety, 
uniformity, and becoming conduct. Where this inter- 
esting feature of religion does not exist, there is often 
disorder and strife, which is incompatible with our fel- 
lowship and communion with Christ; but when this 
grace exists in the heart, it adds materially to our spiri- 
tual enjoyments and devout aspirations. 

"Let this amiable temper," says one writer, "in- 
fluence all our conduct ; let nothing of sternness, sour- 
ness, or unkindness appear at any time : but on the con- 
trary, the greatest courtesy, affability, meekness, gen- 
tleness, humility, and love— constantly maintain the 
christian spirit and temper ; let us be universally con- 
scientious and uniformly pious." 

" The kind intent of christian love 
All rude attire disdains, 
Blends courtesy with faithful truth, 
And soothes where'er it pains.' 



»» 



Let us offer a few directions to aid its acquisition. 
Observe, 

1. Temptations must be resisted. These may be va- 
rious and powerful, but the wiles and darts of Satan 
must be resisted and overcome. The enemy is skilful 
in the art of seduction, and fertile in expedients to ac- 
complish his designs. He attacks the imagination, 
through which he frequently gains access to the mind. 
He presents dazzling pictures to the eye, to draw the 
heart from God. Eve was tempted with the idea of 
elevation and great intellectualty : "Ye shall be as 
gods, knowing good and evil ;" — David with the notion 
of a populous empire : " Number those men, and dwell 
with delight on thine own greatness." ' He exhibited a 
map of the world to the Saviour, as an inducement to 
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idolatry : from " an exceeding high mountain he shew- 
eth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them." And also suggested to Judas Iscariot, the op- 
portunity of making money by selling his Lord ; Judas 
adopting the suggestion, covenanted or made a bargain 
with the chief men of the sanhedrim for " thirty pieces 
of silver," or sold his Master for £3. 7s. 6d. " And the 
Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to 
have you, that he may sift you as wheat." And " we 
are not ignorant of Satan's devices ;" nor can we ex- 
pect exemption from temptation. But "when the 
enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him," Isa. lix. 19. 
How explicit, full, and encouraging is this declaration ; 
and how consoling the Divine agency engaged on our 
behalf, when contending with the Prince of darkness. 

" My soul, be on thy guard, 
Ten thousand foes arise ; 
And hosts of sins are pressing hard 
To draw thee from the skies. 1 ' 

2. There must be a constant adherence to God. In this 
respect the conduct of Hezekiah is worthy of our atten- 
tion; for, amidst the idolatry of the people over whom 
he reigned, it is recorded of him that, " he clave to the 
Lord, and departed not from following him, but kept his 
commandments, which the Lord commanded Moses," 
2 Kings xviii. 6. 

When Barnabas visited Antioch, and saw the grace of 
God in the conversion of sinners, he was glad, and ex- 
horted them all " that with purpose of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord." Such advice was judicious and 
seasonable, and is equally important to believers at the 
present day. 

To cleave unto the Lord is a Divine requirement, and 
implies an adherence to his truth and to his ways ; and 
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to attend properly to this duty we must come out from 
amongst the ungodly, shun the evils that are in the 
world, and manifest a decided preference for the things 
which belong to our peace. 

We must cleave unto the Lord amidst opposition, 
calumny, and temptation: amidst privation, affliction, 
and death ; for He is our helper in trouble, our guide in 
difficulty, our Mend in need, and our refuge in danger. 
" Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify me." 

3. The standard of religious character must be main- 
tained Many professors lower the tone of an evangeli- 
cal piety by a partial application of the powers of the 
mind to the subject of religion ; whereas it requires a 
full and total dedication of body and soul to God. Others 
by inconsistent deeds, and conformity to the maxims of 
the world, lower the standard of religion, — a fact which 
accounts for the lack of christian gentleness in the con- 
duct of many professing godliness. 

To remedy this defect, personal piety and holiness 
unto the Lord must characterise their deportment. "Be 
diligent, that ye may be found of him in peace, without 
spot, and blameless." 

Are any of you grieving over the imperfection of your 
character, or mourning on account of the lack of the 
fruit of the Spirit I have endeavoured to explain ? Did 
you once possess this amiable virtue, but are now deplor- 
ing its loss, as you exclaim, " that it was with me as 
in months past, when the candle of the Lord shone upon 
my head, and when by his light I walked through dark- 
ness ; while as yet the Almighty was with me ?" If 
such be your experience and lamentation, give yourselves 
afresh to the Lord, humble yourselves before him, and 
attend to the instructions given, that you may be enabled 
to attain to the privileges and enjoyments you once 
possessed. 
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Satan will try to displace your affections, and beguile 
you with his charms ; but you must resist him, and he 
will flee from you. Cleave unto the Lord ; live to his 
honour and glory ; and lift high the christian standard. 
Be on your guard, like the sentinel in the garrison, or 
the watchman on the tower. Guard your thoughts, 
looks, actions, and conversation. " Pray without ceas- 
ing." Prayer tends to refine the taste, promote gentle- 
ness, and prepares the soul for its departure to immor- 
tality and glory. ' ' Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my last end be like his !" 

— " You see the man ; you see his hold on heaven. 
Heaven waits not the last moment ; owns its friends 
On this side death ; and points them out to men — 
A lecture silent, hut of sovereign use. 
Life, take thy chance but for such an end." 



V 
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GOODNESS. 



" No blank, no trifle Nature made or meant. 
If nothing more than purpose in thy power, 
The purpose firm, is equal to the deed. 
Who does the best his circumstance allows, 
Does well, acts nobly — angels could do no more." 

An old writer remarks, that "The soul is always 
stamped with the same characters that are engraven upon 
the end it aims at ;" — the correctness of which statement 
we presume but few, if any, will question. Men in 
general have their minds fixed upon some object they 
are anxious to accomplish ; and to realise the fulfilment 
of their hopes and desires, they spare no pains, regard 
no privations, and deem no exertions too laborious. The 
warrior is ambitious for fame and conquest ; the politi- 
cian attempts to exert an influence over the destinies of 
an empire ; the voyager encounters the dangers of the 
ocean to make new discoveries ; and the traveller haz- 
ards his life in exploring remote regions to ascertain the 
nature of the climate, the manners and customs of the 
inhabitants. If such courage, eagerness, intrepidity, 
and zeal were transferred to religion, in carrying out 
the great purposes of Jehovah in reference to the salva- 
tion of the human race, what a vast amount of truth and 
holiness would be promoted in the world. 

But christians are engaged in an enterprise of a far 
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higher order than any of the characters just alluded to 
— an enterprise of mercy and beneficence. The religion 
of Christ is a religion of love, and all who enjoy its bles- 
sedness endeavour to contribute in some measure to the 
peace and welfare of their fellow-creatures. Goodness 
signifies desirable qualities, either physical or moral; 
and to be a christian is to possess these virtues. 

We should manifest at all times a disposition and 
readiness to do good, both in a temporal and spiritual 
point of view. Such a disposition God has graciously 
manifested towards us, for, " He is good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works.'' He has provided 
for our temporal and spiritual wants : " Every good 
gift, and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no varia- 
bleness, neither shadow of turning. ,, The same benevo- 
lent spirit was manifest in the conduct of the Saviour, 
not only toward those who acknowledged him as their 
rightful Sovereign, but also to those who despised and 
rejected him. 

This excellent virtue ought to be exhibited by all 
christians as far as practicable, in relieving the wants of 
the destitute, and in supporting the cause of God accord- 
ing to their ability. A religion without good works is 
false and vain ; and if we lack this virtue, this fruit of 
the Spirit, our profession will avail us nothing. Good- 
ness, or benevolence, is another important link in the 
believer's golden chain, — another necessary trait in the 
christian character, and is worthy of your attention and 
regard. Observe, 

I. Christians are to manifest a spebjt op benevo- 
lence. 

The apostle Paul prayed that the Colossians " might 
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruit- 
ful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge 
of God." Notice, 
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1. Who are claimants to christian beneficence? Here 
I may remark, that a judicious discrimination should be 
exercised, in order that the stream of benevolence may 
flow in proper channels. That there are many objects 
of indigence, distress, and even wretchedness, we have 
ample evidence ; but in many instances it is self-imposed 
distress, arising from idleness, extravagance, and dissi- 
pation ; and numbers of this class become itinerant men- 
dicants, and, by unfolding tales of woe, frequently im- 
pose on a generous public. To lavish charity on such 
characters as these, is to countenance vagrancy, support 
crime, and give license for deception and every concom- 
itant evil. 

But there are others who are in a state of comparative 
destitution, occasioned by a variety of circumstances over 
which they had no control, and are, therefore, justly 
entitled to christian sympathy and aid. The widow and 
the fatherless, who have been deprived of their subsist- 
ence by a stroke of Providence ; those who, by a sudden 
and unlooked-for catastrophe, as the Holmfirth flood, 
have been stripped of nearly all they possessed ; those 
who are wrecked on the ocean, and cast penniless on a 
distant shore, or who perish, and leave sorrowing friends 
to bemoan their loss ; and those who have been reduced 
to penury and want by severe and protracted afflictions, 
all have claims on our kindness and hospitality. 

It appears from scripture that the poor of Christ's flock 
have prior claims on christian benevolence. "As we 
have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the household of faith," 
Gal. vi. 10. The apostle instructs the Corinthians to 
make a liberal contribution for the poor saints at Jeru- 
salem. " Now therefore," says he, " perform the doing 
of it ; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may 
be a performance out of that which ye have," 2 Cor. 
viii. 11. And in his epistle to the Romans, he says, 
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" Distributing to the necessity of saints ; given to hos- 
pitality," chap. xii. 13. The apostle Peter urges the 
manifestation of the same principle. " Use hospitality 
one to another, without grudging." But we must not 
confine our acts of kindness to the poor of the Saviour's 
flock ; hut, on Bible principles, it must be extended even 
to our enemies : hence says Solomon, " If thine enemy 
be hungry, give him bread to eat ; and if he be thirsty, 
give him water to drink : for thou shalt heap coals of 
fire upon his head, and the Lord shall reward thee," 
Prov. xxv. 21, 22. But while it is obligatory upon 
christians to bestow their charity upon the bereaved and 
destitute, there are still higher objects that must not be 
overlooked which are purely religious; they must do 
good not only to the bodies, but also to the souls of men. 
This may be done, 

2. By devoting a portion of our substance to religious 
purposes. " Honour the Lord with thy substance, and 
with the first fruits of all thine increase ; so shall thy 
bams be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst 
out with new wine," Prov. iii. 9, 10. There was a strik- 
ing manifestation of liberality in behalf of the tabernacle 
in the time of Moses. " Take ye from among you an 
offering unto the Lord : whosoever is of a willing 
heart, let him bring it, an offering of the Lord; 
gold, and silver, and brass," Ex. xxxv. 5 ; and at the 
21st and 22nd verses, we read that, " Every one whose 
heart stirred him up, and every one whom his spirit 
made willing, and they brought the Lord's offering to 
the work of the tabernacle of the congregation, and for 
all his service, and for the holy garments : and they 
came both men and women, as many as were willing 
hearted, and brought bracelets, and earrings, and rings, 
and tablets, all jewels of gold : and every man that of- 
fered offered an offering of gold unto the Lord." 

Places of worship are needed, in which to preach the 
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glorious gospel of the blessed God, and conduct the de- 
votional exercises of his people ; and in order to accom- 
plish this desirable object, there must be the consecration 
of property, the free-will offerings which the Lord re- 
quires. 

Great responsibility devolves upon the members of the 
church of Christ in reference to the extent they contri- 
bute to its support. Christians are to set an example in 
this respect as well as in any other duty they have to 
perform. There are innumerable spiritual wants to be 
supplied; and unless the contributions of professing 
christians become more liberal and practical than hereto- 
fore, those necessities, however pressing, will not be 
supplied. Have we not at the present day to mourn on 
account of the spirit of covetousness which is cherished 
by many who avow their allegiance to Him who gave 
himself a ransom for the world ? Do we not frequently 
blush when we receive the niggardly contributions of 
the more wealthy members of our societies, parted with, 
too, very reluctantly? Have not many yet to learn 
the important lesson, " Ready to distribute, willing to 
communicate ?" And how much more might be devoted 
to the cause of Christ by the less opulent in our com- 
munities, if the principle of economy was understood 
and practised ? Some make inability a pretext for giv- 
ing so little, or nothing at all. Speak to them about 
the claims of the heathen, and request them to hear the 
cries from abroad, as they are borne on the breeze, or 
roll on the bosom of the ocean, " Come over and help 
us," they will soon answer, "Charity begins at home;" 
and at home it ends also. It would be much better if 
such cankered, money-loving, world-starving professors 
would reform their system of expenditure, or dispense 
with some superfluities, to enable them to render more 
pecuniary aid to religious objects. In many instances 
this might be done without sacrificing any domestic 
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comfort, or exceeding the bounds of moral obligation. 
" But this, I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly ; and he which soweth bountifully shall 
reap also bountifully," 2 Cor. ix. 6. The extent of con- 
tributing to benevolent and religious objects must be in 
proportion to the ability possessed ; " For unto whom- 
soever much is given, of him shall be much required," 
Luke xii. 48. 

There are undoubtedly many pious people who would 
cheerfully give more to the cause of God if they had the 
means ; but, " If there be first a willing mind, it is ac- 
cepted according to that a man hath, and not according 
to that he hath not," 2 Cor. viii. 12. 

As to the mode of giving, the scriptures must be our 
guide. They teach us the spirit we should manifest. 
" Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so 
let him give ; not grudgingly, or of necessity ; for God 
loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you ; that ye, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good 
work," 2 Cor. ix. 7, 8. 

What is given for the spread of the gospel, and the 
extension of the kingdom of Christ in the world, should 
be given cheerfully and freely. I have somewhere read 
two anecdotes bearing on this point, the substance of 
which is as follows : — Some of the islanders in the South 
Seas contributed freely, according to their means, to the 
missionary cause. Being destitute of silver and gold, 
they gave oil, cotton, arrowroot, and hogs. If any offer- 
ings were not freely presented, they were rejected, as 
they were informed there was no compulsion to give. 
One day a native brought a hog to the treasurer, and, 
throwing it at his feet, said, in an angry tone, " Here's 
a pig for your society." " Take it back again," was the 
reply ; " God does not accept angry pigs." The object 
of the institution, and the importance of supporting it 
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from right motives being explained to the man, he was 
exceedingly mortified at having to take his hog home 
again. 

In Tahiti, a person brought a quantity of cocoa-nut 
oil to king Pomare in a bad spirit, exclaiming, " Here 
are five bamboos of oil ; take them for your society." 
" No," said the king ; " I will not mix your angry bam- 
boos with the missionary oil; take them away." And 
he had to return with the gifts in his hands, grieved at 
having betrayed his meanness, and subjected himaftlf to 
the rebuke of his more liberal neighbours. 

Christians may not only manifest a spirit of benevo- 
lence by devoting a portion of their substance to religi- 
gious objects, but also by, 

3. Example and active exertion, Paul's advice to 
Timothy is worthy of notice. " Be thou an example 
of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, 
in spirit, in faith, in purity," 1 Tim. iv. 12. "Like- 
wise, also, the good works of some are manifest 
beforehand ; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid." 
Ignorance prevails to a fearful extent. Men are blinded 
by the god of this world. They are ignorant of God, of 
Christ, and of the plan of salvation ; " Having no hope, 
and without God in the world." Hence the necessity 
of instruction. Men must be warned and instructed. 
To this urgent duty the apostle Paul was fully awake 
when writing to the Colossians : " Whom we preach, 
warning every man, and teaching every man in all wis- 
dom ; that we may present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus." But we must not conclude that ministers are 
the only qualified and authorised persons to teach the ig- 
norant the way to heaven. There are many who are 
not qualified for the pulpit, but who are especially 
adapted for visiting the sick, and directing the penitent 
to "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world." To instruct men in a spiritual point of 
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view, and to be instrumental in turning them from dark- 
ness to light, from sin to holiness, and from satan to 
God, is the highest good that can be conferred upon 
them, " Let him know, that he which convertetb the 
sinner from the error of his way, shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins/' Jam. Vv 20. 
Signals to activity are waving m every wind ; and voice* 
from heaven, earth, and hell urgje the chuteh to greater 
efforts and increased zeal in prosecuting Iter high art 
glorious mission on earth. The love of God should con* 
strain us to exert our influence to do good as we* have 
opportunity. " For this thing the Lord thy Ged shall 
bless thee in all thy works, and in all thou puttest thine 
hand unto." Observe, 

II. THE JHItfCIPLE WHICH SHOVEfr IJfJXUBJWI SHIS 
COMDtrCT. 

It should not be that of ostentation, nor merely for 
the sake of imitating some one who has contributed 
largely, and obtained the applause of men. These are 
low and grovelling motives, and are unworthy of indi- 
viduals professing godliness. Our deeds are good or bad 
according to the principle by which we* are actuated. 
This was- a point noticed by our Lord in his Sermon on 
the Mount. " Therefore when thou doest thine alma, 
do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the* hypocrites do 
in the synagogue and in the streets, that they may be 
seen of men. But when thou doest thine alms, let not 
thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth," Matt 
vi. 2, a. It should be,, 

1. From a smse of duty. " He hath shewed thee, 
man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require ef 
thee, but to do justly, and love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God ?" Mieah vi. 8. " Thousands of 
men," said the late Dr. Chalmers, " breathe*, move,, and 
hm f pass off the stage ef life, and are heard; ef no more*. 
"Why? They did* wot a particle of good in the we»l&; 

o 
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and none were blessed by them, none could point to 
them as the instruments of their redemption ; not a line 
they wrote, not a word they spoke could be recalled, 
so they perished : their light went out in darkness, and 
they were not remembered more than the insects of yes- 
terday. Will you thus live and die, ! immortal man ? 
Live for something. Do good, and leave behind you a 
monument of virtue that the storms of time can never 
destroy. Write your name, by kindness, love, and 
mercy, on the hearts of the thousands you come in con- 
tact with year by year, and you will never be forgotten. 
No ! Your name, your deeds, will be a3 legible on the 
hearts you leave behind, as the stars on the brow of 
evening." 

Having ascertained what is our duty to our Maker 
and to each other, we should resolve to act accordingly, 
whatever difficulties may throng the path of duty. We 
must not be actuated by impulses and momentary ex- 
citement in matters of religion, but from a conviction 
that this is " not a work of one day or two ;" there must 
be principle, firmness, and perseverance. The christian 
character should be adorned by " Whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever thingB 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever tilings 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report," FhiL 

iv. 8. • 

True charity and religious principle are inseparably 
connected. This is illustrated in'the following anecdote, 
furnished by the Bev. R. Young. Some time ago, a 
poor woman in Cornwall, who thought she ought to do 
something for God's cause, brought her offering, and 
presented it A gentleman who witnessed the act, said 
to her, "My good woman, you are very poor, — neither 
God nor nian requires this sacrifice ai your hands," She 
looked at him, and, with an expression most «g«ifi 1? M»* 
replied, "Sir, who made you a ruler and a judge over 
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me ? Had you been standing at the treasury when the 
poor woman cast in her two mites, you would no doubt 
have addressed her in the same way ; but our Saviour 
was there, and his language to her was that of encou- 
ragement and approbation; and the poor widow lost 
nothing, but gained much by this sacrifice ; and I trust 
in God that it will be the same with myself." How en- 
couraging to read, that " God is not unrighteous to for- 
get your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed 
toward his name," Heb. vi. 10. Our liberality must 
flow, 

2. From a principle of humanity. " When the ear 
heard me, then it blessed me ; and when the eye saw me, 
it gave witness to me : because I delivered the poor that 
cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help 
him. The blessing of him that was ready to perish came 
upon me : and I caused the widow's heart to sing for 
joy. I put on righteousness, and it clothed me : my 
judgment was as a robe and a diadem. I was eyes to 
the blind, and feet was I to the lame. I was a 
father to, the poor : and the cause which I knew not I 
searched out," Job. xxix. 11 — 16. 

One of the best evidences we can furnish of our re- 
gard for the weal of man, is to promote his present and 
future happiness. All are subject to afflictions, bereave- 
ments, and disappointments ; and equally uncertain as 
to how long we have to live on earth, and all must meet 
at the judgment-seat of Christ. These considerations 
should induce us to act towards each other and towards 
all men with due respect and affection ; for he who fails 
in his duty to man must be a careless observant of his 
duty to God. 

"We must extend our thoughts beyond ourselves, or 
we shall violate the principles of religion, and incur the 
displeasure of the Almighty. Eeciprocal affection, mu- 
tual sympathy, and christian generosity, are character- 



116 IXCTUSE 71. 

istic of our love to God ; . but if hatred, unconcern, and 
oovetousness, are traits in our • character*— whatever 
sanctity we may profess — they are indicative of an unre- 
newed nature. " Whoso hath this world's good, and 
seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels 
of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him ?" 1 John iii. 1 7. Christianity, and the sympa- 
pathies of our common nature, require the observance 
of the great law of humanity, " "Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye even so to them." 

3. From a principle of the justice and worthiness of 
those claims. "The way of the just is uprightness: 
thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of the just," 
Isa. xxvi. 7. When we contemplate the objects of 
christian benevolence in a proper light, we must at once 
admit the justice of their claims. In point of order and 
importance, perhaps the institution of the gospel minis- 
try takes the precedence of all others. The renowned 
Baxter said : — " The souls of men are to be preferred 
before their bodies in estimation and intention : but in 
point of time, the body is often to be preferred before 
the soul ; because if the body be suffered to perish, the 
helping of the soul will be past our power." But while 
the one is attended to, the other must not be neglected. 
True charity couples both together; it promotes the 
benefit of the body as well as the good of the soul. It 
must be obvious to all who duly appreciate the preach- 
ing of the gospel, that its claims to christian benevolence 
are binding, reasonable, and just. 

Other noble and praiseworthy institutions adorn the 
age, which have been termed the moral wonders of the 
age. The Sabbath-school institution, the Bible So- 
ciety, the Religious Tract Society, and the Temperance 
Society, are worthy of support, and have claims on our 
charity ; for they are subordinate but essential auxilia- 
ries to the preaching of the gospel. If we look at the 
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condition of those who are destitute of religion, reflect 
on the importance of promoting their salvation, and 
consider that such are the objects for whom the Saviour 
suffered and expired upon the cross, we must acknow- 
ledge the justice and worthiness of their claims. 

The same principle will apply to the church. Chris- 
tians are to labour for her extention and prosperity. 
" Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it ; that 
he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the word, that he might present it to himself 
a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing," Eph. v. 25—27. If Christ gave himself 
for the church, for the reasons stated by the apostle, 
christians ought to seek her good, by contributing to her 
funds, maintaining purity of doctrine, enforcing scriptu- 
ral discipline, 'and in unwearied efforts to promote her 
edification and holiness. " Pray for the peace of Jeru- 
salem : they shall prosper that love thee." Hear the 
language of the sorrowing captives by the rivers of 
Babylon, when reflecting on the city or place from which 
they had been driven : " If I forget thee, Jerusalem, 
let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not re- 
member thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth, if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy," 
Ps. cxxxvii. 5, 6, 

4. From a principle of religion. " I will that thou 
affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God 
might be capable to maintain good works. These things 
are good and profitable unto men," Tit. iii. 8. Eeligion 
has a powerful influence on the manners and habits of 
its possessors. Having believed in God, and publicly 
avowed allegiance to him, they are to maintain good 
works, by administering to the wants of others, in pro- 
portion to the means possessed, and in accordance with 
the principles of religion. While good works are es- 
sential to religion, by these alone none can gain heaven. 
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In religion, faith and works go together. The apostle 
James, when exposing the fallacy of those whom we 
should call by a modern term Antinomians, who placed 
all their religion in faith, and neglected good works, as 
forming no part of religion, laid much stress on good 
works, not as the cause of his justification, but as the 
effect or evidence of his faith. Let us hear him on this 
matter. " What doth it profit, my brethren, though a 
man say he hath faith, and have not works ? Can faith 
save him ? If a brother or sister be naked, and desti- 
tute of daily food, and one of you say unto them, De- 
part in peace, be ye warmed and filled ; notwithstand- 
ing ye give them not those things which are needful to 
the body ; what doth it profit ? Even so faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, 
thou hast faith, and I have works : shew me thy faith 
without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by 
my works. Thou believest that there is one God ; thou 
doest well : the devils also believe, and tremble. But 
wilt thou know, vain man, that faith without works 
is dead ?" James ii. 14 — 20. 

III. The kewabd which such conduct secures. 

" It is more blessed to give than to receive," Acts 
xx. 35. For every act of kindness, for every deed of 
mercy, and for every instance of benevolence shown 
towards the people of God, there will be an an ample re- 
compense. The widow's mite cast into Lord's trea- 
sury, and the cup of cold water given to a disciple, will 
not be overlooked. Such actions shall in no wise lose 
their reward ; for the Saviour will say to those who per- 
formed them, "Inasmuch as ye- have done it unto pne 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me." There is, 

1 . Personal satisfaction. This arises from a sense of 
duty performed. Active goodness is a source from which 
arise in a renewed heart the most enlarged and elevated 
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pleasures. " But to do good and to communicate forget 
not : for with such sacrifices God is well pleased," Hob. 
adii. 16. The consciousness of having done our duty to 
God and our fellow-men, must on all occasions afford 
pleasurable reflection and internal satisfaction. 

But how frequently professors of religion have to 
mourn on account of the privileges they have neglected, 
and lament over manifold omissions of duty and unfaith- 
fulness to God. Dying regrets are very common ; and 
if the rich but coveteous professor desires to be free from 
such emotions when he leaves the world, he must now 
rid himself of the charge of parsimony, and cease to sin 
against his Maker, and attend, to the requirement of the 
gospel, "Freely ye have received, freely give." Let 
the less affluent be more active, and the lukewarm more 
earnest and prayerful ; for, " It is good to be zealously 
affected always in a good thing," Gal. iv. 18. Adopt 
every mode and available means within your reach to 
contribute to the sum of human happiness ; serve your 
own generation by the will of God. This will afford 
you the greatest pleasure on earth, and the highest sat- 
isfaction when to Jordan's brink you come. " And I 
heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth : yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours ; and their works do follow them," Bev. 
adv. 13. Then there is, 

2. Success in the enterprise of christian benevolence. 
To a pious mind this is a liberal reward : " Your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord." The consciousness of hav- 
ing wiped some tear away, of having relieved some per- 
son in distress, comforted some sorrowing heart, allevi- 
ated the misery of some outcast, led some wanderer to 
Christ, and directed some inquiring penitent to the old 
paths and the good way, is a rich reward for the labour 
bestowed. 
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The christian is warranted to expect the blessing of 
God upon, his efforts to do good. The amount of success 
may not be equal to his desires; hot this is no induce- 
ment to relax his efforts, but should stimulate to greater 
diligence, and more frequent pleadings at the throne of 
grace. "My brother/' said art active minister, "to 
have one poor sinner to own thee in the day of judg- 
ment, as an instrument in God's hand in plucking: him 
as a brand front the burning, will be a greater comfort 
to thy glorified spirit in the day of the Lord, thanif than 
hacfet been the greatest orator thai ever engaged the at- 
tention of an audience." 

" Cast thy bread upon fee waters, and thoushalt find 
it after many days." It is encouraging to a pious* and 
liberid christian to know thai his* example has. produced 
emulation. Others, by seeing his good werksy have, i» 
many instances, been induced to go and d> likewise. 
" And let us. consider one' another to provoke unto tore 
and to good works," Hebv x. 24. Besides, there is, 

3*. The assurance of Divine fave* " Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God," 1 John iid. L 
They know they are loved : they possess the internal 
evidence of his favour ; they know it experimentally, 
fie manifests his love to them by the witness of h» 
Holy Spirit, in the peace and joy shed abroad' in their 
hearts, by renewing their spiritual strength,, by support- 
ing them in their eoufBcts, by the pledges and promises 
revealed in his word, by the rich communications of his 
grace, by the revelations of his glory, and by the* titfe 
he has given them to- an incorruptible' inheritance- in 
heaven. Theft there is the constancy of this love; The 
Father loves his willing and obedient children with an 
unremitting' love; fie loves them at all times, and un- 
der all circumstances, with a love* that is pure and un- 
changeable. " Having loved his own which wev^ia tfee 
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world, he loved them unto the end." 

Besides the reward secured on earth — in personal sat- 
isfaction, in the success realised, and pledges of Divine 
love — there is a reward in heaven. 

" Why talk we now of earthly things, 
The wealth of empires, crowns of kings, 

Or aught below the skies ? 
Can crowns or sceptres be compared 
"With that exceeding, great reward 

On which we fix our eyes ?" 

Having shown that christians are to manifest a spirit 
of henevolence ; pointed out the claimants ; how, and in 
what manner, it must he manifest ; the principles hy 
which they are to he actuated ; and the reward such 
conduct secures ; I now conclude this address hy adding 
a motive and a caution, — a motive to excite to benefi- 
cence, and a caution against depending on good works 
alone. Many incentives to christian generosity and 
kindness might he adduced, but let one suffice : — 

1. The fact that it is an imitation of the most exalted 
character. The Saviour went about doing good, both 
to the bodies and souls of men. " Ye know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich." What arguments can be 
more forcible, what motives more constraining, and what 
conduct can be more influential, than the arguments of 
the apostle Paul, and the example of the Redeemer ? 
You are told what he was — " He was rich ;" — what he 
became — "poor;" — and what was his design — " That ye 
might be rich." He was rich in heaven, rich in glory, 
honour, and immortality ; yet he became poor, to enrich 
mankind with the blessings of pardon, peace, holiness, 
and heaven. Real benevolence, pure patriotism, and 
stupendous love dwelt in him. No character was so 
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brilliant, no history so fall of interest, and no deeds so 
philanthropic, as the character, history, and deeds of the 
Saviour. He was a kind benefactor to the poor, a phy- 
sician to the afflicted, a deliverer to the captive, and a 
Saviour to all, "specially of those that believe." 

What unspeakable love! what infinite compassion! 
and what unlimited goodness he displayed during his 
life, and in his death on the cross! He gave himself for 
us. Then ought we not to make suitable returns, by 
devoting our time and influence to his cause, and by re- 
sponding to the cry of the perishing, and the call of the 
Father, ' ' Son, go work to-day in my vineyard ?' ' "How 
much owest thou unto my Lord ?" Do we owe less to 
him than a Paul, a Cornelius, a Wesley, a Whitfield, a 
Morrison, a Carey, a Coke, a Brainerd, a Martyn, a 
Wheelock, a Bourne, a Clowes, a Williams, a Moffat, 
and hundreds more, whose praise is in all the churches ? 

The following account is recorded of Howard, the dis- 
tinguished philanthropist : — "He has visited all Europe, 
not to survey the sumptuousness of palaces, or the state- 
liness of temples ; not to make accurate measurements 
of the remains of ancient grandeur, nor to form a scale 
of the curiosity of modern art ; not to collect medals, or 
collate manuscripts ; but to dive into the depths of dun- 
geons ; to plunge into the infection of hospitals ; to sur- 
vey the abodes of sorrow and pain ; to take the guage 
and dimensions of misery, depression, and contempt ; to 
remember the forgotten ; to attend to the neglected; to 
visit the forsaken ; and to compare and collate the dis- 
tresses of all men in all countries. His plan is original! 
and it is as full of genius as it is of humanity. It was a 
voyage of discovery, a circumnavigation of charity." 

When we contemplate the claims of the church and 
the world, the spiritual destitution of millions of the hu- 
man race, the deep poverty and humiliation to which the 
Saviour stooped, the zeal and self-devotedness of many 
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to the cause of Christ, and the responsibility devolving 
upon ns, may we not exclaim, 

" "Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small ; 
Love so amazing ! so divine ! 

Demands my soul, my life, my all ?" 

Let all who profess the christian name imitate such 
exemplary characters. They are models for us to copy. 
It is honourable to tread in their steps, to imbibe their 
spirit, and embalm our names in works of piety and be- 
nevolence ; for " the memory of the just is blessed." 
But, 

2. None must depend on good works alone. Charita- 
ble deeds and liberal contributions to the cause of Christ 
cannot prepare the soul for heav en. There must be con- 
version, justification by faith, and holiness, "without 
which no man can see the Lord." " And though I be- 
stow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give 
my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth 
me nothing," 1 Cor. xiii. 3. If any expect or hope to 
merit heaven by acts of charity, while they are strangers 
to a renewed heart, their expectations aro vain, and their 
hopes delusive. " Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." 

" If love to God and love to men 
Be absent, all my hopes are vain ; 
Nor tongues, nor gifts, nor fiery zeal, 
The work of love can e'er fulfil." 

Admitting, then, that goodness is a christian virtue, 
and an indispensable element in the formation of the 
christian character, a link in the golden chain, a fruit of 
the Spirit, and yet is no item in your account, let me 
remind you of thedeclarationof theapostle James, "There- 
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fore to him that knoweth'to do good, and doeth it not, to 
him it is sin," chap. iv. 17. Should you live and die, 
unadorned by the fruits of the spirit, hear your doom : 
"And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and 
prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, 
shall be beaten with many stripes/ ' Luke xii. 47. 

To avoid this punishment there must be a prompt 
attention to the duties devolving upon you. Work out 
your own salvation while it is called to-day, for the 
night cometh when no man can work. Repose not in 
indolence, the work is all important ; it requires haste ; 
time is short ; you^stand in j eopardy every hour. Death's 
deep midnight will soon wrap you in its shadows, and 
the grave hide you in its gloom. Wipe the badge of 
disgrace from your foreheads, rub the slumber off your 
eyelids, erase your names from the calender of the ene- 
mies of God ; rise, .and stand upon your feet in the cha- 
racter of active, thinking, rational beings. " Whatso- 
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for 
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wis- 
dom, in the grave, whither thou goest," Eccles. ix. 10. 

" The task thy wisdom hath assign* d 
let me cheerfully fulfil ! 
In all my works thy presence find, 
And prove thy acceptable will." 



LECTURE VII. 



FAITH, OTt FIDBLIT 



u How full the joy that mutual vows impart, 

Daily renew' d in offices of love ! 
How sweet, when adverse seasons bow the heart, 

Friendship's unaltered sympathies to prove ? 
But sweeter still,— from Faithfulness divine, 

True to its promise at a countless cost, — 
To learn how love to God and man combine, 

And self in pure fidelity is lost." 

Eaith is a word that has sundry meanings in the 
New Testament. But the faith which is essential to 
salvation not only implies belief of the revealed truths of 
religion, but an implicit hope and confidence in God, 
and an unshaken reliance on Christ. Every christian is 
a partaker of the Divine nature through faith. " By 
grace are ye saved through faith ;" and, " Being justi- 
fied by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

The christian graces, or fruits of the Spirit, are the 
results of saving faith. It is the great principle upon 
which the christian character is established, and by 
which it is supported. * 

The constant exercise of faith is necessary to prevent 
apostacy and promote our growth in piety. " Cast not 
away therefore your confidence, which hath great re- 
compense of reward." It is not only requisite to our 
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own happiness, but also to accomplish the objects we 
contemplate in endeavouring to extend the empire of 
truth and righteousness. " What things soever ye de- 
sire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and 
ye shall have them." Splendid are the triumphs of 
faith recorded in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. In 
reviewing these moral exploits, the hearts of the war- 
riors of the cross take fire, and, with renewed zest, they 
push their contests to a triumphant issue. 

The faithfulness of Jehovah is a subject worthy of 
contemplation, and is profitable to the intelligent chris- 
tian student, and inspiring to the contrite penitent. 
Fidelity and love mark his proceedings. But the point 
we must keep in view in this lecture is our faithfulness 
to God and to each other. Commentators and other 
writers tell us that the " faith" here spoken of as a fruit 
of the Spirit may more properly be rendered fidelity. 
Paul, in his directions to Titus, exhorts servants to show 
all good fidelity to their own masters, and adorn the doc- 
trine of God in all things ; and it is a disposition the 
cultivation of which is equally incumbent upon all men, 
in every station of life, but especially upon those pro- 
fessing godliness. Notice, 

I. In what chbistian fidelity consists. 

Man, as a moral agent, is accountable to his Creator 
for his conduct, for the manner in which he has employed 
his talents and improved his privileges. A conviction 
of such responsibility ought to awaken in his bosom an 
intense desire, and prompt determination to act consis- 
tently towards God and men. Christian fidelity con- 
sists, 

1. In the improvement of our talents, (1.) In the 
improvement of our time. " To every thing there is a 
season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven," 
Eccl. iii. 1. Man is neither a cipher nor an insect ; but 
a thinking, acting, rational, and immortal being ; capa- 
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ble of performing deeds which may not only attract the 
notice and admiration of the wise, hut also secure the 
favour and approbation of God ; or on the other hand, 
his conduct may he such as to draw down the displea- 
sure of the Almighty, and eventually exclude himself 
from heaven. In this life there are duties to per- 
form, and sacrifices to make, dangers to escape, and 
blessings to secure. 

Of the many blessings God hath bestowed upon man, 
time is undoubtedly one of the most precious and invalu- 
able ; and to be regardless of such a treasure, and un- 
mindful of so rich a boon, is the extreme of folly and the 
climax of infatuation. The apostle Paul, being appre- 
hensive of its importance, exhorts the Ephesians to 
" "Walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeem- 
ing the time, because the days are evil," chap. v. 15 — 
16. 

Whatever imperfections and sins have characterised 
our conduct, we cannot redeem the past ; the past can- 
not be recalled ; time once gone is gone for ever. But 
through the mercy and forbearance of God, we may re- 
ceive forgiveness for those offences, and be treated as 
though we had never sinned. " I, even I, am he that 
blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and 
will not remember thy sins," Isa. xliii. 25. 

It is the present and future we are to redeem. On 
the improvement or neglect of time hangs an eternity of 
inconceivable happiness or unutterable misery. "For 
whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap. For 
he that soweth to his flesh shall of his flesh reap corrup- 
tion ; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting," Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

Christians are servants to God ; therefore he requires 
obedience, cheerfulness, and fidelity at their hands. We 
all have a work to perform of vast magnitude and im- 
portance. If we view it in relation to our present and 
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future happiness, we shall find that it comprehends all 
that is momentous in time and in eternity. No difficul- 
ties, however great, must discourage, and no trifles must 
divert our attention from the work God has given us to 
do* 

Men of the world aspire after earthly riches and hon- 
ours with excessive zeal and unwearied diligence ; but 
when they have obtained their object, it is only a short 
and unsatisfying remuneration. The duties of the chris- 
tian are paramount, and require great attention and con- 
stant application of body and mind ; and he who neglects 
them is unfaithful to himself as well as to his Lord and 
Master. The work of religion demands every energy of 
the soul, and claims our undivided regard. Our life is 
a given period, a short day, in which we have to accom- 
plish this great work, or be lost for ever. There is no 
time for slumbering, loitering, or trifling. We must arise 
and shine, not like lamps in a sepulchre, but as mountain 
lights. " Ye are the lights of the world." There are 
many considerations which should induce us to improve 
our time, but more especially its brevity and uncertainty. 
Who can compute the rate of man's progress through 
life ? " Remember how short my time is," Ts. lxxxix. 
47. " Thou earnest them away as with a flood ; they 
are as a sleep : in the morning they are like grass which 
groweth up. In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth 
up ; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth," Ps. 
xc. 5, 6. The Corinthians were reminded of the brevity 
of time : " But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it 
remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though 
they had none ; and they that weep, as though they wept 
not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; 
and they that buy as though they possessed not; and they 
that use this world, as not abusing it : for the fashion of 
thi3 world passeth away," 1 Cor. vii. 29 — 31. To these 
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impressive declarations we may add the prayer of 
Moses : " So teach us to number our days that we may 
apply our heartB unto wisdom." Christian fidelity con- 
sists, 

(2.) In a proper appropriation of our abilities. In 
the days of the apostles, there were " diversities of gifts, 
but the same spirit. And there are differences of ad- 
ministrations, but the same Lord/' 1 Cor. xii. 4, 5. Bo 
there are now diversities of gifts, or talent ; but whether 
the talents entrusted to our care be few or many, they 
must be used properly, or a fearful doom will be inevit- 
able. The man that hid his talent in the earth, was 
termed a wicked, slothful, and unprofitable servant, and 
was ordered to be cast into outer darkness, where there 
was weeping and gnashing of teeth," Matt. xxv. 30. 
Talents are not to be buried in the earth, and lost to 
society, nor are they to be exercised improperly. They 
are designed for use ; and those who improve them in 
the cause of God will be amply rewarded. 

It is to be regretted that much time has been devoted, 
and great talents have been employed, in the advocacy of 
those doctrines and principles which are opposed to the 
religion of the Bible. Others there are comparatively 
neutral^ who urge, as a plea for their conduct, the lack 
of ability to accomplish anything remarkable in a moral 
point of view. All such " will be judged, not merely 
for doing wrong, but for neglecting to do right."s We 
are stewards ; and " it is required in stewards that a 
man be found faithful," 1 Cor. iv. 2. In the vineyard 
of Christ, there is ample scope for the mightiest intel- 
lect, as well as those of more ordinary powers of mind. 
In the erection of a stately building, the wisdom of the 
architect, the genius of the artisan, and the toil of the 
labourer, are all necessary to complete the edifice. So* 
k wise council, scriptural discipline, and zealous effort, 
requisite to promote the prosperity of the church of 
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Christ, and accelerate its glorious consummation. If all 
the talents and influence possessed by the church were 
brought to bear upon the world's conversion, what 
mighty effects and visible results would be produced. 
The sphere for personal effort is wide and inviting, and 
all may be useful in the cause of Christ. Let none say 
with Cain, " Am I my brother* s keeper ?" The church 
must be active, faithful, and sensible of the importance 
of her duty and responsibility. 

It is generally acknowledged that exercise is neces- 
sary to health and comfort; and equally essen- 
tial is activity in the church to promote a healthy 
circulation to the extremities of the spiritual system. 
When Christ ascended on high, " He gave some, apos- 
tles, and some prophets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and teachers ;,for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ." 

(3.) Influence is a talent worthy of remark. Influence 
is powerful. Man is formed for society, to hold mutual 
intercourse with his fellow-men. He is not only capa- 
ble of reflection, but is endowed with the power of 
speech, whereby he exerts an influence, either good or 
evil, in the circle of his acquaintance. A wicked, scep- 
tical man carries the contagion of death wherever he 
goes ; he not only ruins himself, but tries to ruin others. 
The influence he attempts to diffuse is pernicious and 
destructive to the best feelings of the human heart. It 
may not have the same effect upon all with whom he 
associates ; but frequently it proves effectual in pollut- 
ing other minds than his own. 

How often are children heard uttering oaths and im- 
precations,— conduct and language which, in many in- 
stances, they have acquired at home. The street, the 
field, the shop, the factory, the gambling-house, the 
tavern, and the deck or hold of the ship, axe places 
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where multitudes breathe a pestiferous influence around 
them. " One sinner destroyeth much good." 

But the christian endeavours to counteract those 
blighting influences by the diffusion of knowledge and 
the manifestation of the fruits of the Spirit. His pray- 
ers, conversation, efforts, and exemplary conduct are 
influential. By warning, entreaty, exhortation, writing, 
and argument, he labours to bring souls to Christ. 
" Who knows," said Bishop Beveredge, " but that the 
salvation of ten thousand souls may depend upon the 
education of one single child !" And who can estimate 
the amount of good which one devoted christian is able 
to accomplish by the right exercise of the abilities and 
influence he possesses ! And if one individual is capa- 
ble of achieving such great things, what a vast amount 
of good the church is qualified to confer upon the world 
by the prayerful and united efforts of her members. 
Christian fidelity consists, 

2. In unreserved devotedness to God. There are many 
and cogent reasons why we should devote our life to his 
service, as well as numerous examples for our encourage- 
ment. Devotedness to God implies a confession of the 
Saviour's name before the world. " Whosoever, there- 
fore, shall confess me before men, him will I confess also 
before my Father which is in heaven," Matt. x. 32. 
The sincerity of our religion must be maintained by evi- 
dences. There are times when the christian is tempted 
to abandon his profession, and forsake the Lord who 
bought him ; when the Bible is rejected ; when the pro- 
fane pour contempt upon religion ? when the conduct of 
its professors is incompatible with the true spirit of the 
gospel ; and when the tide of persecution is high. Al- 
though such a state of things is deeply to be deplored, 
yet such events furnish no plea for retraction, but con- 
stitute an argument or show the necessity of cleaving 
more fully unto the Lord. Devotedness to God is the 
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best guarantee of christian stability, the moat effec- 
tual specific for the soul amidst the toils and perplexities 
of life. Inattention to this duty occasioned a sad breach 
in the conduct of Peter ; unwatchfulness was the cause 
not only of a physical but a moral separation from Christ 
He mingles in improper society; becomes. a coward; 
states a falsehood ; and violates the third commandment. 
" Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall." A mature and devoted christian is not a reed 
shaken with the wind ; but, like the oak in the forest, 
unmoved and uninjured by the raging of the storm, he 
is enabled to exclaim, " My heart is fixed, God, my 
heart is fixed : I will sing and give praise/' Ps. lvii. 7. 

Devotedness to God includes something more than a 
regular attendance at the means of grace ; something 
more than a mere avowal of Christianity, or a public 
confession of Christ before the world. It comprehends 
an entire abandonment of sin, a conformity to the sacred 
precepts of the Bible, and an uncompromising adherence 
to truth and duty. It implies an outward and visible 
union with the church. The church is not like a town 
corporation, composed principally of affluent men ; nor 
like a railway company, of speculative shareholders. It 
is not wealth, nor any external trappings that will con- 
stitute us real members of the body of Christ ; but a re- 
newed nature ; neither is the work of religion a system 
of speculation, but of reality. 

The church is an institution of Divine origin, a re- 
cognised association of believers, an evangelical body of 
witnesses for the Lord of Hosts, influenced by the purest 
motives, and labouring to promote the highest objects. 
I speak not of those who identify themselves with the 
church for " loaves and fishes," or worldly gain ; but of 
those whose hearts God hath touched, and who are ac- 
tuated by scriptural principles. It is both a duty and 
a privilege to be associated with the people of God. We 
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ought to be united in church fellowship with some sec- 
tion of the church, if practicable, or we shall neglect our 
duty, and forfeit the privileges to which christian fel- 
lowship entitles. Some there are who profess religion, 
but object to unite with the church ; but the question 
is, are their objections and views in harmony with the 
scriptures? "Who would prefer crossing a wide and 
dangerous desert alone, rather than go in a caravan with 
a company ? "Would it not be unwise to attempt to cross 
the ocean in a boat, and alone, in preference to a ship, 
managed by experienced and skilful hands ? In a' mat- 
ter of doubt and difficulty, who would choose risking 
important consequences on his own judgment, rather 
than secure the opinion and council of wiser heads than 
his own ? " In the multitude of council there is safety." 
These remarks will apply to those who are unconnected 
with any religious denomination. The Bible says, " Two 
are better than one ; because they have a good reward 
far their labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up 
his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he 
falleth ; for he hath not another to help him up," Eccl. 
iv. 9, 10. , Christian fidelity comprehends, 

3. Delight in our Master's service. We should cherish 
a disposition like that of the Saviour, when he under- 
took the great work of the world's redemption. " Then 
said I, Lo, I come : in the volume of the book it is written 
of me, I delight to do thy will, my God : yea, thy 
law is within my heart," Ps. xl. 7, 8. 

He is not an hard master reaping where he hath not 
sown, and gathering where he hath not strawed ; but a 
kind Father, who loves his devoted and faithful children. 
Nothing less than a total surrender of ourselves to God, 
and delight in His service can prove the reality of our 
conversion, and the certainty of qur fidelity to our Maker. 
It is not enough that we call ourselves the servants of 
God, the followers of Jesus Christ, and members of the 
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household of faith ; hut diligence and delight must cha- 
racterise our religious pursuits. " Delight thyself in the 
Lord ; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart/' 
Ps. xxxvii. 4. We are to give all diligence to make our 
calling and election sure ; to he watchful and sober that 
we may be found of him in peace. There is delight 
mingled with diligent labour ; the service of God is not 
slavery ; there is nothing in it despotic or galling ; it is 
perfect freedom. The demands of our Divine Master 
are not exorbitant, but reasonable and just, and we 
should rejoice at the distinguished privilege of being a 
servant to God ; " thy testimonies are my delight." 

" How happy all thy servants are ! 
How great thy grace to me ! 
My life, which thou hast made thy care, 
Lord, I devote to thee." 

Having shown that christian fidelity consists in the 
improvement of our talents, in unreserved devotedness 
to God, and delight in his service ; we will now view it 
in relation to each other, for the effects of genuine piety 
are always visible. Faithfulness to each other implies, 

1. Sincere friendship. A deceptions person, whether 
a professor of religion or otherwise, is either an object of 
pity or contempt. We have instances both of deception 
and sincerity on record. Jael manifested a friendly spi- 
rit toward Sisera ; she covered him with a blanket or 
rug and gave him milk to drink, but when " he was fast 
asleep" she took a nail and a hammer went softly unto 
him and drove the nail in his temples and fastened it 
into the ground. " So he died." Equally tragical was 
the conduct of Joab, when he took Abner aside to speak 
with him peaceably, then stabbed him under the fifth 
rib — a stroke which occasioned his death. Friends some- 
times prove faithless. When Job was in affliction and 
adversity, he said, " My friends scorn me : but mine eye 
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poureth out tears unto God." Again, "My kinsfolk 
have failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten me." 
" All my inward Mends abhorred me : and they whom 
I love are turned against me." David complained of 
similar treatment when he said, " yea, mine own fami- 
liar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, 
hath lifted up his heel against me," Ps. xli. 9. " For 
it was not an enemy that reproached me ; then I could 
have borne it : neither was it he that hated me that did 
magnify himself against me ; then I would have hid my- 
self from him : but it was thou, a man mine equal, my 
guide and mine acquaintance," Fs. lv. 12, 13. And 
how glaring was the deception of Judas, when he ap- 
proached the Saviour and said, "Hail, Master; and kissed 
him." 

But there are instances of true friendship on record. 
When iNaomi advised Ruth to return after her sister in 
law to her country and friends, no argument could induce 
her to do so, for while Orpah wept when they separated, 
Ruth said to Naomi, "where thou diest, will I die, and 
there will I be buried : the Lord do so to me, and more 
also, if ought but death part thee and me." Ruth i. 17. 
Hear David's lamentation over Saul and Jonathan, " I 
am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan :, very plea- 
sant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonder- 
ful. How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of 
war perished," 2 Sam. i. 26, 27. Sincere was the res- 
pect and friendship which existed between David and 
Barzillai, while the former was at Mahanaim, whither 
he had fled because of Absalom, the latter manifested 
great kindness to him. David afterwards reciprocated 
the same benevolent and friendly spirit, and invited the 
Gileadite to Jerusalem, and promised to supply his tem- 
poral wants ; Barzillai accompanied him a short distance, 
but on account of his advanced age, a desire to die in his 
own city, and be buried by the grave of his father and 
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mother, he turned back after receiving a token of true 
friendship from David. The king of Israel in his final 
charge to Solomon requested him to shew kindness to 
the sons of Barzillai for the friendship their father mani- 
fested towards him. How genuine was the attachment 
which existed between the prophet of Horeb, and the 
son of Shaphat ! Elisha accompanied Elijah to Beth-el, 
then to Jericho, from thence to Jordan then exclaimed, 
" As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee." After they had crossed Jordan, they went 
on engaged in conversation until "there appeared a 
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them asun- 
der, and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven." 
And Elisha " cried, My father, my father, the chariot 
of Israel, and the horsemen thereof." 

Eeal friendship is both valuable and desirable. In 
the present world we are exposed to persecution, temp- 
tation, and affliction of body and mind. To have in 
these seasons a confidential friend, to whom we can re- 
late our experience, and from whom we receive sympa- 
thy, tends to ease our minds, and mitigate the burden 
of the heart. Friendship should be cultivated especially 
among christians. . "A man that hath friends must 
shew himself friendly." The friendship of a good man 
is not only sincere, but constant. "A friend," says 
Solomon, "loveth at all times." "A talebearer re- 
vealeth secrets : but he that is a faithful spirit con- 
cealeth the matter," Prov. xi. 13. In all things we must 
exhibit those traits peculiar to the christian character, 
and are evidences of the sincerity of our profession, 
fidelity to men includes, 

2. Punctuality. Punctuality is one of the best rules 
extant; the observance of which is highly commenda- 
ble both in temporal and spiritual matters. It is said, 
that Sir William Blackstone regarded punctuality as a 
virtue, and could not think very favourably of any one 
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who was defective in this practise* Inattention to a 
point of such importance is not only detrimental to a 
man's character, but often occasions considerable trouble 
and inconvenience to others. Professors of religion 
should especially be faithful to their engagements, and 
punctual to their promises. Some are very remiss in 
their business habits. A person, for example, owes a 
sum of money, and engages to pay it at a stated period ; 
the time arrives, but he cannot meet the demand ; he 
ought, then, unless unavoidably prevented, to meet his 
creditor in person, and assign his reason for the nonful- 
filment of his promise. But instead of doing so, many 
evade their creditors as much as possible ; and frequently 
we hear of some purchasing articles of other tradesmen 
while " old scores," or debts, remain uncancelled else- 
where. If you speak to them on the subject, their re- 
ply will probably be, "I had not the money to pay with, 
or I should have been as good as my word." But is it 
business-like, much more christian-like, not to acknow- 
ledge that inability to the proper person at the appointed 
time ? We fear many are guilty of such conduct, and 
notwithstanding their high pretensions to sanctity, they 
need not wonder if their motives and profession should 
be questioned. The Bible teaches us to be faithful and 
honourable in all our dealings, and prompt in our atten- 
tions to spiritual duties.. We must be ''diligent in 
business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." " When 
thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he^ 
hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou, 
hast vowed. Better is it that thou shouldest not 
vow,' than that thou shouldest vow, and not pay," 
Ecclesiastes v. 4, 5. To be faithful to others, these 
must be, 

8. Uprightness of conduct Honesty, justice, and in-, 
tegrity, are included in the christian's rule of conduct;., 
the manifestation of which is especially important in hia 
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intercourse and dealings with others; for an habitual 
violation of such principles is inconsistent with a profes- 
sion of godliness, and incurs the displeasure of God. 
" These six things doth the Lord hate : yea, seven are 
an abomination unto him : a proud look, a lying tongue, 
and hands that shed innocent blood, an heart that de- 
viseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running 
to mischief, a false witness that speaketh lies, and he 
that soweth discord among brethren," Prov. vi. 16—19. 

There are many religious people engaged in commer- 
cial pursuits and traffic, buying, selling, and speculat- 
ing ; but in such avocations of life there must be an in- 
flexible adherence to the golden rule, " Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them," Matt. vii. 12. There is much duplicity and im- 
position practised at the present day by persons in busi- 
ness. Articles of sale are frequently represented as 
genuine, cheap, and of superior quality, when they are 
actually adulterated, dear, and very inferior commodi- 
ties. Thus the seller takes advantage of the ignorance 
of his customer. Such conduct is dishonourable and 
sinful. But a faithful and conscientious christian views, 
with the utmost abhorrence, whatever is mean, cunning, 
and deceptive in trade; he treats all with whom he 
transacts business with due respect and fidelity ; for the 
upright in heart have respect to their words and actions, 
and are free from those accusations of conscience usually 
associated with acts of dishonesty ; rise superior to sel- 
fish motives, maintain their integrity, and are among 
those to whom the " Lord God is a sun and shield : the 
Lord will give grace and glory : no good thing will he 
withold from them that walk uprightly," Ps. Ixxxiy. 1 1. 

Sincere friendship, a punctual observance of every 
promise and engagement, and upright conduct, are among 
the tests and evidences of our fidelity to God and man. 
Notice, 
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II. The coksideeatioxs which should excite xn 

TO THE CULTIVATION OF CHBIBTIAK FIDELITY. 

I. It is essential to establish our moral character. The 
value of christian fidelity is so well authenticated, and 
so generally acknowledged, 1 that arguments are unneces- 
sary to commend it ; and its importance is so frequently 
confirmed, in the pleasing results manifested in the con- 
duct of devout and earnest christians, that all men should 
be influenced by so noble a principle. As a tree is known 
by its fruits, so we form our estimate of character ac- 
cording to the conduct which is manifested. The ele- 
ments of character, good or bad, are manifest in the ac- 
tions of men. In past ages, tests of fidelity between 
man and man have consisted of some bodily action, in 
conjunction with a prescribed form of words. It is to 
be feared many often assume a devotional attitude, and 
attend to outward forms and ceremonies, who are never- 
theless destitute of vital religion. 

But our moral character is not established by the 
mere recitation of some selected sentences, some singu- 
lar position or action of the body, but by the purity of 
the heart, and the unimpeachable tenor of the life. Ee- 
ligion is a work of the heart, and must influence pur 
conduct. 

Do you ask, then, what are the criteria by which our 
moral character is determined ? The answer is, " To 
the law and to the testimony." This is the infallible 
standard of appeal by which the quality of an action may 
be determined. The Bible affirms what we must believe, 
enjoins what we must practice, and shows what is re- 
quired at our hands. If we fail to fulfil its require- 
ments, to establish our moral character will be a vain 
attempt; it must be earned by conforming to its pre- 
cepts, and imitating the example of Christ. In propor- 
tion as we resemble him in disposition will be manifest 
the existence and degree of our spiritual stata. Another 
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consideration which, should excite ns to fidelity is, 

2. The impetus which it gives to religion. The spread 
and triumph of religion in the world is a desideratum, 
an object well worthy the attention and united efforts 
of the church. But the supineness, hypocrisy, and im- 
morality of some who have belonged, professedly, to the 
christian church, have tended to retard the progress of 
truth^A refractory and disaffected member may do 
considerable harm, both in and out of the church ; one 
Achan in the camp, or one traitor at the table of the 
Lord, is calculated to injure the Saviour's cause. We 
cannot further the interests of religion as we ought, and 
as God requires, unless we are faithful to our vows and 
resolutions, and sincere and earnest in our prayers and 
performances. But when there is a becoming carriage, 
and a corresponding exemplification of the spirit and 
truth of religion, others are constrained to admire the 
influence which produces such delightful results, and 
imparts to its possessors such solid and permanent hap- 
piness. A consistent life furnishes an irresistable argu- 
ment in favour of Christianity, and promotes the glory of 
the Divine Redeemer. " Walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meek- 
ness, with longsuffering/forbearing one another in love; 
endeavouring to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond 
of peace," Eph. iv. 1 — 3. Another consideration is, 

3. The certaintylfhat every act of dissimulation and 
unfaithfulness will be detected. We possess not the at- 
tribute of omniscience ; and, therefore, it is not difficult 
to deceive each other. However great may be our pow- 
ers of discrimination, and extensive our knowledge, 
many sins may lie buried in the depths of the heart 
whioh we are unable to detect or discover, although we 
mftiTitAiTi a familiar acquaintance with one another. But 
Jehovah is omniscient ; and, therefore, acquainted with 
our thoughts, words, and actions; for nothing can escape 
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his notice. The unwelcome guest who entered the room 
at the marriage feast was detected, and the enquiry rung 
ill his ears, '* Friend, how earnest thou in hither, not 
having a wedding garment ?" But he made no reply ; 
he could not justify his conduct ; he had nothing to say 
in his defence ; " he was speechless." And observe the 
command, and mark the destiny to which he was con- 
signed ! " Then said the king to the servants, bind him 
hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into 
outer darkness ; there shall he weeping and gnashing of 
teeth," Matt. xxii. 13. Every hypocrite, and every un- 
faithful servant will be detected, exposed, and rewarded 
according to his deeds. How important that ministers 
of the gospel should be sincere and earnest in the Ber- 
mons they preach, lest any souls should be lost through 
their unfaithfulness. Fidelity to the truth they pro- 
claim may expose them to persecution and ridicule, but 
necessity is laid upon them, and woe unto them if they 
shun to declare the whole council of God. 

These are not days for ministers to slumber at their 
posts, nor the soldiers of Christ to recline on their 
swords, when so many millions of unpardoned sinners 
are on their way to the judgment seat of Christ. There 
must be decisive action and gigantic efforts to awake 
the slumbering, to arouse the lukewarm, and alarm the 
careless. Another consideration is, 

4. The reward connected with christian fidelity. If 
faithfulness in secondary matters secures the confidence 
and respect of our lellowmen, we may reasonably con- 
clude that fidelity to our Maker will render us lovely 
in His sight, and obtain His approbation. 



" For saints are lovely in bis sight, 
He views his children with delight ; 
He sees their hope, he knows their fear, 
And looks and loves his image, there." 



i 
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The chief reward of the faithful is on high. " Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life," Rev. ii. 10. Here we see the recompense is 
coupled with patient persevering fidelity ; the connec- 
tion between the one and the other is easily traced, the 
means and the end are inseparably associated. " So run 
that ye may obtain." We must " hold on our way," 
and " endure to the end," so that we may " finish our 
course with joy." Warriors are applauded and honoured 
when they are victorious in battle, but the richest 
earthly rewardi are insignificant and fleeting in their 
duration when compared with those of heaven. So are 
the people of God honoured and rewarded when they 
have triumphed over the last enemy. " Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant ; thou hast been faithful over 
a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things : 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." This is the highest 
dignity to which we can be elevated ; here is the unfad- 
ing diadem, and joys pure, full, and endless. A throne, 
acrown of life, an incorruptible inheritance, an everlasting 
kingdom, are promised to the faithful. Joshua, at the 
close of a long and eventful life, reminded all Israel of 
the faithfulness of their Deliverer and Guide. " Ye 
know in all your hearts, and in all your souls, that not 
one thing hath failed of all the good things which the 
Lord your God spake concerning you ; all are come to 
pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof," 
Josh, xxiii. 14. In conclusion, I remark, 

1. That all have an important work to perform. Sal- 
vation to secure, hell to escape — a God to glorify, and 
heaven to gain. You who are wasting your time, and 
neglecting the great salvation purchased by the death 
and mediation of Jesus Christ, remember how awful is 
your condition, and now great the danger to which you 
are exposed; and will you, and dare you trifle away 
your precious time, and bury or misapply your talents, 



LECTURE VII. 143 

and then plunge into the lake of fire, which is the doom 
of all the unfaithful ? Pause in your unhappy career, 
be persuaded to repent and believe the gospel " now, 
while it is called to-day." 

2. Servants of Christ, be faithful. " Occupy till I 
come," said the Saviour; live in expectation of his re- 
turn, that you may be found of him in peace having on 
the wedding garment. Ministers, teachers, lealers, 
masters, servants, parents, children, be faithful. Jeho- 
vah demands it, the scriptures inculcate it, the Saviour 
urges it, ministers proclaim it, the church requires it, 
the world needs it. The whirl of time, the convulsions 
of society, our responsibility and immortality urge us to 
be faithful. The rejoicings of the blest and the waitings 
of the damned, cry, be faithful. Though the world may 
frown upon you, and friends desert you ; when tempta- 
tions assail you, and want oppresses you, be faithful. 
In health, when afflicted, when the chill of death creeps 
upon you, and eternity is near, be faithful ; then may 
you exclaim, " Lord, now lettest thou thy servant de- 
part in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation/' 

" Should worlds conspire to drive me thence, 
Moveless and firm this heart should lie; 
Besolved— for that's my last defence,— 
If I must perish, there to die." 
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MEEZNESS. 



"How softly on the bruised heart, 

A word of kindness falls, 
And to the dry and parched soul 
The moistening tear-drop calls." ' 

This is another important feature in the Christian 
character, another beautiful link in the believer's golden 
chain. 

Meekness bears a striking resemblance to gentleness, 
an exposition of which has been given in a previous 
lecture. But one eminent writer remarks, " There are 
certain grand principles in religion which must be in-' 
troduced upon every subject ; and repetitions in respect 
of them are so necessary and becoming, that no learning, 
ingenuity, or eloquence, can compensate for the omis- 
sion.. Such as repentance, of sin, faith in Jesus Christ, 
whatever relates to his person, love, atonement, and 
grace; regeneration, love to God and man, and the 
future state of righteous and eternal retribution. The 
more full the heart of the writer or the speaker is 
of the good treasure, the more will he enlarge on these 
subjects, to the disgust of such as, under the influence 
of pride and worldly affections, savour not heavenly 
things." 

The precepts and commands of Jesus Christ are to be 
regarded universally, and the badge of discipleship must 
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be worn uniformly, for it is said that harmony in actions 
is much more excellent than in sounds. The Psalmist 
says, "Then shall I not be ashamed when I have 
respect unto all thy commandments." All christians 
do not attain to the same degree in meekness, but it is 
incumbent upon all to exhibit genuine marks of a meek 
and gentle spirit. This grace or fruit of the spirit must 
be cultivated, this temper of mind must be manifest in 
our words and actions, the law of kindness must dwell 
upon our tongues, for " the fruit of the spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faithful- 
ness, and meekness." 

Let us — 

I. Develop its principles as a christian virtue. 
In us by nature there dwelleth no good thing ; but 
when grace triumphs, the inner man is renewed in 
righteousness and true holiness. The object of religion 
is to destroy every evil propensity of the heart, to erase 
from the soul all impurity, and implant those principles 
and dispositions which produce a new creation, consti- 
tute the basis of evangelical hope, and occasion results 
the most cheering and influential. It expels from the 
heart all that is sour, callous, and vile ; it exiles from 
the mind all gloom, sorrow, and turbulency, and all that 
is sordid, grovelling, and contemptible, becomes exotic 
to the character of its possessors. Besides this, it in- 
spires the heart with refined and elevated thoughts, 
promotes peace, and imparts pure and unmingled happi- 
ness to the mind. 

Actions good or bad are generally based upon corres- 
ponding principles. Christian meekness is not a natural 
instinct, nor does it consist in the observance of the 
rules of etiquette, but it is a principle wrought in the 
heart by the Holy Spirit ; hence separation, humility, 
docility, forbearance, and forgiveness, are among its 
characteristic features. ' There is— • • j 

t 
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1 . The principle of separation. 

There is a broad line of distinction betwixt vice aud 
virtue, darkness and light, sin and holiness, the world 
and religion; that difference is quite obvious. 

The votaries of the world are known by the conduct 
and temper they manifest. Fraud, censoriousness, re- 
venge, moroseness, dissatisfaction, anger, and hatred, 
are common and visible traits in the character of the un- 
godly. But christians have put off the old man, are 
renewed in the spirit of their minds, and have put on 
the new man, which, after God, is created in righte- 
ousness, and are therefore his workmanship, who walk 
not according to the course of this world. 

They manifest a spirit of honesty, respect, forbearance, 
kindness, contentment, meekness, and love. 

Religion is not a notion in the head, nor a human dis- 
covery, but a principle in the heart, and is a revelation 
from God ; it must not only be patronised and com- 
mended, but enjoyed in the heart, and exhibited in the 
life. Before Christianity can be embraced, the world, 
the flesh, and the devil must be renounced, for the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God. 

" Be not conformed to this world : but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable and perfect, will 
of God/' Rom. xii. 2. Paul's advice to the Corinthians 
on this subject is worthy of being reiterated : " Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers : for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness ? and what communion hath light with darkness ? 
and what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth with an infidel ? and what 
agreement hath the temple of God with idols ? for ye 
are the temple of the living God ; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them, and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore 
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come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing ; and I will 
receive you," 2 Cor. vi. 14, 17. 

By separation from the world I do not mean a 
removal out of it, for it would be a calamity to the 
world to remove the children of God out of it; But 
christians are to forsake the customs, allurements, vani- 
ties, sins, and spirit of the world. " But thou, man 
of God, flee these things ; and follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness," 1 Tim. vi. 
11. The Saviour's intercessary prayer for His disciples 
was — " I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of 
the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the 
evil," John xvii. 15. This christian grace includes, 

2. The principle of humility. Meekness and humility 
are essential and inseparable parts of religion ; every 
constituent part and every species of virtue included iii 
religion must be cultivated. Humility was a dis- 
tinguishing feature in the character of Abraham, Jacob, 
Josiah, Hezekiah, Manasseh, David, the Centurion, and 
apostle Paul. "' 

But the most brilliant and extraordinary example of 
humility on record is that furnished in the life of Christ. 
How astonishing was the humility which distinguished 
his advent into the world ! " Who being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God : 
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men : And being found in fashion as a man, he hum- 
bled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross," Phil. ii. 6, 8. Can we conceive of 
humiliation more profound and wonderful? Can we 
have a more impressive manifestation, — a more compre- 
hensive and instructive lesson than those displayed by 
the Saviour in his errand of mercy to save our fallen 
world ? 
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We may also discover the same spirit and temper in 
His intercourse with men. He appeared as a servant 
rather than a master ; "He came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister." How wisely and affectionately 
he reproved his disciples. " And there was also a strife 
among them, which of them should be accounted 
the greatest. And he said unto them, the kings of the 
Gentiles exercise lordship over them ; and they that ex- 
ercise authority upon them are called benefactors. But 
ye^shall not be so : but he that is greatest among you, 
let him be as the younger, and he that is chief as he 
that doth serve. For whether is greater, he that sitteth 
at meat, or he that serveth ? Is not he that sitteth at 
meat ? But I am among you as he that serveth," Luke 
xxii. 24, 27. 

Again we read, "He riseth from supper, and laid 
aside his garments ; and took a towel and girded him- 
self. After that he poureth water into a bason, and 
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with 
the towel wherewith he was girded.' ' When he had 
done this, Jesus saith unto them, "Ye call me. master 
and Lord : and ye say well ; for so I am. If I then, 
your Lord and master, have washed your feet, ye also 
ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given 
you an example, that ye should do as I have done to 
you." 

There are many considerations which should inspire 
us with humility. When we contemplate the dignity of 
the Saviour's person, his infinite condescension, the 
purity of his character, his unspeakable love, his readi- 
ness to pardon the penitent sinner, the meek and gentle 
spirit he manifested; then reflect on our conduct to- 
wards him and towards each other, we see just cause 
for humiliation before the Lord. " God resisteth the 
proud but giveth grace to the humble." " Better is it 
to be of an humble spirit with the lowly than to divide 
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the spoil with, the proud." We must be humble in 
order to be elevated, for " he that humble th himself 
shall be exalted/' Luke xiv. 11. It is said, when Sir 
Eardley Wilmot kissed the hand of his majesty, on be- 
ing appointed Chief Justice, one of his sons, a youth of 
seventeen, attended him to his bed-side. " Now," said 
he, " my son, I will tell you a secret worth your know- 
ing and remembering. The elevation I have met with 
in life, particularly this last instance of it, has not been 
owing to any superior merits or abilities, but to my 
humility ; to my not having set up myself above others, 
and to a uniform endeavour to pass through life void of 
offence towards God and man." Paul, in his Epistle to 
the Romans, says, "Mind not high things; but con- 
descend to men of low estate." He also exhorts the 
Philippians to cherish the same disposition: "Let 
nothing be done through strife or vain glory ; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 
themselves." There is also — 

3. The principle of docility. " Learn of me," saith. 
the Saviour, " for I am meek and lowly in heart : and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls." And the apostle 
James observes, " If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not ; and it shall be given him. But let him 
ask in faith, nothing wavering." 

Docility signifies a disposition to be taught, a willing- 
ness to be instructed, a desire to know the will of God, 
and a readiness to keep his commandments. At the 
present day men rise to eminence and distinction in 
human learning, science, and intellectual attainments ; 
but before such plausible distinctions are gained there 
must be a disposition to learn — application and persever- 
ance in studies. And equally essential are those pre- 
requisites for the realization of spiritual knowledge, the 
necessity, importance, and excellency of which every 
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right-minded man must admit. "Behold, the fear of 
the Lord, that is wisdom ; and to depart from evil is 
understanding," Job xxviii. 28. As .learners in the 
school of Christ, we must be docile as children ; for the 
Great Teacher condescends to instruct us, bears with 
our imbecility and dulness, and encourages our feeblest 
efforts. 

!No one can properly understand the Scriptures with- 
out a divine influence. "The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the spirit of God ; for they are foolish- 
ness unto him : neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned," 1 Cor. ii. 14. But, "If any 
man will do his will, he shall know of the docstrme, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself,"' 
John vii. 17. 

Man is not only capable of knowing the doctrine, but 
feeling the evidence of its truth in his heart: There 
must be a humble reliance on the Holy Spirit, " that we 
may know the things which are freely given to us of God. 
Which things also we speak, not in the words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but' which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual,"* 
1 Cor. ii. 12, 13. 

Correct views, spiritual discernment, and sleep pene- 
tration into the things of God, are not to be expected 
without divine assistance, nor until the heart is renewed 
by the power of the Spirit, washed in the blood of the 
Lamb, and endowed with pure and heavenly disposi- 
tions. 

Hence the wisdom and propriety of attending to the 
advice of Solomon : " Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding," 
Prov. iii. 5. " The steps of a good man are ordered by 
the Lord ; and he delighteth in his way," Ps. xxxvii. 23. 
He must sit like Mary at the feet of Jesus, and say, 
"Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth." Furthermore, 
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I may remark that evangelical meekness tends to pro- 
mote the spirit and 

4. The principle of forgiveness. The Saviour hath 
taught us how to deal with our brethren when they 
offend us, and how oft we are to forgive them. " Peter 
eame to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him ? till seven times ? 
Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, until seven 
times : but, until seventy times seven." 

It is said that angry disputations, envious competition, 
resentment of injuries, a revengeful and furious conten- 
tion for mastery rather than truth, were regarded as 
virtues and marks of a noble mind among the learned in 
the heathen world. We cannot pronounce such conduct 
as either virtuous or noble, but sinful and debasing. 
Such practices Christianity prohibits and condemns ; 
they are incompatible with the spirit and precepts of the 
Gospel. 

The spirit of the world is, " an eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth ;" but the New Testament says, " Love 
your enemies" — "Speak evil of no man, to be no 
brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all 
men." A profession of religion may provoke the frown 
and contempt of the world, for " all that will live godly 
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution," 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
But the christian exercises forbearance, meekness, and 
forbearance towards his enemies. He does not allow 
little abuses to ruffle his mind, nor slight injuries ta 
disturb his repose, but in meekness he possesses his 
soul. 

"Whilst the contentious, irritable, and dissatisfied, are 
whirled about in storms of their own creating, the be- 
liever enjoys peace which passeth all understanding. 

One christian writer remarks, " Those storms which 
pass over the bending reed overthrow the stubborn and 
unyielding trees of the forest ; so those injuries, calum.- 
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nies, and provocations which keep the unsubdued tem- 
per of the violent and the proud in a perpetual convul- 
sion, make little impression on the meek, patient, and 
forgiving christian, and leave his spirit unruffled, his 
comfort undisturbed." 

Forgiveness is a very important item in the christian 
catalogue ; but, we fear, many professing godliness do 
not sufficiently appreciate it. Some are slow to learn 
the lesson of forgiveness. It is true they unhesitatingly 
repeat the Lord's Prayer — " forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us," — a false 
acknowledgment this, whilst enmity lurks in the heart 
against a fellow creature. It is absolute hypocrisy. Is 
it reasonable to expect forgiveness from our heavenly 
Father, if we forgive not one another ? Some attempt 
to gild their conduct by saying, " "Well, I can forgive so 
and so, but I cannot forget them, and I have no wish to 
come where they are." Is that Christianity? "Was 
that the spirit of Christ ? Is not such forgiveness a 
very dubitable affair? Meekness influences the tem- 
per, affections, and desires ; it teaches us to forgive our 
offenders, and pray for them who despitefully use us. 
Hence states the apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Ephesians, " Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath 
forgiven you," chap. iv. 32. Observe — 

II. The abgttments by which the importance o* 

ITS PRINCIPLES ARE INDICATED. 

1. The fact that it is included in the list of social 
virtues. It is a characteristic of the saints. " "Who is a 
wise man and endued with knowledge among you ? let 
him shew out of a good conversation his works with 
meekness of wisdom," James iii. 13. It should be 
manifest in all we say. " But sanctify the Lord God in 
your hearts ; and be ready always to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that ia 
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in you with meekness and fear," 1 Pet. iii. 15. It is 
also commended in the scriptures. " Seek ye the Lord, 
all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judg- 
ment : seek righteousness, seek meekness/ ' Zeph. ii. 3. 
" Walk worthy of the vocation whereby ye are called, 
with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, for- 
bearingone another in love," Eph. iv. 1, 2. We are urged w 
to put on " bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering," Col. iii. 12. 

It is necessary in order to avoid quarrels and conte** ■*, & 
tions. " Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou know 
not what to do in the end thereof, when thy neighbour 
hath put thee to shame. Debate thy cause with thy 
neighbour himself; and discover not a secret to ano- 
ther," Prov. xxv. 8, 9. 

It should be exercised towards all men, whether they 
are our superiors, equals, or inferiors. "Brethren, if 
any man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness," Gal. vi. 1. 

From these quotations of Holy Writ, it is evident 
that meekness is an important christian grace, and is 
therefore included in the list of social virtues, and must 
be transcribed into our practice. " As ill-shapen per- 
sons give no just idea of the beautiful symmetry of the 
human frame, so there are some professors of the gospel 
who have their minds so twisted by prejudice, and 
their wills made so crooked by obstinacy, that they ex- 
hibit a mere distortion of Christianity." But real chris- 
tians are " living epistles, known and read of all men." 
They faithfully discharge their duties ; are conscious that 
all the precepts of the moral law are binding upon them* 
They cultivate personal piety; rise to an elevation of 
habitual devotedness to God ; and demonstrate, by a 
holy life, the excellency of religion. 

" Oh, let our lips and lives express 
The holy gospel we profess ; 

T 
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And let onr works and virtues shine, 
To prove the doctrine all divine." 

The importance of christian meekness is indicated,. 

2. From the models we have to imitate. The . world 
has passed high encomiums upon philosophers, politi- 

l£t dans, warriors, linguists, orators, poets, painters*, and 
sculptors. Such, however, may be the distinctions, of 
men, and yet they may be destitute of true religion; 

i&^mid, therefore, they are not the characters we should so 
much admire and follow as those whose piety is men- 
tioned in the Bible, and also recorded in the annals of a 
more modern biography. There may be worldly and in- 
tellectual distinctions ;i but tins is mere tinsel, if unas- 
sociated with moral principle. 

- When we search the records of Divine truth, we find 
much to admire, and much that is deeply interesting, in 
reference to the. exemplary lives of many devoted, sex^ 
yants of God. Enoch was distinguished for his piety,-*- 
Abrahamfor his faith* — Moses for his meekness,-mJacob 
for determination,^— Joseph for purity, — Caleb for, deci- 
sion^— rSamuel for integrity, — Job for patience, -rrSavid 
for sincerity,— Jeremiah for patriotism, — Daniel for 
devotion,i-*-rShadranh, Meshach, and Abed-nego for jinn- 
Bess,— Peter for zeal, — Paul for usefulness arid intie- 
pidity,-*r-«nd John for tenderness and affection. An 
earnest imitation of departed saints is enforced bynthe 
apostle Paul in his Epistle to the Hebrews : "Be not 
slothful, but folbwersiof them who through faith and 
patience inherit the- promises." Many have finished 
their earthly course, .passed through the final struggle, 
And entered into a glorious immortality. These, we are 
to follow : ,not that they were free from personal imper- 
fections; but we must imitate their virtues, and. follow 
them as they followed Christ. Their faith in God, their 
stedfostness, their zeal, patience, and meekness, must be 
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imitated. Their imperfections are as 'beacons,* which 
determine points of danger, and should guard, us off the 
rocks and sandbanks; whilst their excellent traits are 
designed to excite emulation. " > • < > < ? v" . 

But in speaking more particularly of meekness asia 
fruit of the Spirit, we observe, it was a striking ^feature 
in the character of Moses. It is said of him that he was 
" very meek, above all the men which were upon the 
face of the earth," Num. xii. 3. > 

Meekness is a celestial ornament, fo be seen and 
on earth ; " for the Lord taketh pleasure in his people: 
he will beautify the meek with salvation,' 1 Ps. oxlix; 4. 
The counsel of the apostle Peter is worthy of notice: 
" Whose adorning, let it not be- that outward adorning 
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing gold, or of putting on 
of apparel : but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in 
a meek and quiet spirit, which is in < the sight of God of 
great price." But in no character was '"the ornament 
of a meek and quiet spirit" so effectually exhibited as in 
the conduct of Christ, His character is a perfect model 
for us to copy; we must "follow his steps." How 
calmly he rebuked his disciples, when they were* pro*- 
voked at the conduct of the Samaritans, and desired h*m 
to cause fire to descend from heaven, and' consume then*. 
He answered, " Ye know not what manner of spirit ye 
are" of ; for the Son of Man is net corned to destroy men's 
lives, but to save them," Luke ix. 55, 56. Although 
the Saviour firmly insisted on his rights when charged 
With sedition, and accused the high priest with illegal 
proceedings against him, yet, when one 6f the officers of 
the court struck him with the open hand^ he mildly 
said, " If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil : 
but if well, why smitest thou me ?" John xviii. 23. He 
manifested the same spirit when the blood thirsty' jNffl, 
rung in his ears, "Away with him, away with ^ 
crucify him !" And when he hung upon the cross, he 
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prayed for his murderers, " Father, forgive them !" 

With this standard of moral excellence before our eyes 
— with such a perfect example to copy, let us endea- 
vour, in humble dependence upon the Spirit of God — 
in earnest pleadings at the throne of grace — and in the 
exercise of that faith which purifies the heart, " in all 
things to shew ourselves a pattern of good works," Titus 
ii. 7. Its importance is further indicated, 

3. From the blessings with which it is accompanied. 
What happiness in the family circle where meekness 
and piety are blended. " Beligion," says one writer, 
" is there seen ; perhaps in its beauty, rather than its 
majesty ; if not in its grandest outlines, in its nicest pen- 
cillings and softest delineations ; if not the throne, the 
still royal footstool. For though it well knows how to 
contend, it better loves repose. Like the petrel, it can 
breast the storm, but more truly resembles the halcyon, 
brooding in her calm. Here it is real. They who are 
around us with a quick-sighted perception feel it genu- 
ine. They behold it infusing itself into all the little 
acts of life, and filling up the scene. It is the domestic 
atmosphere which supports each breath, speeds each 
pulse, transmits each sound, — the soft transparence of 
every smile and tear, — the life of all !" 

Many and cheering are the promises to the meek; 
and great is the happiness they derive from them. Their 
blessedness consists in satisfaction. " The meek shall 
eat, and be satisfied : they shall praise the Lord that 
seek him/ 1 Ps. xxii. 26. Divine guidance is promised 
to them. " The meek will he guide in judgment, and 
the meek will he teach his way," Ps. xxv. 9. While 
passing through this desert land and waste-howling wil- 
derness, we are surrounded by dangers, and beset with 
snares : therefore we need an efficient guide, or we may 
err in our course, and become bewildered in our pursuits. 
But the Lord will guide the judgment ; and if we ac- 
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knowledge him, lie will direct our paths. Peace and 
joy are also promised to them. They " shall increase 
their joy in the Lord, and " delight themselves in the 
abundance of peace." '* The Lord lifteth up the meek : 
he casteth the wicked down to the ground." Their 
blessedness consists also in their present possessions. 
The Saviour, in his Sermon on the Mount, said, "Blessed 
are the meek ; for they shall inherit the earth." Not 
that they are to be affluent, and owners of large estates ; 
but they shall enjoy the blessings of this life. Many 
possess wealth in abundance, but do not enjoy it; being 
of a discontented and insatiable turn of mind, they are 
far from being happy. 

" True happiness is not the growth of earth, 
The search is useless if you seek it there ; 
'Tis an exotic of celestial birth, 
And only blossoms in celestial air." 

The meek possess happiness to which irreligious per- 
sons are total strangers; they inherit the kingdom of 
grace on earth, and will eventually possess the kingdom 
of glory in heaven. " Thine eyes shall see the king in 
his beauty ; they shall behold the land that is very far 
off," Isa. xxxiii. 17. The righteous shall take posses- 
sion of the kingdom of heaven, and inherit it for ever. 

Having viewed meekness as a christian virtue, anfl. 
the arguments by which its importance is indicated, we 
must now consider, 

III. The exemplification of its principles as a 

DTTTT. 

"We must, 

1. Ascertain whether we possess this virtue. The mari- 
ner ascertains his course on the deep by observing the 
compass, and, where dangers are concealed, by consult- 
ing the chart. The astronomer fixes the period of an 
eclipse of the sun or the moon by the aid of figures. 
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Science enables the geologist to determine the situation 
of the minerals which lie embedded under the crust of 
the earth. The chemist ascertains the various particles 
composing a great fluid mass by separating them! from 
each other; he can resolve compound substances into 
their original elements. A knowledge of geography 
enables us to describe the position and general features 
of the earth. And the christian learns from the Bible 
what are his duties, privileges, and responsibilities-; as 
well as being furnished with innumerable proofs of the 
wisdom, love, and goodness of God. 

In order to ascertain whether we possess meekness of 
spirit, self-examination is necessary. " Examine your- 
selves/ ' is a duty devolving upon every one. "We may 
respect christian principles, and acknowledge their im- 
portance, but this will avail nothing unless those prin- 
ciples are reduced to practice. "Examine' yourselves," 
not merely in a physical and intellectual, but also in a 
moral, point of view. The region of the heart must be 
penetrated and surveyed ; the depth of feeling must be 
sounded, the actions must be investigated, and your true 
position determined. Examine- your faith, conversion, 
temper, love, zeal, spiritual progress, title, and motives. 
Do not miscaculate your real condition ; form nolra false 
estimate of your true character ; be faithful with your- 
selves; know the foundation on which you stand. 
" Prove yourselves." Prove that -you are the children 
of God by obedience to your Heavenly Parent ; prove 
your conduct by the word of God, — see if it be such as 
becometh the gospel. If you do not furnish the evidence 
requisite to justify your claim to religion, you are not 
answering the purpose for which you were created, nor 
the will of the Saviour revealed in his deep humiliation 
and death on the tree. The mind of man is in constant 
activity, plying its originative and descriptive powers ; 
and all its efforts and exercises will have a decisive bear- 
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ing upon the eternal destiny of the soul. Your present 
and future happiness consists in the recognition and ob- 
servance of those duties enjoined upon you ; but if they 
are neglected, nothing can prevent you from sinking 
into everlasting perdition. In order to exemplify this 
christian virtue there must be, 

2 The exercise of moral courage and self-possession. 
The life of a christian is a perpetual warfare. " For we 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against princi- 
palities, against powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world,, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places," Eph. vi. 12. On this verse "Wesley remarks — 
" This single passage seems to contain the whole scriptu- 
ral doctrine concerning evil angels. I apprehend the 
plain meaning of it, literally translated, is this : ' Our 
wrestling* — the wrestling of real christians, is not only, 
or chiefly, ' against flesh and blood' — weak men, or 
fleshly appetites and passions ; ' but against principali- 
ties,, against powers' — Jfche mighty princes of all the in- 
fernal regions, with their combined forces — and great is 
their powers as is also the power of the legions they 
command ; ' against the rulers of the world :' (this is 
the literal meaning of the word.) 

Perhaps these principalities and powers remain chiefly 
in the citadel of their kingdom. But there are other 
evil spirits that range abroad, to whom the provinces of 
the world are committed : — " of the darkness"— chiefly 
the spiritual darkness ; " of this age" — which prevails 
during the present state of things; " against wicked 
spirits" — eminently such, who mortally hate, and conti- 
nually oppose holiness, and labour to infuse unbelief, 
pride, evil desire, malice, anger, hatred, envy, or re- 
venge ; — " in heavenly places," — which were once their 
abode, and which they still aspire after. 1 " 

The world, the flesh, and satan are the enemies with 
which the christian has to contend; they aim at the 
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destruction of the fruit of the Spirit. It is, therefore, 
necessary that he should always assume the attitude of 
defiance, and firmly resist every satanic invasion. "He 
that overcometh shall inherit all things." Before the 
hero gathers his laurels, he must engage in the conflict, 
and obtain the victory. So must the soldier of the cross 
wage war, and overcome his antagonists, before the 
unfading diadem shall encircle his brow, and the shouts 
of triumph are heard. Let the prospect and certainty 
of victory stimulate you in the spiritual warfare. Your 
object is not military glory, or worldly honours ; but an 
encounter with the infernal chieftain who would fain 
prevent your entrance into the kingdom of heaven. To 
be successful in this enterprise you must be clothed with 
the Divine panoply. "Wherefore take unto you the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand, 
therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate of righteousness ; and your 
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace ; 
above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God," Eph. vi. 13 — 17. 
Besides the exercise of moral courage and self-possession, 
there must be, 

3. A total and constant dependence on Christ for help. 
The Saviour hath said, "Without me ye can do no- 
thing," John xv. 5. There may be courage and self- 
possession, but there must also be a full reliance on TK"> 
who is mighty to save, that we may overcome our ene- 
mies, and surmount the difficulties that surround us. 
Our safety depends on our union to Christ, and our de- 
pendence on him for help in times of need. "He giveth 
power to the faint ; and to them that have no might he 
increaseth strength," Isa. xl. 29. 
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There are times when we are severely tried, — when 
our ideas are confused, and our hopes seem to languish ; 
but by imploring help at the Saviour's hands, beseiging 
the throne of grace, we renew our strength, and are 
enabled to say, " Having obtained help of God, I con- 
tinue to this day." One writer observes : — "Here we 
hold our existence by the help of time ; we snatch our 
very pleasures, like gleams of sunshine, or sudden catches 
of light between clouds upon a gloomy landscape." We 
all know by experience that the sea is not always calm, 
— the road is not always smooth, — the day is not always 
clear ; but He who sits above the waterfloods, and holds 
the reins of universal government, will direct and assist 
all who put their trust in Him. Again, in order to ex- 
emplify in our/ lives and conduct the principles and 
spirit of christian meekness, there must be, 

4. A constant watchfulness. Places that contain im- 
mense wealth and treasures are generally well protected 
and fortified, to prevent invasion and plunder. The 
Tower of London, in which may be seen the royal dia- 
mond-set crown, the costly jewellery, and relics of former 
days, is guarded night and day. So must the christian 
watch over his own heart; for in it is deposited the 
pearl of great price, — the one thing needful. The enemy 
makes repeated attempts to extract the sacred treasure. 
Conscious of its value, he lays close seige to the citadel 
of the heart ; which, if left unguarded, he immediately 
enters and takes possession. "Keep thy heart with 
all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life.' 9 
Keep it in a state of humility, subjection, and meek- 
ness. Suppress the first emotions of resentment and 
impatience. Exercise self-government over all your 
thoughts, desires, and actions. Let meekness charac- 
terise your conversation and temper. Strive to ex- 
cel in the christian graces, — in the fruit of the 
Spirit. live in a spirit of prayer: "pray without 
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ceasing." Cleave to the cross of the once crucified, but 
now exalted Redeemer. Let the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit be manifest in your daily deportment. 
""Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation." 
"Furthermore, then, we beseech you, brethren, and ex- 
hort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of 
us, how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would 
abound more and more. For ye know what command- 
ments we gave you by the Lord Jesus." "And the 
very God of peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blame- 
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ," 1 Thes. 
y. 23. 

" How blest are they who still abide, 
Close shelter' d in thy bleeding side ! 
Who life and strength from thence derive, 
And by thee move, and in thee live." 



LEOTXTBE I 



" To temperance all our liveliest powers we owe, 
She bids the judgment wake, the fancy flow ; 
For her the artist shuns the fuming feast, 
The midnight roar, the bacchanalian guest." 

This is the last link in the believer's golden chain, — 
the final grace or christian virtue enumerated in the 
apostolic catalogue. But though last in order, it is 
not the lea>t in importance. If this link be wanting, 
the chain is not complete ; or, in other words, without 
temperance, we cannot paint an exact likeness of a 
christian, — the figure would lack proportion and perfec- 
tion. Inattention to the culture of this moral virtue 
would jeopardise, if not totally destroy, all the rest men- 
tioned by the apostle. 

Temperance signifies self-government over the appe- 
tite and passions of our nature ; a perfect control of our- 
selves; the moderation of our desires, pursuits, and 
aversions. It is the equilibrium of the mind, the equal 
balance of the temper, and the regulator of the heart. 
It is the boundary line over which we cannot step with- 
out violating the rules of discretion, blotching our cha- 
racter, disfiguring our moral features, and sustaining 
great spiritual loss. It is an essential element in a good 
character ; and is necessary to prevent extremes either of 
excess or deficiency. Excessive indulgence in sensual 
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pleasures, in indolence, carnal gratifications, in eating 
and drinking, is not only injurious to our physical and 
moral nature, but is also prohibited. " Be not among 
winebibbers ; among riotous eaters of flesh : for the 
drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty ; and 
drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags," Prov. xxiii. 
20, 21. 

Intemperance is at variance with the spirit of reli- 
gion. The former operates against our temporal and 
spiritual interests, but the latter promotes both. Religion 
is designed to deliver us from the dominion of sensual' 
lusts, to purify our nature, to make us " vessels unto 
honour, sanctified and meet for the Master's use, and 
prepared for every good work." Eeminiscences of past 
experience, broken reports, fragments of Christianity, or 
scraps of religion, are not sufficient to constitute us eli- 
gible for a blissful immortality. There must be a trans- 
formation of character, a heart renewed by Divine grace, 
the evidence of our acceptance, a uniform obedience to 
God, and a well-grounded hope of everlasting life. We 
must be " complete in him who is the head of all prin- 
cipality and power." Christians will do well to regard 
the Saviour's caution to his disciples. " Take heed to 
yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged 
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life," 
Luke xxi. 34. Temperance being a fruit of the Spirit, 
is worthy of our prayerful attention. Let us, 

I. YlEW ITS GENBKAl MEAIOTG. 

The term is very comprehensive in its import. In 
many things, and in various ways, men may be intem- 
perate. It denotes moderation in the use of the blessings 
of Providence, — in temper and conversation, — in dress, 
desires, and imaginations. It denotes moderation, 

1 . In the use of the blessings of Providence. " Happy 
is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which 
he alloweth," Bom. xiv. 22. It is a lamentable fact 



LECTTTBE IX. 165 

that numbers abuse those things "which God hath 
created to be received with thanksgiving of them which 
believe and know the truth," 1 Tim. iv. 3 ; and, conse- 
quently evince a glaring disregard of the sacred precept, 
" Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God," 1 Cor. x. 31. The conduct 
of such characters grieved the apostle Paul ; to them he 
refers when he says, "For many walk, of whom I 
have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ : whose 
end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose 
glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things," 
Phil. iii. 18, 19. 

In the history of the Jews, there are instances which 
clearly prove their proneness to habits of dissipation and 
excessive indulgences. Their feasts, whatever might 
have been their primary object, had a demoralizing ten- 
dency ; for they were made the occasions of licentious- 
ness and improper conduct. " The harp, the viol, the 
tabret and pipe, and wine," were introduced at those 
times; an inordinate indulgence of which produced a 
disregard to the work of the Lord, and inattention to the 
operation of his hands. And the language of many at 
the present day, whilst rioting and revelling in the vices, 
luxuries, and amusements of the world, is identical with 
those who said, " Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we die." 

But temperance is opposed to gluttony and drunken- 
ness, and implies a proper control over the appetite. 
Christians must let their " moderation be known unto 
all men." They are to be examples to the world, by 
keeping within reasonable bounds in all things. Whilst 
the Author of our being hath bestowed his temporal 
mercies upon us, and delights in our happiness, he in- 
sists upon a proper appropriation and temperate use of 
those favours. Temperance includes, 



166 LECTXTEE IX. 

2. The government of the temper and conversation. 
" If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect 
man, and able also to bridle the whole body/' Jam. iii. 
2. It is reported that Peter the Great, czar of Kussia, 
once struck his gardener, who, being a man of great 
sensibility, took to his bed, and died in a few days. 
Peter hearing of this, exclaimed, " Alas ! I have civil- 
ised my subjects, I have conquered nations ; but I have 
not been able to conquer myself." There are some who 
appear to have no command over their temper. As a 
match struck on a rugged substance instantly ignites, so 
when they come in collision with something they do not 
approve, they are soon eveloped in a flame of padsion. 
Trivial occurrences, slight provocations, or a little oppo- 
sition, throw them into tumult and fits of irritation. 
Such uncontrolled emotions and unrestrained violence of 
temper are serious scars on the character, and indicate 
the existence of an ill-regulated heart. 

The mind, the disposition, and the tongue must be 
disciplined. Lessons of self-possession must be learned 
and practised ; reason must be consulted ; it should not 
he held in mournful captivity by inordinate passions and 
appetites, but have the preeminence, and every emotion 
and action be in habitual subordination to its exercise. 

Besides, it includes the dominion over the tongue. 
There may be improper language where there is no vio- 
lent passion. Man is endowed with the power of speech, 
and by the noble faculty of the tongue he possesses a 
wonderful capability for good or evil. " Therewith 
bless we God, or therewith curse we men." The go- 
vernment of the tongue is as necessary as the control of 
the appetite. The apostle James represents (he un- 
bridled tongue as "a world of iniquity, defiling the 
whole body, setting on fire the course of nature, and 
itself set on fire of hell." Unless it be kept under pro- 
per restraint, it is liable to start aside from sober to 
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ridiculous conversation. Some people say much, but to 
no sensible purpose. Their fickleness and levity, their 
sallies of imagined wit, their burlesques on character, 
their exaggerated statements, their foolish expressions, 
their jestings at sacred things, and their idle words may 
excite the vulgar laugh from those as devoid of good 
sense as themselves ; but their language betrays their 
folly, shows their weakness, violates the law of order, 
and is therefore highly reprehensible, and offensive to 
men of sense and intelligence. But a proper government 
of the tongue checks the inclination to such unguarded 
levity, extravagances, and inconsiderate remarks; it 
moderates conversation, promotes "sound speech that 
cannot be condemned," and secures the approbation of 
wise and good men. Our conversation should be sea- 
soned, as well as temperate. There is " a time to be 
silent, and a time to speak." Words fitly spoken are 
valuable, and often effective. David said, " I will take 
heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue," Psl. 
xxxix. 1 . " Let your speech be always with grace, sea- 
soned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to 
answer every man," Col. iv. 6. Temperance denotes, 

3. Prudence in apparel. The scriptures furnish us 
with no rule as to what shall be the precise form of the 
coat, the colour of the gown, or the shape of the head- 
dress. Various forms and modes of dress have been 
adopted both in heathen and civilised nations ; the peo- 
ple have been influenced by the prevailing customs of 
the times in which they have lived. But although the 
scriptures lay down no particular rules as to the cut, 
colour, or exact quality of the dress, they commend and 
enjoin the adoption of certain great principles and duties 
which claim the serious attention of all professing chris- 
tians. What is required of them ? 

(1.) Honesty. Sometimes elegant silks and satins, 
costly artificials, magnificent ribands, fashionable lace, 
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gold rings, and gay embroidery, are worn at other peo- 
ple's expense. Some people ran march about with an 
air of importance in rustling dresses which are unpaid 
for, having imposed upon some unwary tradesman. 
Others suffer through their extravagance and dishonesty. 
Here is a violation of the precepts of Christianity, — a 
superfluous exhibition of what righteously belongs to 
others. Such a course is condemned and prohibited in 
the scriptures. We are to "provide things honest in the 
sight of men." There must be, 

(2.) Circumspection. Uniformity in dress is not to 
be expected. Customs, circumstances, and views will 
influence the putting on of apparel. Some in inferior 
stations of life would fain be equal to those who are, in 
affluent circumstances. Some are determined to be fine, 
and, therefore, to adorn the body, they will sacrifice a 
portion of necessary food, as well as impair their health. 
Such conduct betrays a vacant mind, and a sad lack of 
prudence and circumspection. With respect to dress, 
there must be, 

(3.) Modesty. That there are many arrayed in im- 
modest attire, both in the higher and lower orders of 
society, needs no confirmation. Let us hear what the 
apostle Paul says on this subject : "In like manner also, 
that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 
shamefacedness and sobriety ; not with broidered hair, 
or gold, or pearls, or costly array ; but (which becometh 
women professing godliness) with good works," 1 Tim. 
ii. 9, 10. Similar were the views entertained by the 
apostle Peter : " Whose adorning, let it not be that out- 
ward adorningof plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, 
or of putting on of apparel; but let it be the hidden 
man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even 
the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price." A lady asked the Rev. 
John Ifewton what was the best rule for female dress 
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and behaviour. "Madam," said he, "so dress, and so 
conduct yourself, that persons who have been in your 
company shall not recollect what you had on." This 
will generally be the case where singularity of dress is 
avoided, and where intelligence of mind and gentleness 
of manners are cultivated.* There must be, 

(4.) Economy. In some there is a propensity to extra- 
vagance ; much is expended in needless finery by the 
more wealthy members of the church of Christ. Some 
well meaning people think if they can afford costly rai- 
ment there is no harm in wearing it; forgetting, we 
fear, the responsibility of their stewardship, and the im- 
portance of a proper appropriation of the money entrusted 
to their care; and overlook those around them who are 
destitute of the common necessaries of life, as well as 
the many calls and demands for christian liberality. 

(5). Nonconformity to the world must be observed. 
The Divine injunction is, "Be not conformed to this 
world." The world is not to lead the chuich, but the 
church is to be an example to the world: Shall I not be 
thought singular if I conform not to the fashion, and 
dress as other people do ? ask some. That question may 
be answered by asking another : May you not as well be 
thought singular as insane ? Examine your motives. 
Do you put on gold and costly apparel that you may be 
admired, or thought superior to others ? Or is it that you 
may be thought handsome ? You may decorate a corpse 
with flowers, but that will not alter its features ; it is a 
corpse still. You may clothe your bodies with gaudy 
attire, and surround your faces with rows of artificial 
flowers; but these cannot transform the countenance. 
Let not th<se who are clothed in superb raiment think 
more highly of themselves than they ought to think; 
and neither waste money nor time in purchasing arid 

Arvine's Anecdotes, p. 265. 
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adjusting their external trappings. Neither should 
those of the lower ranks of society be intemperate in 
their remarks abont those whose garb and views may 
not be uniform with their own. " To affect singularity 
in any way," says Dr. Raffles, " is incompatible with 
tame humility ; and upon this principle,, the plain bon- 
net of the Methodist, and the straight cut coat of the 
Quaker, are equally liable to objection with the finery 
of the Congregationalist, or the splendour of the Epis- 
copalian. The query is, whether there is not as much 
pride, as much affectation, as much self-complacency in 
the one as in the other. "Who will say that there is less 
of self-consequence in the coarse habiliments and bare 
feet of the ancient monk, than in the comely garment 
and canonical robes of the modern rector ? The desire 
to court observation — the ambition to be singular — the 
hope of being admired, is the essense of pride ; and in 
this vice, both the extremes of finery and of plainness 
will be found to meet." " Let the Bible," says the late 
Rev. "W. Jay, " be the mirror at which you dress ; and 
while others are busily engaged in catching a fashion, 
or adjusting a curl, let the object of your cultivation be 
the understanding, the memory, the will, the affections, 
the conscience. Let no part of this internal creation be 
unadorned ; let it sparkle with the diamonds of wisdom, 
of prudence, of humility, of gentleness. These orna- 
ments alone will confer dignity, and prepare for useful- 
ness." Let us therefore be careful to have our hearts 
right with God, and make his word the rule of our faith 
and practice* Temperance furthermore denotes, 

4. The government of the desires and imagination*. 
The mind cannot be dormant ; it is constantly exercised 
either with lawful or unlawful desires and imaginations. 
Objects, opportunities, and actions furnish ample mate- 
rial for thought and observation. But when the thoughts, 
Hemes, and inclinations of the heart are tending in a for- 
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bidden direction, they must be arrested, controlled, and 
brought into subjection. Hence the necessity of self- 
command. To desire what the scriptures forbid is sin. 

The imagination will often be predominant, and far 
exceed the bounds of reason, unless it is disciplined and 
kept in subordination. It delights to luxuriate in the 
regions of fiction. Wild speculations, inordinate desires, 
and ungoverned imaginations have, in numberless in- 
stances, been detrimental to^the highest interests of man. 
" Under its influence," says Edmondson, " the ignorant 
may consider themselves as being very wise ; the poor* 
may flatter themselves with prospects of future wealth; 
and the most disgraceful wretches on earth may puff 
themselves up with ideas of distant honour and glory. 
Wild imagination carries us forward, with rapid wings, 
to the summit of human perfection ; but sober reflection 
rectifies these romantic flights, and discovers both what 
we now are, and what we are likely to be in future. I 
may fancy myself a lord, a duke, or a king ; I may rank 
myself among renowned conquerors ; or place myself at 
the head of the learned world ; but when reason resumes 
her seat, I find myself exactly what I was before these 
airy notions took possession of my mind. Some have 
indulged these wild views so frequently, and to such a 
degree, as to be incapable of sober reflection; others, 
under their baleful influence, have sunk into a state of 
dejection and melancholy ; and others have fallen into a 
state of downright madness." 

It is obvious, therefore, that to govern the desires and 
imaginations they must be under the influence of reli- 
gious principle. Having glanced at temperance in 
general,' 

II. Lei its consider it specially in relation to 

INTOXICATING DRLNKS. 

In enlarging on this branch of temperance, observe, 
1. Its necessity. 9 Some may think I ought not to in- 
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troduce this subject here, but to reserve my remarks for 
a public temperance meeting. I have no apology to 
offer, save a sense of duty, and a deep conviction of the 
importance of the subject. It is said that there are five 
hundred thousand unhappy drunkards in Great Britain, 
and that sixty thousand are supposed to die every year. 
Intemperance is the parent of almost every other evil ; 
it is the curse of the nation, and one of the herculean sins 
of the age in which we live. It is the channel through 
which flow kindred evils. " Eight of the judges of the 
land have declared that nine-tenths of the crime of our 
country, three-fourths of the beggary, and one-half of 
the madness of our countrymen, are to be attributed to 
drinking," or result from intoxicating liquor. It is the 
high-road to murder, adultery, poverty, disease, sabbath 
desecration, penal settlements, misery, and ruin. Many, 
through intemperate habits, have been reduced from af- 
fluence to abject poverty and wretchedness; like the 
prodigal, they have wasted their substance in volup- 
tuousness and dissipation. Look into the dwelling of 
the inebriate, and what see you there ? Perhaps rooms 
without furniture — a pantry without provisions — a de- 
jected wife, and children in rags. Disease and misery 
are there ; hunger and desolation are there ; the most 
awful imprecations and vulgarities are uttered there; 
nothing is wanting to complete the scene of misery. 
Hear the language of inspiration : " Who hath woe ? 
who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath 
babbling ? who hath wounds without cause ? who hath 
redness of eyes ? They that tarry long at the wine ; 
they that go to seek mixed wine," Prov. xxiii. 29, 30. 
Sobriety in all things is not only necessary, but^ 

2. Desirable. It tends to establish a good reputation. 

"A good name," says Solomon, "is better than great 

riches." Esau sold his birthright for a mess of pottage; 

and the intemperate man barters his reputation for the 
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carnal gratifications of a vitiated appetite. This is a 
foolish exchange, — an act fraught with disastrous conse- 
quences ; for a sullied character, a blighted reputation 
are formidable obstacles to a man's temporal interest. 
The worth of his character does not depend upon an 
aristocratic descent, nor literary attainments; but upon 
his general conduct. How many have sacrificed their 
health, character, and acquaintance at the shrine of in- 
temperance ! 

But when the conduct is influenced by the principle 
of sobriety, it preserves the reputation from that censure 
and wreck of chastity to which it would otherwise be 
subjected. I grant that there may be false accusations 
and invidious attacks made upon the character of the 
most abstemious persons. This, however, is not to be 
wondered at, when we consider that the Saviour of the 
world was designated " a glutton, a winebibber, a friend 
of publicans and 8inners. ,, But where temperance exists, 
it will manifest itself, — it will be seen and felt. "For 
the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought 
the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lascivious- 
ness, luRts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and 
abominable idolatries: wherein they think it strange 
that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, 
speaking evil of you," 1 Pet. iv. 3, 4. 

3. It is important. It fits man for the duties of life, 
whether relative, social, civil, or religious. Intemper- 
ance beclouds the mind, weakens the memory, pollutes 
the conversation, excites the passions, and incapacitates 
its recipients for business. " There is a spirit in man, 
and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth him under- 
standing." Reason and intellectuality distinguishes 
man, and ranks him high in the scale of being. But 
many allow sensuality to supplant reason, and corrupt 
good manners. Such conduct tends to dissolve friend- 
ship, alienate affection, and blunt the desire for mental 
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and moral improvement. It is said that " nine-tenths 
of all the losses which occur at sea, are caused directly or 
indirectly through intemperance." How necessary that 
those men who " go down to the sea in ships/' in whose 
hands so much property and so many lives are entrusted, 
should be temperate ! " "Wine is a mocker, strong drink 
is raging; and whosoever is deceived thereby is not 
wise," Prov. xx. 1. Christian temperance is a subject 
worthy of man's pursuit ; it makes him useful and hon- 
ourable, and fits him for discharging his duties in a man- 
ner worthy of the station he occupies, and the religion 
he professes. 

It is important because it contributes to the perfection 
of character. What is required of ministers should be 
regarded by all christians : "Not self-willed, not soon 
angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy 
lucre j but a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, 
sober, just, holy, temperate," Tit. i. 7, 8. We cannot 
be christians without a proper government of the pas- 
sions, nor advance in the path of holiness without tem- 
perance. Every link is essential to the chain ; all the 
parts and features are necessary to attain perfection. 

Temperance, blended with deep piety ,will regulate the 
heart and conduct, and stamp the character with loveli- 
ness. We must be temperate in all things, and fruitful 
in every good word and work, that we may be true 
Israelites indeed, in whom there is no guile. " Teach- 
ing us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
evil world." 

Temperance promotes a physical, moral, and circum- 
stantial improvement. It has lifted many a degraded 
and miserable wretch to respectability and happiness. 
Personal, relative, and national advantages will be felt 
in proportion as the temperance principles are appre- 
ciated and supported. It is, 
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4. Indispensable, Indispensable to our safety and 
continuance in well doing. This may be argued from 
the fact that there is a greater probability of a temperate 
man becoming religious, and a religious man being more 
stedfist in grace. Some professors say that the grace of 
God will keep them from becoming drunkards. This 
may be correct, so long as it keeps them from surrender- 
ing religion at the shrine of the decanter, or of intoxi- 
cating drinks, but no longer. Religion will keep them 
if they will keep it. A person might keep on his feet 
while walking on a narrow and slippery path; but would 
he not be less liable to fall on a wide and firm road ? 
An individual might stand at the top of a mast, or on 
the yard of a ship ; but would he not be safer on deck ? 
A man may be a moderate drinker of ardent spirits ; but 
would he not pursue the safest course to take none at all ? 
" Moderation is the mark at which six hundred thousand 
drunkards of the United Kingdom first made their start." 

Intemperance is a rock on which many ministers and 
professors of religion have made " shipwreck of faith and 
a good conscience." It is said " that more souls are 
yearly hurried to hell through these drinks than all the 
ministers of religion put together are the means of sav- 
ing." "But they also have erred through wine, and 
through strong drink are out of the way ; the priest and 
the prophet have erred through strong drink ; they err 
in vision, they stumble in judgment," Isa. xxviii. 7 
How frequently have ministers to expel members from 
society, mourn over declensions in piety and numerical 
decreases, occasioned by intemperance ! How important 
that we should pursue a safe course, and practise self- 
denial, not only for our own sokes, but to set an example 
to others. In a small volume published by the Tract 
Society is the following anecdote. " A religious lady 
at Edinburgh was sent to visit a woman who was dying, 
in consequence of disease brought on by intemperance. 
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The woman had formerly heen in the habit of washing 
in the lady's family ; and when she came to the dying 
woman, she remonstrated with her on the folly and 
wickedness of her conduct in giving way to so dreadful 
a sin as that of intemperance. The dying woman said, 
"You are the author of my intemperance." " What 
did you say ?" with pious horror exclaimed the lady. 
" I the author of your intemperance !" " Yes, ma'am ; 
I never drank whiskey till I came to wash in your 
family: you gave me some whiskey, and told me it 
would do me good. I felt invigorated ; and you gave it 
me again. When I was at other houses, not so hospi- 
table as yours, I purchased a little, and, by and by, I 
found my way to the spirit shop, and thought it was 
necessary to carry me through my hard woik: and, by 
little and little, I became what you now see me." Con- 
ceive what this lady felt. 

With respect to the ultimate doom of the drunkard, 
the scriptures are clear and conclusive : " He shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God." This is not a probable 
case, but an absolute certainty. In fits of intoxication, 
thousands have passed into eternity, and awoke to a con- 
sciousness of their everlasting ruin. Notice, 

III. HOW TFMPERANCE MAT BE CULTIVATED IN GENE- 
RAL, AND PROMOTED IN PARTICULAR. 

The possession of this virtue will subordinate the 
appetite to the superiority of reason, allay the ebullitions 
of the temper, bridle the tongue, check extravagance, 
restrain the desires, and moderate the imaginations; and 
therefore it must be cultivated and exhibited by all who 
profess the christian name It may be cultivated in 
general, by sell -denial and resolute abhorrence of all evil, 
by the improvement of our privileges, by a due respect 
to the ordinances of religion, by cherishing exulted 
thoughts of Christ, by a faithful imitation of his exam- 
ple, by the constant exercise of faith and fervent prayer, 
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by living under the influence of the Holy Spirit, aridt 
conformity to God in holiness. But " christians must 
reprove sin in others, as well as abstain from it them- 
selves ;" they have relative duties, as well as personal' 
ones. Temperance in particular may be promoted, 

1. By precept. By following Divine direction.' 
Warnings, denunciations, and cautions against intempe- 
rance are found in the Bible. " Look not upon the wirte 
when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, 
when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like 
a serpent, and stingeth. like an adder," Prov. xxiii. 31, 
32. Forgetfulness and perversion are the effects of in- 
dulging in this sin. " It is not for kings, Lemuel, \i 
is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong 
drink : lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert 
the judgment of any of the afflicted," Prov. xxxi. 4, 5'. 
Again we read, " "Woe unto them that are mighty to 
drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink." 
Belshazzar and his one thousand satraps were thrown 
into utter consternation whilst drinking wine and eulb-' 
gizing their gods; the mystic handwriting upon the*' 
wall had a thrilling effect upon the monarch, — his coun- 
tenance changed, his thoughts troubled him, the joints' 
of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against' 
another. Daniel read him his doom : his kingdom waW/ 
numbered and divided, and he was weighed in the bal- 
ances and found wanting. He lost his throne and Otf 
life together : "In that night was Belshazzar the king* 
of the Chaldeans slain/' Dari: v. 30. In the New Tea"-' 
foment, the warnings and cautions against in temperande"' 
are equally as solemn and forcible. " Let us walk Hon-' 
estly, as in the day ; not in rioting and drunkenness*/' 
not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife antf 
envying," Rom. xiii. 13. 

Thus, from the inspired volume, the highest! atftn'o^ 1 
ity to which we can Appeal, the sin of in'te'm^eraiiik 1 
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meets with Jehovah's most decisive disapprobation; it 
alto places man in perilous circumstances, and surrounds 
him with fearful dangers. We are directed to " abhor 
that which is eviL" Temperance may be promoted, 

2. By example. We must add "to knowledge tem- 
perance." " In all things shewing thyself a pattern of 
good works/' Tit ii. 7. Every sensible man will admit 
that intemperance has brought a withering influence 
upon society — that the number of drunkards is imm^n^ 
—that to reclaim and save these epicures is highly im- 
portant. Then the question arises. Who are to reform 
these characters, and promote the principles of sobriety ? 
The duty certainly devolves upon professors of religion ; 
and they cannot more effectually accomplish this object 
than by abstaining from such pernicious beverages them- 
selves. Some fancy a little is necessary to health ; "but 
who/' says Dr. Burns, "can cling to such a complete 
delusion with a document before him signed by fourteen 
hundred medical gentlemen, including many of the most 
distinguished in the profession, in which the uselessness 
of these drinks is distinctly attested ?" Others say that 
what they take is so trifling it neither benefits nor .in- 
jures them, but they see no need of abstaining entirely; 
but to d> so would involve no great sacrifice on their 
part. Some religious people say, to sign the pledge in- 
dicates a lock of self-government; and were they to 
sign, others might conclude they had indulged in drink- 
ing to excess. But who would say that because you had 
subscribed one hundred pounds to some charitable in- 
stitution to whkfc you had never before subscribed, that 
you had previously been indulging a spirit of covetous- 
ness, by withholding what you ought to have contri- 
buted before ? Would they not rather applaud you for 
the generous deed ? But it is not so much our business 
to listen to what people say, as to attend to our duty in 
Delation to our fellowmen. provided it was ^aaorjfloe 
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to abstain from intoxicating drinks, would it be too much 
to make such a sacrifice for the temporal and spiritual 
benefit of others ? Surely not. Did not Christ make 
many sacrifices, and endure innumerable privations, for 
us ? Did not the same spirit actuate the apostle Paul, 
when he said, " Wherefore, if meat make my brother to 
offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth ?" 
1 Cor. viii. 13. It may be promoted, 

3. By exertion. By judicious efforts. Some, in ad- 
vocating the temperance cause, deal largely in oppro- 
brious epithets, censures, and even personal abuses 
against those who are not total abstainers. There must 
be affectionate appeals to their reason and judgment. 
"We must first convince men of their duty, then urge 
them to the performance of it. Bemonstrance, private 
council, and public lectures, may contribute to the 
spread of those principles, and the progress of that cause, 
whose object is the social, moral, and intellectual im- 
provement of society ; by training the rising generation 
to temperate habits, — by teaching them to shun those 
vices so destructive to every noble aspiration and moral 
virtue. Let the minister and people, the magistrate 
and the merchant, the statesman and the mechanic, the 
rich and the poor, throw the weight of their influence 
into the temperance cause, and they will confer a lasting 
boon upon society. Temperance in general may be pro- 
moted, 

4. By discretion. By mingling with suitable associ- 
ates. " But now I have written unto you not. to keep 
company, if any man that is called a brother be a forni- 
cator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunk- 
ard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat/ 9 
1 Cor. v. 1 1. " Have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather reprove them." "Evil 
communications corrupt good manners." Such solemn 
and reiterated cautions show us the necessity of watch- 
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fulness and circumspection in the choice of our compa- 
nions. Our weal or our woe depends, to a certain ex- 
tent, upon the character of our associates, or the company 
we keep. "He that walketh with wise men shall be 
wise," Prov. xiii. 20. "We may walk with them by 
imbibing their spirit, by avoiding the evils they avoid, 
ind by imitating their excellencies. " That ye may be 
blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without re- 
buke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights in the world," Phil. ii. 
15. 

That we may fully exemplify the fruit of the Spirit 
in our conduct, there must be a complete surrender of 
the heart to God. The Divine requirement is, "My 
son, give me thine heart." There must be no reserve/: 
tion, — nothing must be kept back which God requires; 
the hopes, desires, and affections must be centred in him. 
There must be a firm adherence to him, manifested by 
a faithful prosecution of those duties we have to perform. 
"toTe must pray for the operation of the Spirit's influence, 
for without it we can do nothing effectually. " Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord 
of Hosts." In conclusion, 

1. What is out real state and character ? Do we ex- 
emplify in our daily deportment " the fruit of the Spi- 
rit?" Are these moral virtues visible in our temper 
and conduct ? There must be more than a mere skele- 
ton of religion ; the bare outlines of Christianity are not 
sufficient ; there must be the " perfect stature" and ful- 
ness of religion. This is not an inaccessible superiority. 
"We may attain to this excellency by using the requisite 
means. Our foibles and imperfections should humble us 
in the dust, and also stimulate us to greater earnestness 
in the attainment of those virtues so essential to our 
happiness. Let us not forget that "the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
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goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." This chain is 
far more desirable, ornamental, and valuable than the 
" chain of gold" the king of Babylon promised to Daniel, 
provided he could read the mysterious writing upon the 
wall of the palace, and interpret the meaning thereof. 
The believer's chain is not merely for ornament, but for 
use. It must be worn ; all may wear it ; the more it 
is worn the brighter it shines. 

2. A word to you who make no profession of religion. 
Perhaps you admire its excellency, and acknowledge 
that you need it ; but attempt to justify your conduct by 
pointing out the inconsistencies of those who professedly 
belong to the church. That the state of the church is 
far from being satisfactory, every sensible and enlightened 
man will at once admit, both with regard to the numeri- 
cal strength and spiritual attainments of its members* 
But if religious professors are not what they ought to 
he, that is no reason you should remain unconverted ; 
hut should remember that religion is a personal matter, 
and that you are responsible for your own acts, and not 
for theirs. 

3. Some of you have lost religion. "Thine own 
Wickedness shall correct thee, and. thy backslidings shall 
reprove thee : know therefore and see, that it is an evil 
thing and bitter that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy 
God," Jer. ii. 19. You may stand associated with the 
church, and even pass for a genuine christian, and yet be 
in a declining state ; for it does not follow that before 
you can become a backslider you must plunge into open 
wickedness and immoral practices, indulging in secret 
sins, and remissness in secret duties, will constitute yoi* 
a backslider. You may have a name to live, while yon 
are dead. 

Qr, you may have worn the badge of discipleship^r^ 
the uniform of the soldiers of the cross, but are now dis- 
robed, and have ta)&en up arms against the Prince oi 
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Peace. You have relapsed into a state of sin, grieved 
the Holy Spirit, forsaken the good and rignt way. 
" Your iniquities have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid his face from you." " Ye 
did run well ; who did hinder you that ye should not 
obey the truth?" I entreat you to reconsider your 
ways, and hear Him who hath said, " Return unto me; 
for I have redeemed thee." 

" Lean not on earth, 'twill pierce thee to the heart ; 
A broken reed at best, but oft a spear ; 
On its sharp point Peace bleeds, and Hope expires." 

How distinguished the character and privileges of 
real christians! "I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people," 2 Corinthians vi. 16. Those 
who are obedient to his commands, and rely on 
his faithfulness, enjoy his presence, and are cheered by 
the light of his countenance. "We must imitate the 
apostle Paul, — " forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto those things that are 
before," "We must " grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." Our ex- 
perience in divine things must be more profound. 
Heavenly mindedness, a well-regulated conduct, sincere 
love to God, and to each other are requisite to consum- 
mate our bliss on earth, and elevate us to the joys above. 
To advance in the paths of peace and holiness, there 
must be unrelaxed diligence, firmness, and application. 
We must never relinquish our endeavours to improve 
and exalt our spiritual nature, nor rest satisfied with 
any attainments of purity we may have reached : for 
there is a summit of religious excellence beyond the 
degree the most devoted christain has attained. Our 
purpose must be to ''hold fast what we have ob- 
tained ;" guard against excessive anger, and " every sin 
that doth, or would, so easily beset us ;" cultivate those 
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feelings and principles which Christianity inculcates; 
" put dh bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering." "Wo must avoid every 
thing that is calculated to produce indifference to the 
duties we have to perform ; that would endanger our 
spiritual interests, or diminish our happiness. We must 
acknowledge the divine claims to our unreserved obedi- 
ence, respond to the voice of reason, conscience, and in- 
spiration ; follow the direction of the Holy Spirit, sum- 
mon all the resolution and promptitude we can com- 
mand in the observance of those social and religious 
duties we are bound to perform. "We must cultivate all 
the graces of the Spirit, walk circumspectly, resist the 
encroachments of our vigilant enemy, " gird up the loins 
of our mind/' live in daily communion with the Most 
High ; have our lamps trimmed and our lights burning 
when the voice of the bridegroom is heard ; and when 
death shall wipe our names from the list of the living, 
may our souls be found sheltered in the cleft of the 
everlasting rock ! 

" Other refuge have I none 

Hangs my helpless soul on thee ; 
Leave ah ! leave me not alone, 

Still support and comfort me : 
All my trust on thee is stay'd, 

All my help from thee I bring, 
Cover my defenceless head 

With the shadow of thy wing 1" 
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